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L € XL LT TR’ ¥IFTF.

To my ryght rewend and worchepfull Modyr Margaret Pafion
dwellyng at Cufter be thys delyw’yd in haft.

YTH rev’end and worchepfull Modyr I recom’and me on

to you as humbylly as I can thynk defyryng moft hertly

to her of you' welfare and herts efe whyche I pray God fend yow

as haftyly as eny hert can thynk Ples yt yow to wete y* at the

makyng of thys byll my bredys and I and allou® felawfhep wer

in good helle blyflyd be God As for the gydyng her in thys

contre it is as worchepfull as all the world can devyfe it and

ther wer neu’ * englythe men had fo good cher owt of Inglong

that eu’ I herd of. : : ‘

As for tydyngs her but if it be of the feft I can non fend yow

favyng y* my Lady * Margaret was maryd on Sonday laft paft

at

We have in this Letter a moft curious and authentic Account of the Marriage of
Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, with Margaret, Daughter of Richard Plantage-
net, Duke of York, and fifter of Edward IV. and of the fubfequent Diverfions exhibited
at Bruges in honour of it, written by John Pafton, (Pl. 1v. N° 12.) an eye-witnefs,
who, with his Brother Sir John Pafton, Knight, attended in the Retinue of the Princefs,

The
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To my right reverend and worfbipful Mother, Margaret Paflon,
: jﬂ’fg"& at Caflery bo this delivered in hafle.

IGHT reverend and worthipful Mother, I recommend

me unto you as humbly as I can think, defiring moft

heartily to hear of your welfare and heart’s eafe, which I
" pray God fend you as haftily as any heart can think.

Pleafe it you to weet, that at the making of this bill, my
Brother, and], and all our Fellowfhip, were in good heele [5ealth],
blefled be God.

As for the Guiding here in this Country, it is as worfhipfulas
all the world can devife, and there were never * Englithmen had
fo good chear out of England, that ever I heard of. v

As for Tidings here, but if [unlefs] it be of the Feaft, I can
none fend you ; faving, that my Lady * Margaret was married

The Defcription here given affords us an high idea of the Splendour of the Court of
the Duke, and of the Politenefs of the Courtiers.

* This is the opinion of a true Englithman.

2 Margaret Plantagenet, Sifter of Edward IV. according to this Account, was married
on Sunday the 3d of July, 1468, 8 E. IV. For a_more particular Hiftory of this
Princefs and the Duke, the Reader is referred to the Defcription of the Plate wherein
they are both reprefented, v

B2 on
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at a towne y* is callyd the Dame iij myle owt of ? B;'ugys at v

of the clok in the mornyg and iche was browt the {ame day to
Bruggys to hyr dener and ther fche was receyvyd as worchep-

“fully as all the world cowd devyfe as w* prefeffion w* Ladys and

Lordys beft befeyn of eny pepyll that ever I fye or herd of
many Pagentys wer pleyed in hyr wey in Bryggys to hyr wel

_.comyng the beft y* eu’ I fye And the fame Sonday my Lord the
* Baftard took upon hym to an{were xxiiij knyts and Gentyl- -

men W' in viij dayes at Joftys of pefe and when y' they wer
an{weryd they xxiiij and hym felve {chold torney w* othyr xxv
the next day aftyr whyche is on monday next comyg and they

- that have joftyd w' hym into thys day have ben as rychely

befeyn and hymfelve alfo as clothe of gold and fylk and fylvyr
and goldfmyths werk myght mak hem for of {yche ger and gold
and perle and ftanys they of the Dwkys coort neythyr Gentyl-

- men.nor Gentylwomen  they want non for w* owt y* they have

it by wyfthys by my trowthe I herd nevyr of fo gret plente as
ther is.
Thys day my Lord 5 Scalys juftyd w*a Lord of thys contre

but not wt the Baftard for they mad promyfe at London that non -

of them bothe fhold never dele w* othyr in armys but the

Baftard was on’ of the Lords y* browt the Lord Scalys in to the

feld

3 A City and Port Town in Flanders.

4 Anthony, Count de 'la Roche, called the Baftard of Burgundy, was a natural
Son of Duke Philip the Good, by Johanna of Prulles, famous for his wit, courage,
and polite accomplifhments. He was-born in 1421, and died in 1504. i

5 Anthony Widville, or Woodville, Lord Scales; &c. and afterwards Earl Rivers,
Son of Sir Richard Widville, by Jaqueline of Luxemburgh, Duchefs Dowager of g)e?l:

. r
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on Sunday laft paft at a Town that is called The Dame, three .
miles out of 3 Bruges, at five of the clock in the morning ; and

fhe was brought the fame day to Bruges to her dinn®r; and there

the was received as worfhipfully as all the world could defire

as with proceffion with Ladies, and Lords, beft befeen of any
people, that ever I faw or heard of. Many Pageants were
played in her way in Bruges to her welcoming, the beft that
ever I faw; and the fame day my Lord, ¢ the Baftard, took

upon him to anfwer 24 Knights and Gentlemen, within 8 days

at Jufts-of Peace ; and when that they were anfwered, they

24 and himfelf fhould turney with other 25 the next day after,
which is on Monday next c’oming; and they that have jufted

with him into this day, have been as richly befeen, and him-

felf alfo, as cloth of Gold, and Silk, and Silver, and Goldfmiths

work, might make them; for of fuch Gear, and Géld, and .
Pearl, and Stones, they of the Duke’s Court, neither Gentlemen

nor Gentlewomen, they want none; for without [un/efs] that

they have it by withes, by my truth, 1 heard never of fo great
plenty as here is. |,

This day my Lord $ Scales jufted with a Lord of this country,
but not with the Baftard ; for they made (‘¢) promife at London,
that none of them both fhould never deal with other in arms ;
but the Baftard was one of the Lords, that brought the Lord

ford, and Brother of Elizabeth, Queen of Edward IV. was born about 1441, and
became the moft diftinguithed Warrior, Statefman, and moft learned Gentleman, of his
time. In the 7 Edward IV. he challenged and vanquithed the Baftard of Burgundy in a
grand and folemn Juft in Smithfield ; at which time the promife mentioned in this
Letter was made. This accomplithed Nobleman was beheaded at Pomfret, in June
1483, by the command of the Prote&tor, Richard, Duke of Gloucefter. Scal

, » . calcs
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feld and of mysfortwne an horfe ftrake my Lord Baftard on the
lege and hathe hurt hym fo fore that I can thynk he fhalbe of
no power to “acomplythe up hys armys and that is gret pete
for by my trowthe I trow God mad new’ a mor worchepfull
knyt. And as for the Dwkys coort as of Lords Ladys and Gen-
tylwomen Knyts Sqwyers and Gentylmen I hert neu’ of non lyek
to it fave Kyng Artourys cort and by my trowthe I have no wyt
nor remebrans to wryte to yow half the worchep that is her but
y' lakyth as it comyth to mynd I fhall tell yow when I come
home whyche Ftryft to God fhal not belong to for wo depart
owt of Brygys homward on twy{day next comyng and all folk
y' cam w' my Lady of Burgoyn owt of Inglond except fyche
as fhall abyd her ftyll w* hyr whyche I wot well fhall be but
fewe. We depart the foner for the ¢ Dwk hathe word that
the 7 frenthe Kyng is p’pofyd to mak wer upon hym haftyly
Dwk rydyth on twyfday next comyng forward to met w* hym
God geve hym good fped and all hys for by my trowthe they
are the goodlyeft felawfhep the eu’ I cam among and beft can
behave them and moft lyek Gentylmen. ' :
Othyr tydyngs have we non her but that the Dwke of
% Som'fet and all hys bands depertyd welbefeyn owt of Brugys a
day befor that my Lady the Dwches cam thedyr and they fey
‘ ' her

¢ Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, was born in 1433, and was flain in battle,
near Nancy, in Lorrain, in 1477. -
7 Charles VII. It is worthy of Remark how cautious the Writers of thefe times
were nof to give the title of King of France, to the Ruler of that Kingdom, but to ftyle

him the French King. In this place, (and I have obferved it in others) the word (f‘ Kygg’
2 . , intending
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Scales into the field ; and of misfortune an horfe firuck my Lord
Baftard on the leg, and hath hurt him fo fore, that I can think
he fhall be of no power to accomplifh up his arms ; and that is
great pity, for by my truth I trow [shink] God made never a
mote worfhipful Knight. :
- And as for the Duke’s Court, as of Lords, Ladies and Gen
tlewomen, Knights, Efquires, and Gentlemen, I heard never of
none like to it, fave King Arthur’s Court. And by my truth, I
have no wit fier remembrance to write to you, half the worthip
that is hrerc 7 buf What lacketh, as it cometh to mind I fhall tell
you, when I come home, which I truft to God fhall not be long
tofore. We depart out of Bruges homeward on Tuefday next
coming, and all Folk that came with' my. Lady of Burgoyn
[Bwrgundy] out of England, except fuch as fhall abide here ftill
with her, which I wot [know] well fhall be but few.

We depart the fooner, for the ° Duke hdth word that the
? French ' King is purpofed to make war upon him haftily, and
that he is within four or five daysjourney of Bruges, and the
Duke rideth, on Tuefday next coming, forward to meet with
him ; Ged give him good fpeed, and all his; for by my truth
they are the goodlieft Fellowfhip that ever I came amongft, and
beft can behave them, and moft like Gentlemen.
- Other Tidings have we none here, but that the Duke of
Someifet, and all his Bands departed well befeen out of Bruges
a day before that my Lady the Duchefs came thither, and they

(intending to go on with, of France) was written without confideration, and then, on
obferving it, immediately croffed out, and ¢ Frenfhe Kyng’ put in its place.

® Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somerfet, an Adherent to Henry VI. and his Queen
Margaret, commanded at the battle of Tewkefbury, in 1471; which being loft, hc fled
to Sanétuary, whence he was taken and beheaded.

fay
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her that he is to Qwen Margaret y* was and fhal no mot come
her ayen nor be holpyn by the Dwk. -

No mor but I befeche yow of your blyflyng as lowly as I can
whyche I befeche yow forget not to geve me eu’ day onys
And Modyr I befeche yow y' ye wolbe good maftras to my
lytyll man and tofe y* he go to fcole I fent my cofyn Daw-
beney v* by Callys man for to bye for hym fyche ger as he
nedyth and modyr I pray yow thys byll may recomend me
~ to my Suftyrs bothe and to y° Maftyr my cofyn Dawbeney
Syr Jamys S John Stylle and to pray hym to be good Maftyr to
lytyll ® Jak and to lerne hym well and I pray yow yt thys
byll may recomand me to all you folkys and my wellwyllers.

And I pray God fend yow you' herts defyr.

Wretyn at Bruggys the fryday next aftyr Seynt ** Thom’s.

Yo'. Sone and humbyll Servat,
12by 11 §. .
‘ 3, Paffon, n® ponger,
Paper Mark,., . .
A Catharinc Wheel.
PL x. N° 6.

The Seal is round, having a Fleur de Lys with an Annulet by the fide of it.

1¢T-

¢ This Little ,]’ohn,'whofe fchool Education, J. Pafton feems fo_anxious about, muft
have been born before 1464, and moft fprobably died under age, if he was his Son, as
Sir William Pafton, Knight, who as fome pedigrees ftate was born in 1464, ftands
« » n



EDWARD IV. 9
fay here, that he is to Queen Margaret that was, and fhall

no more come here again, ner be holpen by the Duke.

No more, but I befeech you of your blefling as lowly as I can,
which I befeech you forget not to give me every day once;
and, Mother, I befeech you that ye will be good miftrefs to my
little man, and to fee that he go to {chool.

I fent my Coufin Dawbeney s by Calle’s man, for to buy for
him fuch gear as he needeth : and, Mother, I pray you this bill
may recommend me to my Sifters both, and to the Mafter, my
Coufin Dawbcncy, Sir James, Sir John Stylle, and to pray him to
be good Mafter to little? Jack, and to learn him well ; and I
pray _you that this bill may recommend me to all your Folks,
and to my Well Willers ; and I pray God fend you your heart’s
defire. . '

Weritten at Bruges the Friday next after Saint *© Thomas.

Your Son and humble Servant,

J. PASTON, the Younger.

Bruges,
nlggieday, 8th of July,
1468, 8 E.1V.

in the Pedigree as heir to his Father; but I rather think that J. Pafton had not beea
marrjed at this time, amd that this ¢ lytyll man’® was not his fon.

1o This muft mean either the 3d or 7th day of July, the one being the Tranflation of
St. Thomas the Apofle, the other of St. Thomas 3 Becket. I believe it means the latter,

Yor. IL. c LET-
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L ET L CR ¥IUW
To my mooft worfbupfull Maife® S, Jobn Paflon knyght.

-/ Y mooft woorfhupfull and mooft fpeciall Maift’ with all
my {'vyce mooft lowly T recomande unto your gode
Maiftirfhip befechyng you mooft tendirly to fee me fumwhat
rewardid for my labour in the Greto Boake which I wright unto
your feide gode Maiftirthip I have often tymes avrityn to Pam-
pyng accordyng to yo° defire to enfo’'me you hou I have
labourd in wrytyngs for you. And I fee wele he fpeke not to-
your Maift’thip of hit and God knowith I ly in * Seint warye:
at grete cofts and amongs right unrefonable afkers, I movid’
this mat’ to S". Thomas late and he tolde me he wolde move:
your Maiftirfhip therein, which St Thomas defirid me to re=-
membir wele what I have had in money at foondry tymes of hym.
(Then comes the Accounty as flated more at large in the jfollow-

ing Bill.) »
And in efpiall I befeche you to fende me for Almes oon of yor
olde Gownes which will cottirvale much of the p’myfles I wote
wele,

Before the invention of PrintinF, the number of Writers and Copiers was very great 3
moft monafteries and religious houfes having an office called a Scriptorium, wherein feveral
Writers were almoft conftantly employed in copying Books on various fubjects, Miflals
and Books of Pfalms, &c. richly and elegantly adorned with Illuminations, &c. Men
of Fortune and Learning likewife occafionally employed Copiers to tranfcribe Books for
their Libraries. :

W. Ebe-
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LETTETR XXIV.

To my moft wor/bipful Mafler, Sir Fobn Pafion, Knight.

Y moft worthipful and moft {pecial Mafter, with all my
fervice, moft lowly I recommend (me) unto your good
Mafterthip, befeeching you moft tenderly to fee me fomewhat
rewarded for my labour in the Great Book which I wrote unto
_your faid good Mafterfhip 3 I havc oftentimes written to Pam-
pyng, according to your defire, to inform you how I have.
laboured in writings for you, and I fee well he {pake not to your
Mafierthip of it; and God knoweth I lic in * San&tuary at great
cofts, and amongft right unreafonable afkers. A :
I moved this matter to Sir Thomas (Lewis) lately, and he told
- me he would move your Mafterfhip therein, which Sir Thomas
defired me to remember well what I have had in money at fun-
dry times of him.
(Then comes the Account, as flated more at large in the follow-
ing Bill.) .
And in efpecial I befeech you to fend me for Alms one of
your old Gowns, which will countervail much of the premifes I
W. Ebefham, (Pl. v. N° 20.) was one of thofe who purfued this employment, and
wrote a good hand ; he complains of poverty, and petitions to have his Account dif-
chaorgzd;f the Articles in the bill is dated goth of October 1468, 8 E. IV. what follows
therefore was done after that day, fo that perhaps the bill was not delivered, nor this

Letter written, before the next year, 1469

th‘ Why he was in Sanctuary I know not, but it appears that it was expenfive being
ere :

Cz2 ~ wot
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wele; and I fhall be yours while I lyve and at yor comandement
I have grete myft of it God knows whom I befeche p’f’ve you
from all adu’fite, I am fumwhat acqueyntid with it.

Yo' verry ma,

8%by o}l @. ¢bH'm.

Wheels, &c. are a part of the Paper
Mark, the other Part is cut off.
PL x. N° 4.

* Folowyng apperith p’celly dyvers and foondry maner of Wri-
tyngs which I William Ebefham have wreetyn for my gode
and woorfhupfull Maiftir St. John Pafton and what money E
have Refceyvid and what is unpaide. .
 flirft T did write to his Maift'thip a litill booke} s. 4.

of Pheefyk for which I had paide by Sir Thomas X®

Leevys in Weftm® - - - - - . . . -

“¢ Itm I had for the wrytyng of half the Prevy feale}:

of Pampyng - - - - - - - . - . . ¥
“It" for the wrytynge of the feid hole * p'revy} i

fealeof 8. Thom’s - - - - . - o . . J
* Itm T wrote viij of the * Witneffis in p’chement }

but aftir xiiij4 a peece for which I was paide of Sr. p X

Thomas - - - - - - - . o . o . '
“ltm while my feide Maift’ was over the fee in.
' Midfom’t'me
Calle fett me a warke to wryte two tymes the

prevy fealein papir and then aft’ cleerely in p’chement

viij;‘

}' iiij  viij
' And -

* We ate here furnifhed with a curious Account of the Expences attending the tranfcrib-
ing of Books previous to the noble art of Printing. At this time the common wages of a
Mechanic were with diet 4d. and withaut diet sd. £ or 6d. aday ; we here fce that a Wri-.
tr received' 2d. for writing a folio leaf, three of which he could with eafe finifh in a day,

and
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wot well; and I fhall be yours while I live, and at your
commandment ; I have greatly miffed of it God knows, whom I
befeech preferve you from all adverfity ; I am fomewhat ac.
quainted with it.

Your very man,

W=, EBESHAM
About 1469,

gE.IV.
¥ Following appeareth parcelly, divers and fundry manner of
wntmgs, Whlch I William Ebcfham have written for my
good and worfhipful Matfter, Sir John Pafton, and what money
I have received, and what is unpaid.
“ Firft, I did write to his Mafterfhipa little BookY) s. 4.

of Phyfic, for which I had pand by Sir Thomas Lewis, 20
in Weftminfter = - = = - - = <« - -
“ Item, Ihad for the writing of half the Prlvy Seal, } 8

ofPampyng- - e = e e e - -
¢ Item, for the writing of the faid whole © any
Seal, of Sir Thomas - - - - - = }
¢ Item, I wrote eight of the * Witnefles in patch-
ment but after 14d a-piece, for which I was paid of ¢ I°
Sir Thomas - - = = <« =« 2« =« . - - }
¢ Item, while my faid Mafter was over the fea in ]
Midfummer term, Calle fet me at work to write two

times the Privy Seal in paper, and then after clearly [

mparchmcnt S - T R S S B
and I fhould think that many quick writers at that time would fill four, five, or even fix
in a day, if fo, the pay of theie greatly exceeded that of common handicraft men.

* Some Grant, or other matter, which was to pafs the Privy Seal,

2. The Depofitions of Witneffes,

And.
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And alfo wrote the fame tyme oon mo of the lcng-
ift Witneflis and other dyvers and neceflary wrytyngs
for which he p’mifid me xs. whereof I had of Calle

iiij

but 1ij® viij car. v® iiij¢ - - - - =

“1 refceyvxd of §. Th. at Weﬁm penultlo die, . ..
30&. A° viij® - - - - - - . o ny
Itm I did write to quairs of paplr of Wltnefﬁs eu’y
iij  viij
¢ Itm asto the + Grete Booke - -
flirft for wrytyng of the Coronacon and other tretys

xiij levis and more ijjfalef - - - -

‘¢ Itm for the tretys of Werre in iiij books whlch
conteyneth Ix levis aftir ij¢ a leaft - -

“ Itm for 3 Othea piftill, which conteyneth XlllJ}

quair conteynyng xiiij leves aft’ ij¢ a leff - }

leves------------- vij  jj

Itm for the Chaleugs and the A&s of Armes which} iiij  viij
isxxviljilefs - = = o = = - - o

¢ Itm for de ¢ Regle p'ncipu’ which conteyneth xlv* } ix

leves, aftir a peny a leef, which is right wele worth )
¢ Itm for 7 Rubrifsheyng of all the booke ij  iijj
Ixij v

3 This exally afcertains the Date of this Receipt to be the joth of O&tober, 1468,
8 E. IV,
" 4 This Great Book feems to have contained various Treatifes.

s Othea means a Treatife on Wifdom.

¢ De Regimine Principum.—A Treatife concerning the Government of Princes, and
by being written for a penny each leaf, I fuppofe it was in quarto.

“ S'm
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.the longeft Witnefles, and other dwerfe and neceflary
Writings, for which he promifed me 10s (whereof I
had of Calle but 4s. 84.) due 55.4d. - - - - J

¢ Item, I received of Sir Thomas at Weftmmﬁer} 3 4
W

And alfo 1 wrote at the famc time one or more of}

303 OQ&ober 8 E. IV. 1468 - -

¢ Item, 1 did write two Quires of paper of Wit~
nefles, every O\lre containing 14 leaves after 2d. a \ 4 8
leaf = - =« o« = -« o - =

¢ Item, as to the* Great Book = = - - =

Firft, for writing of the Coronation ; and other -
- Treatifes of Knighthood, in that quire which con- { » 2
taineth a 13 leaves and more, 2d.aleaf - - -

¢¢ Item, for the Treatife of War in four books;
which containeth 6o leaves after 2d. a leaf - -

¢¢ Item, for 5 Othea, an Epiftle, which containeth
43leaves - - - - - - - o o o o

‘¢ Item, for the Challenges, and the A&s of ‘Arms
which is 28leaves - - - - . _ _ . _

¢¢ Item, for De ® Regimine Principum, which con-
taineth 45 leaves, after 1 penny a leaf, which it is
right well worth - - . . o - _ _

* Item, for *Rubrithing of all the Book' - = 3 4

L

IO

~
N

3 9 .

e e Y ey e L
KN
©

63 s

S c—————

7 ‘This either means ornamenting the whole with riti
beads of the feveral Treatifes or Chfpters iny red‘i:ettc;:? Capial Letiers, or writing dhe

3 . T Sum
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' L. S. D.
“Smref! - - - Xxij 1ijj
*S’m non folut® - - xj j
SmTo. « -« i bj v
. dilliam Ebeham,
8ibyir§
Paper Mark,
Bull’s Head and Star.
Pl x. N° 1.

* ;‘lUnd p'o‘ m® libro fcript’ xxvij* cu’ diu® chal.”” ‘This in the Original follows ¢ Sum®
non fol. 41 147 . - :
The f:llowing Account of Payments for Writing, &c. is extratted from an Original
Quarto, M. S. 1n the Editor’s poffeffion, containing
‘The various Expeaces of Sir John Howard, Knight, of Stoke by Neyland, in Suffolk,
(afterwards Duke of Norfolk.) p. 136.
Item the vij® Iere of Kynge Edward y* iiijth andy* xxviij day of July (1467.)
- My Maft’ rekened w¢ Thomas Lympno*. of Bury and my Maft’ peid hym
D.

For viij hole * Vynets - - - p'fe y vynett xij* - - - - il
Ir=, for xxj di vynets - - - pfeycdivynett. i - - - - vy
It’ for Plalmes Léttres 2 xv¢and di - - yep'feof Citiji* - - - v i
1t’ for p’ms Letters 3 Ixiij* - - -, ---pfeofaCy* - - - v ij

. It’

L €T L E R AU

To my Worchypfull brother Sv. Fohn Paflon be thys byll de-
lywed in baff.

, YGTH Worchipfull brother I recomaund me onto you

lettyng you to wytte that my Lorde * Stafford was made
Erle of Devenefchere apon Sonday and as for the Kyng as I under-
ftond

* Humphrey, - Lord, Stafford, -was created Eafl of ‘Devonfhire, in May, 1469, and
beheaded at Bridgewater, the 17th of Auguft following, by comunand of the King, for
&bandoning
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. . ’ .7 3 - da S. d._
Sum received - - - 22 4 )
*Sumunpaid <« - - 41 1

Sum Total - - 3 35

17

- WILLIAM EBESHAM.-

It’ for wrytynge of aquare and di - - - pley* quayrxx! . - ij v}
I’ for wrytenge of a Calender - - - - - Xij
I’ for iij quayres of Velym p’fe y* quayr xx* - - - v

It’ for notynge of v quayres and ij leves p’fe of y* 4 quayr viij - iij  vij
1t* for Capital Drawynge iijc and di y* p'fe - - il
I’ for floryfhynge of Capytalligsve - - - - - - v
1t’ for byndynge of y* > Boke - - - - xij

The wyche p’cellis my Maft* paid h§ y day and he is content. 1 ij

This is an Account of a Limner or Illuminator of Manufcripts, who refided at Bury.
& Borders, Flowers, or Flourithes at the beginning of a Book, Chapter, &c.

2 xv® and d7 = 1500 and an half.

3 Ixiij* = 6300.

4 A Quire of Velum from this entry feems to.confit of four leaves, and his receiving only 3d.
for noting two leaves might be accounted for, by the laft leaf not being full ; the Drawing and

Flourifhing of the Capital Letters feems very cheap.

5 128, appears a great price for binding a Book, but it is fo ftated in the original account.

N

LETTER XXV.

To my warfbigful Brother, Sir Yobn Pafion, be 1his bl delivered

in bafle.

T) IGHT worthipful Brother, I recommend me unto you,

letting you to weet, that my Lord : Stafford was made
Earl of Devonthire upon Sunday ; and as for the King, as I

abandoning the Earl of Pembroke, before the Battle of Banbury; by which means the

Rebels were viétorious. '

Vor. II. 7 D | ' * undet-
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ftond he departyt to * Walfynggame apon fryday com vij nygth
and the Quene alfo yf God fénd hyr good hele. ‘

And as for the Kyng was apdyntyd to goo to Calys and
now hyt ys pute of. And alf as far the goyng to the See
my Lord of Warwyke Schyppys gothe to the fee as I underftond
non’ other tydynggys I can non’ wryte unto you but Jh’u have
you in hys kepyng. '

Wretyn at Wyndyfore on monday aft* Whytfonday in haft, &c.

By yo 3 brother,

‘ James Patute,
mibysi

2 This muft be on a Pilgrimage to our Lady of Walfingham, in Norfolk ; for fo great
was the Fame of the Image of our Lady of Walfingham, in the Chapel of the Blefled
Virgin there, that Foreigners of all Nations came on a Pilgrimage to her, infomuch that
her worfhippers feemed to equal thofe of the Lady of Loretto in Italy. he

S

L ELTTER UI

To the right rewent S'. Henry * Spelman Recordor of the Cite
of Norwich be this Letter delised.

IGHT reu'ent S* I recomaunde me to you plefe it you to
knowe this fame day com to me the * Shirreve of Norff>
“hymfelf and tolde me that the 3 Quene fhall be at Norwich

This Letter fhews the attention, which the City of Nerwich withed to pay to the
Qycen on her reception, and during her refidenee there. o

* Henry Spelman married Ela, Daughter and Coheir of William de Narburgh, and
was the firft of that family that fettled at Nasborough, in Norfolk..
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underftand, he departyt [departs] to * Walfingham upon Fri-
day come fevennight, and the Queen alfo, if God fend her
hele [Aealth]. And as for the King, (‘be) was appointed
for to go to Calais, and now it is put off.

And alfo as for the going to the Sea, my Lord of Warwick’s
Ships go to the Sea, as I underftand. None other tidings
I can none write unto you, but Jefu have you in his keeping.

Written at Windfor on Monday after Whitfunday in hafte, &c.

By your t Brother,

' JAMES HAWTE.
Whitgu:f I\I/‘I::day,m
SEaIV.

She flourifhed till the Reformation, and then underwent the fate of other obje&s of
fuperftition, being, in the year ;638, taken down, brought to Chelfea, and there burnt.
"3 1 do not keow why he calls Sir Joba Pafton his Brother; for Sir. John certainly
never married Anne Hawte, who poffibly might be the Sifter of James. Pl v. N° a1.

LETTTETR XXVL

To the right reverend Sir Henry * Spelman, Recorder of the City
of Norwich, be this Letter delivered. '

IGHT reverend Sir, I recommend me to you. Pleafe it
you to know this fame day came to me the* Sheriff of
Norfolk himfelf, and told me that the s Queen fhall be at

2 Roger, Ree, Efq. was Sheriff of Norfolk, in 1469.
3 Elizabeth, Queen of Edward 1V. .
D2 Norwich
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up on 4 Tuyfday cometh fevenyght fuyrly And I defired to
have knowe of hym by caufe this thuld be hir firft comyng hedir
how we fhuld be rulyd as well in hir refleyvyng as in hir abidyng
here And he feide he wold nat ocupie hym ther wyth but
he councelid us to wryte to you to London to knowe of -hem
that ‘ben of Cofifell of that Cite- or wyth other wurfhepfull
men of the fame Cite that ben knowyng in that behalf And
we to be ruled ther aftir as were acordyng for us for he lete me
to wete that the woll defire to ben refleyved and attendid as
wurfhepfully as evir was Quene a forn hir Wherefore Sr. I be
the affent of my Bretheren Aldermen, &c. prey you hertily to -
have this labo® for this Cite And that it plefe you if it may be
that at that day ye be here in p’pre p’fone and I truftin God
that outher in rewards or ellys in thankynges both of the
Kyngs comyng and in this ye fhall ben plefid as worthy is
Wrete in haft at Norwich the vj day of Juyll A ix° R E qrt.

By yo. Weelwyller,
5 Jobn ﬂtlbtp, ®c,
10 by 5 §. .
4 18th of July, 1469.

1 ¢ -
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Norwich upon # Tuefday come fev’night furely. And I defired
to have know of him, becaufe this fhould be her firft coming
hither, how we fthould be ruled, as well in her receiving, as in
her abiding here. And he faid, he would not occupy him
therewith, but he counfelled us to write to you to London, to.
know of them that been of Counfel of that City, or with other
worfhipful men of the fame City, that been knowing in that
behalf; and we to been ruled thereafter, as were according for
us; for he let me to weet, that the would defire to be received
and attended, as wortfhipfully as ever' was Queen afore her.
Wherefore I, by the affent of my Brethren Aldermen, &c. pray
you heartily to have this labour for this City, and that it pleafe
you, if it may be, that at that day ye be here in proper perfon.
And I truft in God, that either in rewards, or elfe in thankings
both of the King’s coming, and in this, ye fhall be pleafed as
worthy is. Written in hafte at Norwich, the 6th day of July
Anno ¢° Regis Edw? quarti.

By your Well Willer,

. s JOHN AUBRY, &c.
Norwich, ) :
Thur{day, 6th of July,
1469, g E. IV,

$ John Aubry, was Mayor of Norwich, in 1469, Pl v. N 23,
LET-
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LELZZLTER BUITI.

To my Modr and to my Brother obn Pafion.

ROTHER it is fo y* the Kyng fchall come in to Norff’
in haft and I wot nat whethyr y* I may com’ w* hym or

nowt if I come I moft do make a liv’e of xx% gownes whyche
I moft pyke owt by your advyfe and asfor Clothe for fuche
p'fones as be in y* contre if it myght be had ther at Norwyche
or not I wot not and what p’fones I am not remembryd.
- If my Modre be at * Caft’ as ther fchall be no dowt for
the kepyng of y° place whyl the Kynge is in that contre
that I may have the moft p’te at Caft’ and whether ye woll offre
your felfe to wayte uppon the Lorde of Norfolk or not I wolde
ye dyde y* beft wer to do I wolde do my Lorde plefur and Cvyfe
and fo I wolde ye dyde if I wyft to be fur of hys gode Lorde-
fchyp in tyme to kome he {chall have CC in a lyu’ye blewe and
»tawny and blew on the leffte fyde and bothe darke Colors.

I pray yow fende me worde and your advyfe by Judd of

| : ‘ what

There is no date to this Letter ; whether it refers therefore to the coming of the King
into Norfolk, in 1469 or in 1474, is uncertain, and of little confequence; the chief
reafon for inferting it was to fhew the preparations expected to be made for the attending .
upon and receiving him. Autograph. Pl 1v.N° g. .

The peculiarity of the Duke of Norfolk’s Liveries is worthy notice, being to be made
sla:t‘y-coloured of blue and tawny, having the left fide of the former, and the right of

atter colour,
3 N. B.
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LETTER XXVIL

To my Mather, and to my Brother obn Paflon.

ROTHER, it is fo that the King fhall come into Norfolk

in hafte, and I wot [£now] not whether that I may come
with him or not; if I come, I muft do make a Livery of 20
Gowns, which I muft pick out by your advice; and as for the
Cloth for fuch perfons as be in that Country, if it might be had
there at Norwich, or not, I wot not; and what Perfons I am
not remembered. '

If my Mother be at * Caifter, as there fhall be no doubt for
the keeping of the place while the King is in that Country,
that I may have the moft part at Caifter. '

And whether ye will offer yourfelf to wait upon my Lord
of Norfolk or not, I would ye did that beft were to do; I
would do my Lord pleafire and fervice, and fo I would ye
did, if I wift [thought] to be fure of his good Lordfhip in
time to come. He fhall have 200 in a Livery blue and * tawny,
and blue on the left fide, and beth dark colours. -

I pray you fend me word, and your advice by Judd of what

N. B. Drefles of this kind may be feen in various illuminated Manufcripts of this age..
x" Saifter, near Yarmouth, in Norfolk, formerly the Refidence of Sir John Faftolf,
night. .
* Tawny Colour appears to have been a yellowifh dufky brown orange colour, and:
wmuch worn at this timé..
men.

)
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what men and what horfe I cowde be p’veyd off if fo be v
I moft nedys kome and of your advyfe in all thyngs be wrygh-
" tyng and I fchall fend yow haftely other tydyngs late 3 Sorell

be well kept,

12 by B §. Jobn Patton, ke, ,

3 A Horfe fo called.

LCLTILTCECER xnUIII
The Duc of Norff’.

THERE  John Pafton efquier and other diu’s p’fones
have ageyn the peas kepte the Manoir of Cafter with
force ageyne the wille and entent of us the Duc of Norff:
to oure grete difpleafer whiche notw'ftanding at the comte-
placion of the writing of the mooft worfhipfull and reu’ent
fader in God the Cardenall of England and our mooft trufty
and entierly beloved Unkel the Archbifshop of Canterbury the .
right noble Prince my Lord of Clarence and other Lords of
oure blood And alfo at the grete labour and enftaunce of our
mooft dere and fingler belovid Wiffe 'We be agreed that the feid
John
Endorfed in an ancient hand.
¢ The Duke of Norff’ Lt’e upon his entrie into Caifter A° E. 4. 1x°.”
This is given to fhew the regal ftyle ufed by the Nobility of thefe times.

In Blomefield’s Hiftory of Nortolk, vol. v. p. 1552, A particular Account og _the
1 lege
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men, and what horfe I could be purveyed of, if fo be that I
muft needs come, and of. your advice in' all things by writing,
"and I fhall fend you haftily other tidings. Let?® Sorrell be

well kept.
JOHN PASTON, Knight.

L ETTE R XXVIIL
The Duke of Norfolk.

HERE (4S) John Pafton, Efquire, and other diverfe

perfons have, againft the Peace, kept the Manor of
Caifter with force, againft the Will and Intent of Us the
Duke of Norfolk, to our great Difpleafure ; which notwith-
ftanding, at the contemplation of the Writing of the moft
worfhipful and reverend Father in God the Cardinal of Eng-
land, and our moft trufty and entirely beloved Uncle the Arch-
bithop of Canterbury, the right noble Prince my Lord of
Clarence, and other Lords of our blood, and alfo at the great
labour and inftance of our moft dear and fingular beloved Wife,
We be agreed that the faid John Pafton and his faid Fellowthip,

Siege of Caifter Caftle is given, with the names of the principal Perfons engaged on

" both fides.

The Mark of the Signet remains, but the Impreflion is defaced.—It is likewife figned
with the Duke’s own hand. Pl 1v. N® 3

Vor. IL )E , . bemng
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John Pafton and his feid ffellathip beyng in the feid Maneur
thall depart and goo out of the feid Maneur without delay and
make therof deliu’aunce to fuche p’fones as we will affigne the
feid ffellathip havyng their lyves and Goods horfle and harneys
and other goods beyng in the kepyng of the feid John Pafton
except Gonnes Croflebows and Quarells and alle other hoftel-
ments to the feid Maneur annexed and belonginge And to have
xv Dayes refpyte aftir their feid departing out to goo in to
what place fhall like theim witheut any accions or quarell to be
taken or made by us in our name to theim or any of theim
within our ffraunchife or without duryng the feid tyme.

Yoven under our fignet at Yermouth the xxvj Day of Sep-
tembr the ix* yere of King Edward the iiij*.

ro®, O
1fby 7}

L ELT T CR ¥I%
To S,. fobn Pafton Knyght.

IGH'T worfhipfull and my efpeciall true h'rtid ffrende

- I comdaunde me un to you, P’ying you to ordeyne me
iij horfle harneys as godely as ye and Genyn’ kan devyfe as it

were for yourfelfe and yat I may have thyme in all haft orde’
Alfo Skern® faith ye wolde ordeyne ij ftandarde ftavys. this I
1 ) pray
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‘being in the faid Manor, fhall depart and go out of the faid
Manor without delay, and make thereof deliverance to fuch
Perfons as we will affign, the faid Fellowfhip having their Lives
and Goods, Horfe and Harnefs, and other Goods being in the
keeping of the faid John Pafton ; except Guns, Crofs bows, and
Quarrels and all other Hoftelments [warlike Implements] to the
faid Manor annexed and belonging ; and to have 15 Days refpite
after their faid departing out, to go into what place fhall like
them, without any A&ions or Quarrel to be taken or made
by us, or-in our mamc to them, or any of them, within our
Franchife or without, during the faid time.

Given under our Signet at Yarmouth the 26th day of Sep-
tember, the gth year of King Edward the IV,

NORFOLK.
Yarmouth, .
Tuefday, 26th of September,
1469, 9 E. IV,

L ET T E R XXIX.
fo Sir Jobn Paflon, Knight.

RIGHT worthipful, and my efpecial true hearted Friend,
_ I commend me unto you, praying you to ordain [order
Jor] me three horfes harnefs as goodly as ye and Genyns can
devife, as it were for yourfelf; and, that I may bhave them
in all hafte, order; alfo Skern faith, ye would ordain two

E 2 ftandard
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pray you to remembre and my wife fhalle deliv’ you filv’, and
yit the moft borowed it, vj or vij" I wold be ftowe on a hotfle
harneys, And fo Skern’ tolde me 1 might have, the Lord Hafts
had for y° fame price but I wolde not myn’ were lik his,
. and I truft to God we fhalle do right welle, who p’ferve you.
Wreten at Cant’bury in haft the xviij day of /Juyll.

Drpnforn,
11 3by 3 4.

John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, (Pl. 1v. N° s5.) retaining his loyalty to the Houfe of
Lancafter, in whofe caufe his Father and elder .Brother had loft their-heads upon-the
Scaffold in 1461-2, and for whofe fake he himfelf had fuffered a long imprifonment,
feems now privately to be preparing to join the Earl of Warwick, in favour of the depofed
King Henry.

1 fhould fuppofe this Letter to have been written either in July 1469, at the time
that the Earl of Warwick and his Adherents were meditating the plan for dethroning
Edward, or in 1470, when they had come to a refolution of reinftating Henry on the
Throne. Pl x1v. N° 34 :

The

L EL L ER ¥
To Yobn Pafion Efgér beyng at Norwyche be thys Letf’ delyu'yd.

Comande me to yow letyng yow wete, &c. (Here follows

an account of bills and receipts, &c.)
Itm As ffor Meftrefle Kateryn Dudle I have many tymes
yecomandyd yow to hyr and fhe is noo thynge difpleafyd w*
itt
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ftandard ftaves; this I pray you to remember, and my wife
thall deliver you filver, and yet fhe muft borrow it. Six or
feven pounds I would beftow on a Horfe-harnefs; and fo
Skern told me I might have. The Lord Haftyngs had for the
fame price, but I would not mine were like his; and I truft to
God we fhall do right well, who preferve you. Written at
Canterbury in hafte, the 18th day of July.

OXYNFORD.

Canterbury, 18th of July,
1469 or 1470,
gor 10 E.IV.

The Order to Sir John Pafton, for providing the horfe-harnefs was to be executed,
¢ as it were for himfelf,” and the referring him to the Countefs for Money, fhews it to
be at a time when his finances were very low. The expreflion ¢¢ Yet fbe muft borrow it,”
implies too that his Lady had not already the Money, but that fhe-had it £ill to procure.

Though the Earl defired that his horfe-harnefs might be of the fame price with one
which Lord Haftyngs had purchafed, yet he withed it not to be like his; the reafon
feems to be, he did not choofe to appear with Caparifons fimilar to thofe of a Yorkift.

The words “ I truft to God we fhall do right well” refer to fome fcheme then in
agitation ; and on the fuccefs of which he had placed great confidence.

L ETTZE R XXX

Ta Yobn Pafton, Efquire, being at Norwich, be this Letter delivered.

Recommend me to you, letting you weet, &c. (Here followvs

an account of bills, and receipts, Ec. of no confequence.)
- Item, as for Miftrefs Katherine Dudley, I have many times
recommended you to her, and the is nothing difpleafed with it
fhe-
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itt fhe rekkythe not howe many Gentylmen love hyr fhe is ffull
of love, I have betyn the mat’ ffor yow, your onknowleche as
I tolde hyr She anfwerythe me y* fche woll noon thys ij yer
and I beleve hyr ffor I thynke fche hathe the lyffe y* fche can
holde hyr content w* I trowe fhe woll be a fore laboryng woman
¥ ij yer flor mede off hyr fowle.

And Meftrefle Gryfeacrefle is fur’ to Selenger wt my Lady of
* Exeftr’ a flowle loffe.

Itm I praye yow {peke wt * Harcort oft the Abbeye ffor a lytell
Clokke whyche I fent bym by James Grefsh’m to amend and y*
ye woll get it off hym and it be redy and fende it me and asfor
mony ffor hys labor he hathe another cloke off myn’ whyche S,
"Fhom’s Lyndes God have hys fowle gave me he maye kepe
~ that tyll I paye hym, thys Klok is my Lordys Archebyfshopis
but late not hym wete off it and y* itt eafely caryed hyddr by yowr
advyfe. Alfo as ffor Orenges I {chall fende yow a Serteyn by
the next Caryer. And as for tydynge the berer hereoff fchall
infforme yow ye moft geve credence to hym.

As for my goode fpede I hope well I am offryd yit to have
Meftrefle Anne Hault’ and I {chall have helpe i nowe as fome
feye.

(Here

* Anne, Daughter of Richard, Duke of York, and Sifter of King Edward IV. married
Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter, and in 1462 had pofleflion of his forfeited Eftates, and
remained with her brother, Edward IV. Shc afterwards married Sir Thomas St. Leger,
and died in r473.

* This fhews that our curious mechanical Arts were pradtifed in the religious Houfes,
and performed there by the Monks, &c. for money.

This Letter was written in February or March 1469, 1470, or 1471, for in thefe

years
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the rekkythe [careth] not how many Gentlemen love her, fhe
is full of love; I have betyn [enforced] the matter for you, your
unknowledge [without your knowledge] as I told her; fhe an-
fwered me, that the would (‘have) no one this two years, and 1
believe her ; for I think, the hath the life that fhe can hold
her content with, I trow fhe will be a fore labouring woman
this two years for the meed of her Soul.

And Miftrefs Gryfeacrefs is fure to Selenger [Sz. Leger], with
my Lady of * Exeter, a foul lofs.

Item, I pray you fpcak with * Harcourt of the Abbey, for a
little clock, which I fent him by James Gretham to mend, and
that ye would get it of him, and [if] it be ready, and fend it me ;
and as for money for his labour, he hath another Clock of mine,
which Sicr Thomas Lyndes, God have his Soul ! gave me; he
may keep that till I pay him ; this Clock is my Lord Archbi-
thop's, but let not him weet of it, and that it (4¢) eafily carried
hither by your advice.

Alfo as for Oranges I fhall fend you a Serteyn by the next
Carrier, and as for Tidings the Bearer hereof fhall inform you,
ye mutft give credence to him.

As for my good fpeed, I hope well, I am offered yet to have

‘Miftrefs Anne Hault’y and I thall have help enough as fome
fay.
years civil diffenfions were on foot. The caution, refpetting tidings, and the uncertainty
of what may befall, fhews that this Letter was written during forne convulfion of the State.
Autograph, Pl. 1v. N©° ro.
By the Earl of Warwick’s being fuppofed to go with the King into Lincolnfhire, it

appears as if this Letter was written during the Reftoration of Henry VI. and _that their
going there was to oppofe Edward’s return,
(Here.
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(Here follows an account of fome difputes between Sir William
Yelverton and Sir . Pafton, bis Uncle William, &c. of mo con~
Sequence.)

It'mit is foo yt I am halffe in p’pofe to com hom’ w in a
monythe her afftr or abowt med Léfite or beffor Efterne ondyr
yowr coreccon iff fo be that ye deme y* moodr wolde helpe
me to my Coftys x mrk or ther abowt I praye ffeele hyr dyfpo-
ficon and fende me worde.

It’m T cannot telle yow what woll ffalle oﬁ' the Worlde ffor
the Kyng verrely is dyfpofyd to goo in to Lyncoln {chyr and
men wot not what wyll ffalle ther off ner ther afftr’ they wene
my Lorde off Norffolke brynge x™' men.

I'm ther is comen a newe litell Torke whyche is a wele
vyfagyd Felawe off the age off xl1 yer’ and he is lower than
Manuell by an hanffull and lower then my lytell Tom by the
{chorderys and mor lytell above hys pappe and he - hathe as he
feyde to y° Kynge hymfelffe iij or iiij Sonys chyldr’ iche on’ off
hem as hyghe and affe lykly as the Kynge hymf{elffe .and he is
leggyd ryght i now and it is reportyd that hys pyntell is affe
longe as hys. legge.

It'm I praye yow fchewe or rede to my moodre fuche thynges
as ye thynke is ffor her to know afftr yowr dyfcreflion and to
late hyr undreftond off the Article off the trete betwen Syr
"WylI’'m Yelu’ton and me.

- IYm my Lorde of Warwyk as it is fuppofyd fchall goo w
y* Kynge in to Lyncolne fchyre fom’ men feye y* hys goyng
thall doo good and fom feye that it dothe harme.

I praye
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(Here jfollows an account of fome difpuses between Sir William
Yelverton, and Sir Yobn Pafith, his Uncle William, &c. of no
confequence.)

Item, it is fo that I am in purpofe to come home within a
month hereafter, or about Midlent, or before Eafter, under
your correion, if fo be, that ye deem that my Mother would
help me to my Cofts, 10 marks (6/. 135. 44.) or thereabouts ;
I pray you feel her difpofition and fend me word.

Item, I cannot tell you what will fall of the World, for the
King verily is difpofed to go into Lincolnfhire, and men wot
not what will fall thereof, nor thereafter, they ween my Lord of
Norfolk fhall bring 10,000 men.

Item, there is come a new little Turk, which is a well vifaged
Fellow, of the age of forty years ; and he is lower than Manuel
by an handful, and lower than my little Tom by the thoulders,
and more little above his Pap ; and he hath, as he faid to the
King himfelf, three or four Children, (Sons) each one of
them as high and as likely as the King himfelf; and he is
legged right enough.

Item, Ipray you fhew, or read to my Mother, fuch things,
as ye think are for her to know, after your difcretion; and
to let her underftand of the Article of the treaty between Sir
William Yelverton and me.

Item, my Lord of Warwick, s it is fuppofed, fhall go with
the King into Lincolnfhire ; fome men fay that his going' thall
do good, and fome fay, that it doth harm.

Vor. IL F I pray
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I praye yow evyr have an eyghe to Caft' to knowe the
rewle ther and fende me worde @nd whyther my wyfe Lorde
" and my Lady be yit as fottyt uppon it as they wer” and whether

my feyd Lorde refortythe thyddr as offte as he dyd or mott
“and off the dyfpofycan off the Contre.

1 P B

rnbyiyd.
A wl%ole Sheit.

Paper Mark,
A Goat’s Head.
Pl x. N° 8.

L ECEXLT LR ¥
To my right trufly and Welbeloved Sir Yobn Pafion.
ibs.

IGHT trufty and welbeloved I grete you hertely well.

And fende you by Thom’s yof childe xx" prayng you to

fpare me as for eny more atthis tyme and to hold you con-
tent with theflame, as my finglr trufte is in you, And I fhalle

within bref tyme ordeigne and p’veye for you fuch as fhalbe
unto

This Letter from George Neville, Archbifhop of York, and brother te Richard,
Earl of Warwick, muft have been written either when he was in oppofition to Edward,
in conjun@ion with his brother the Earl of Warwick, or after his return from his im-
prifonment abroad, not long before his death, when it is probable he found it difficult to
raife even a fmall fum of Money. Pl 1v.N° 4.

: Gtorge
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I pray you ever have an eye to Caifter, to know the rule
there, and fend me word, and whether my wife Lord and
my Lady be yet as fotted upon it [as fond of it] as they were;
and whether my faid Lord reforteth thither as often as he did or
not ; and of the difpofition of the Country.

JOHN PASTON, Knight.

LETTER XXXI.

To my right trufly and well beloved Sir Yokn Paflon.
THS.

IGHT trufty and well beloved, I greet you heartily well,

4nd fend you by Thomas your Child 20l. praying you to

{pare me as for any more at this time, and to hold you content
with the fame, as my fingular truft is in you; and I fhall
within brief time ordain and purvey for you fuch as fhall be

George Neville, was confecrated Bifhop of Exeter, in 1455, when he was not com-
pletely twenty years of age. In 1460, he was appointed Lord Chancellor, and in 1466
advanced to the Archbifhoprick of York. In 1470, he had the Cuftody of Edward IV.
when taken Prifoner by the Earl of Warwick, and died in 1476, Zt. 41.

On the top of the Letter is the facred Chara&ter of IHS.

F 2 unto
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unto yo' pleafir with the g’ce of Almightty God, who have you
in his proteccon and keping.

Writen in the mano® of the * Mor the vij* daye of Maye. ’

®, Chorar,
10fby3i. -

A fmall Part of the Paper
Mark, only remains.

¥ The Moor, a Manor in Hertfordthire, and a Seat of the Archbifhop of York.

LELTELER III
To my Cofyn F. Pafion.

HE King camme to Granth’m and ther taried * thore{day

all day and ther was headed S*. Thom’s Dalalaunde and on

John Neille a greate Capteyn and upon y* * monday next aft’
y** at Dancaftr and y** was headed S'. Robert Wellys and a
nothr greate Capteyn and y** y* King hadde Warde y** the
Duk of Clarence and y° Erle of Warwick was att Efterfeld xx
mile from Dancaftre And uppon y* * Tewefday att 1x of y*
bell y¢ King toke y° feld and muftered his people and itt was
feid y** wer neu’ feyn in Inglond fo many goodly men and fo
well

This Letter was written a fhort time after the battle of Stamford, wherein Edward
was victorious, having flain and difperfed the Forces commanded by Sir Robert Welles,

who in this engagement had fought moft furioufly ; being exafperated at the recent death
of his father the Lord Welles, We are here acquainted with the movements of the

King
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unto your pleafure with the Grace of Almighty God, who have

you in his prote&ion and keeping.
Written in the Manor of the * Moor the 7% day of May

' G. EBORAC.
‘The Moor,

in Hertfordfhire,
7th of May.
Bctween 1466 and 1476,
6 and 16 E. IV,

LETTER XXXII.
To my Coufin, Fobn Pafion.

HE King came to Grantham, and there tarried * Thurf{day

all day, and there was headed Sir Thomas Dalalaunde
and one John Neille a great Captain ; and upon the * Monday
next after that at Doncafter, and there was headed Sir Robert
Welles, and another great Captain ; and then the King had word,
that the Duke of Clarence, and the Earl of Warwick, was at
Efterfield, 20 miles from Doncafter ; and upon the 3 Tuefday
at nine of the bell, the King took the field, and muftered his
people ; and it was faid, that [there] were never feen in England fo
King after his viCtory, and with fome of the Executions which.took place by his order-
on thofe who had oppofed him.
" _ * 15 March, 146g.
* 19 March, 1469.

$ 30 March, 1469
many-
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well arreiyed i a feld and my* Lord ‘'was whorfshupfully
accompanyed no Lord y* fo .well wherfor y* King gafte my
_ Lord a greate thanke and y* the Duk of Clarence and y* Erle
of Warwik harde y* y* King was comyng to y*™ warde in
contynent y*’ dep’ted and wente to Mancheftr’ in Lancafshire
hopyng to have hadde helpe and focour of y* Lord s Stanley
butt in conclucon y** y*r hadde litill favor as itt was enformed y*
King and fo men fayn y*” wente weftward and fommen demen
to London And whan y° King harde y*” wer dep’ted and gon
he went to York and came yeder ye ¢ thorefday next aftr and
y* camme into hym all y* Gentilmen of y* Shire and uppon
our 7 Lady day made Percy Erle of Northumb’land and he
y** was * Erle affore Markeys Muntakew and y* ng is p’pofed
to come Southwarde God fend hym god fpede.
Writen y* xxvij day of March.
? fov trotpth,
1 iby i
1¢CC-

4 I believe it means John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk.

$ Thomas, Lord Stanley, afterwards Earl of Derby.

¢ 22 March, 1469. .

7 25 March, 1470. N. B. The Date changed on the 25th of March, yearly.

® John Neville, brother to the Earl of Warwick; by this advancement in honour
2 we
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many goodly men, and fo well arrayed in a field; and my
+ Lord was worthipfully accompanied, no Lord there fo well ;
“wherefore the King gave my Lord a great thank.

And than [wbhen] the Duke of Clarence, and the Earl of War-
wick heard that the King was coming to themward, in continent
[#mmediately] they departed, and went to Manchefter in Lan-
cathire, hoping to have had help and fuccour of the Lord
s Stanley ; but in conclufion, there they had little favour, as it .
was informed the King; and, fo men fay, they went weftward,
and, fome men deem, to London.

And when the King heard they were departed and gone, he
went to York, and came thither the °Thurfday next after,
and there came in to him all the Gentlemen of the Shire; and
upon ? Our Lady day, (b¢) made Percy Earl of Northumberland,
and he that was * Earl afore, Marquis Montagu ; and fo the
King is purpofed to come Southward, God fend him good {peed.

Written the 27™ day of March.

° FOR TRUTH.

Tuefday,
27th of March,
1470, 10E. IV,

we muft fuppofe that even at this time the King had no fufpicion of the loyalty of the
Marquis. I have been more particular in afeertammg the Dates of the occurrences
ip this Letter, as they differ from fome of thofe in our Hiftorians. :
® The name of the Writer is not put to this Letter, but at the end, in a hand of the
tU:C, glgugh in a different ene from that ufed in the Letter, is written ¢ for trowyth.”
ve N° 23

LET-
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L€ TEZER **x333.

Thefe iij Letteres undirwreten the Kyng of bis own hand wrote
unto my Lords Clarence Warr, and Arck of York. The Cre-
dence wherof in Subflaunce was y,, e’y of them fhulde in fuech
Pfbil wife as thei have be accuffumed to ryde, come unto bis
Highnefs.

R, &, o our Brother of Clarence.

RODIR, We pray you to yeve feight and credence to ou:
welbeloved S'. Thom’s * Mongomery and Morice * Berkley
in that on ou’ behalf thei fhal declare to you And we trufte
ye wole difpofe you accordyng to our plefer and comaundet
And ye fhal be to us right welcome. At Notyngham the 1x

day of Jull.

To ou" Cofyn Therl of Warr.

OSYN we grete you well And pray you to yeve feight and
credence to S'. Thom’sMongomery and Morice Berkley, &c.

And we ne truft y" ye fhulde be of any fuech difpoficon
towards

Thefe Letters of King Edward were copied, and the Copies appear to have been
fent enclofed immediately to the perfon to whommhe Letter containing them was dire¢ted.
Pl. tv. N© 1. was copied from an original Autograph of this King.

The Letters were written by the Kingin 1470, either immediately before he was taken
Prifoner by the Earl of Warwick, or foon after his efcape, and re-afluming the govern-
ment, when a Conference was held at Weftminfter under a Safe-condu&; or (which is
moft probable) they were written at the time that the King had ordered his forces to

rendezvous at Nottingham, in order to oppofe Warwick ; when on the Earl’s approach
he
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LETTER XXXIL

Thefe three Letters underwritten, the King of his own band wrote
unto my Lords of Clarence, Warwick, and Archbifbop of York.
The Credence whereof in fubflance was, that every of them
Jbould “in fuch peaceable wife, as they have be [been] accufomed
10 ridey come unto bis Highnefs.

Rex Epvarous. 7o our Brother of Clarence.

ROTHER, we pray you to give faith and credence to our

well beloved Sir Thomas * Montgomery and Morice * Berk-
ley, in that on our behalf they fhall declare to you; and we
truft ye will difpofe you" according to our pleafure and com-
mandment ; and ye fhall be to us right welcome. At Nottingham
the gth day of July. '

To our Coufin, the Earl of Warwick,

OUSIN, we greet you well, and pray you to give faith and
credence to Sir Thomas Montgomery and Morice Berkley,

(in that on our behalf they fhall declare to you); and we ne truft
(o not believe] that ye fhould be of any fuch difpofition towards

he retreated, and marched for Lynn, in Norfolk, from whence he embarked for Holland.
The Date will not coincide with the time as fixed by our Hiftorians.

“The Letters are fhort and - concife, but contain every thing the Writer intended, and
as royal Letters are certainly curious. The Signature at the top is copied from an
Autograph of King Edward.

! Sir Thomas Montgomery had a command at the battle of Barnet, and was a Knight
of the Garter.

* Maurice Berkeley was fecond fon of James, Lord Berkeley, and in great favour
with King Edward. He fucceeded his Brother William as Lord Berkeley, in 1497, and
died in 1506. '

VoL. II. G us,
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towards us as y° Rumor here renneth confederyng the truft and
affeccon we bere in yow. At Notyngham the 1x day of Jull.
And Cofyn ne thynk but ye fhalbe to us welcome.

To ow Cofyn Tharchbyfbop of Yorks.

OSYN we p'y you y* ye wul accordyng to the p’myfe ye

made us to come to us as fone as ye goodely may And y**
yeve credence to St. Thom’s Mongomery and Morice Berkley
in y** un our behalve yei fhal fey to you And ye fhalbe to us
welcome, at Notyngham the 1x day of Jul.

113by 4.

LEEZTLTER FIU
To my Maftyr S'. Fobn Pafion knyght be thys delyu’yd.

Y GH'T worchepfull S'. I recomand me to yow thankyg

yow moft hertly of yo* gret coft whyche ye dyd on

me at my laft beig w' yow at London whyche to my power

1 wyll recompence yow w* the beft fervyfe that lythe in me
to do for your plefure whyll my wytts be my owne.

Syr as for the mater of * Caft” it hathe be meuyd to my

Ut;der the DireQion of this Letter is written in a hand of the .time @ A° x°,” whic!l

I fuppofe means the 10 E. IV. and accordingly I have fo dated this Letter, though had it

pot been for this memorandum I fhould have placed it after that of Sir John Pafton to

Joha Pafton, Efq. dated 3d of February, 1472, 12 E. IV. and to which I refer the
Reader, as likewife to the Letter dated between 8 and g, November 1472, 12 B. IV

Ne° Ll.and L, La dys
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us, as the Rumour here runneth, confidering the truft and affec-
tion we bear in you. At Nottingham the gth day of July. And
Coufin ne [do not] think but ye thall be to us welcome.

To our Coufin the Archbifbop of York.

COUSIN,' we pray you that ye will, according to the promife
ye made us, come to us as foon as'ye goodly may ; And
that (ye) give credence to Sir Thomas Montgomery and Morice
Berkley in that on our behalf they fhall fay to you; and ye fhall
be to us welcome. At Nottingham the 9™ day of July.

Nottingham,
gth of July, 1470, 10 E. IV.

L ETTE R XXXIV.
T'o my Maftcr, Sir Yobn Pafton, knight, be this delivered.

IGHT worthipful Sir, I recommend me to you, thanking

you moft heartily of your great coft, which ye did on me

at my laft being with you at London ; which to my power, I

-will recompence you with the beft fervice that lyeth in me to do
for your pleafure, while my wits be my own.

Sir, as for the matter of * Caifter, it hath been moved to my

* The Eftate and the Hall at Caifter, were part of the poffeflions of Sir John Faftolf,

knight. John Pafton, Father of Sir John, was one of his executors; by which means

the Paftons got into poffeflion of this Seat, &c. The right of poffeffing it was difputed

~ both by the Duke of Norfolk, and by King Edward IV. the former in 1469, layinga
regular Siege to it ; the Paftons had at laft quiet poffeffon.

G2 Lady’s
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Ladys good Grace by the Byfhope of = Wyncheft’ as well as
he kowd imagyri to fey it confederyg the lytyll leyfer that he
had w* hyr and he told me that he had ryght an agreabyll
anfwer of hyr but what hys anfwer was he wold not tell me
then I axyd hym what anfwer I fhould fend yow in as myche
as ye mad me a folyfyter to hys Lordfhip for that mater then
he bad me that undyr confayll I fhold fend you woord that hyr
anfwer was more to your plefure than to the contrary whych
ye fhall have more pleyn knowlage of thys next terme att
whyche tyme bothe my Lord and fhe fhall be at London.

The Byfhop cam to 3Framlyngham on wednyfday at nyght
and on thurfday by x of the clok befor noon my yong Lady
was kryftend and namyd 4 Anne the Byfhop cryftend it and
was Goddfader bothe And w*' in ij owyrs and lefle aftyr the
.cryftenyg was do, my Lord of Wyncheft’ departyd towards
Walth’m. (Then follows the fubflance of a comverfation between
the Lady of Norfolk and Thomas Davers, wherein fhe promifes
“to be a Friend to Sir Jobn Paflon concerning Caifter; but .
Davers fwore F. Paflon not to mention ber good will to any
perfon, except 1o Sir Jobn.) And I let you pleynly weet I am
not the man I was, ffor I was never fo roughe in my Maftyrs
confeyt as I am now and y* he told me hymf{elff before Rychard

Sothewell

* William de Wainfleet, or Patten, was a firm Adherent to the Houfe of Lancafter;
and notwithftanding that continued Bifhop of Winchefter from 1447 to 1486.

# Framlingham Caftle, in Suffolk, the then magnificent Seat of the Duke of Norfolk.

4 Anne, Daughter and Heir of John Mowbray, the laft Duke of Norfolk, of that name.

She was married in v477 (being quite a Child) to Richard Duke of York, fecond Son of

Edward IV. who on this marriage was created Duke of Norfolk, &c. Thi
s
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Lady’s good Grice by the Bifhop of * Winchefter, as well as
he could imagine to fay it, confidering the little leifure that
he had with her ; and he told me, that he had ngﬁt an agreeable
anfwer of her; but what his anfwer was, he would not tell me s
then I afked him what anfwer I fhould fend you, in as much
as ye made me a Solicitor to his Lordfhip for that matter ; then
he bad me, that, under counfel, I fhould fend you word, that
her anfwer was more to your pleafure than to the contrary;
which ye fhall have more plain knowledge of this next term,
at which time both my Lord and fhe fhall be at London.

The Bifhop came to 3 Framlingham on Wednefday at night,
and on Thurfday by ten of the clock before noon, my young
Lady was chriftened, and named * Anne; the Bifhop chriftened
it, and was Godfather both; and within two hours and lefs
after the Chriftening was do, my Lord of Winchefter departed
towards Waltham. (Then follows the fubfiance of a converfa-
tion between the Lady of  Norfolk and Thomas Davers, awherein
Jbe promifes to be a Friend to Sir Fobn Paflon concerning Caif-
ter, but - T. Davers fwore ¥. Pafton not to mention her good
will to any perfon, except to Sir Fobn.) And I let you plainly
weet, I am not the man I was ; for I was never fo rough in my
Mafter’s. concext as I am now, and that he told me himfelf before

This innocent Pnnce was fuppofcd to be murdered in the Tower, with his Brother
King Edward V. in 1483, aged about g years. 'The Lady Annme, his Duchefs, died T

believe before him. The Dukedom of Norfolk was in 1483 conferred on the Family of.
Howard,

Richard.
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Sothewell Tymp’ley §+. W. Brandon and twenty more, fo that
they y* lowryd nowgh laughe upon me, no moor but god look.
‘Wretyn at Framljgh’m the fryday next aftyr y* I depertyd
fro yow, thys day my Lord is towardys * Walfyngh’m and
. Somandyd me to ou’take hym to morow at y* fertheft.
1

13 by64.

Part of the Paper Mark,
the Letter G.
Pl x11. N° 18.
N. B. The upper Part is cut off.

s 'To vifit our Lady of Walfingham I fuppofe.

LELTTLTER IEU
- = = = Paflon, &e.

ROTHER I comand me to yow, &c. (Here follows an

order about fearching for fome Writings, €c.) Alfo telle

. John Pampyng that the mayde at y* Bulle at Cludeys at Weftm'

fent me on a tymeby hym to the moor a rynge of goolde to

a tookne whyche I hadde not off hym wherffor I wolle he

fcholde fende it hyedre ffor fche moft have itt ageyn or ellys ve.

ffor it was not hyrrys. Itm I praye yow be redye the mater

qwykennythe bothe ffor yowe and yowres as well as ffor us and
howrys.

As
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Richard Southwell, Tymperley, Sir W. Branden, and twenty
more, fo that they that loved not, laugh upon me ; no more but
god look [Ruery, Good Luck].

Written at Framlingham the Friday next after that I departed
from you. This day my Lord is toward 5 Walfingham, and
commanded me to overtake him to-morrow at the fartheft.

¢ J. PASTON.

Framgngham,
Friday, 1
10 Ey iV.ﬂo'

¢ Autograph. Pl. 1v. N° 12..

LETTER XXXV.
To ¥. Pafton, &,

ROTHER, I commend me to you, &c. (Here follows an

order abous fearching for fome Writings, &c.) Alfo tell
John Pampyng that the Maid at the Bull at Cludeys at Weft-
minfter, fent me, on a time by him, to the Moor, a Ring of
Gold to a token, which I had not of him ; wherefore I would
that he fhould fend it hither, for the muft have it again, or
elfe ss. for it was not hers. I pray you be ready, the matter
quickeneth both for you and yours, as well as for us and.

ours.
2 As.
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. As ffor tydynges my Lorde * Erchebyfshop is at the Moor but
ther is beleffte w* hym dyverfe off the Kynges {*vantes and as
I underftond he hathe lyfence to tarry ther tyll he be fente ffor.
Ther be many ffolkes uppe in the northe foo y** Percy is not
~ able to recyft them and foo the Kynge hathe fente ffor hys
fieeodmen to koom to hym for he woll goo to putt them downe
and foom feye y' the Kynge fholde come ageyn to London
and that in hafte.and as it is fayde 3 Cortenayes be londyd in
Devenfchyr and ther rewle. It'm that y* Lordes 4 Clarance and
Warwyk woll affaye to londe in Inglonde evyrye daye as ffolkes
ffeer. - ,

I praye yow late not John Mylfent be longe ffrom me wt
as moche as can be gaderyd and alfo that ye wryght to me off
all thynges that I have wretyn to yow ffor fo that I may_have
anfwer off evy thynge.

Other thynges Bacheler Walter berer heroff {chall informe yow.

Wretyn at London the Sondaye nexte beffor Seynt § Law-
rence daye.

Alfo my brother Edmonde is not yet remembryd.he hathe not

to lyff w* thynk on hym, &c.

Jobn Patton, L,
12 by 0.
Paper Mark,
The Letter R.
PL 1x. N° 16.

This Letter was written at a time when the nation was in a moft unfettled ftate, the
late King’s Adherents every day expeéting the arrival of the Duke of Clarence and the
Earl of Warwick, their new Friends. Some expreffions in this Letter feem to infinuate
that Sir John Pafton (Pl 1v. N°g.) withed well to their caufe; and by his putting
himfelf, as foon as the Revolution in the Government happened, under the Protection of
the Earl of Oxford, fhows he did fo.

L ¢



E'DWARD 1V 49

As for tidings, my Lord * Archbifhop is at the Moor, but
there is beleft with him diverfe of the King’s fervants ; and |
as I underftand, he hath licence to tarry there till he be fent for.
There be many Folks up in the North, fo that * Percy is not
able to refift them; and fo the King hath fent for his Feodmen
to come to him, for he will go to put them down; and fome
fay, that the King thould come again to London, and that in
hafte ; and as it is faid, 3 Courtneys be landed in Devonthire,
and there rule.

Item, that the Lords *Clarence and Warwick will aﬂ'ay to
land in England every day, as Folks fear.

I pray you let not John Mylfent be long from me, with as
much as can be gathered; and alfo that ye write to me of all
things that I have written to you for, fo that I may have anfwer
of every thing.

Other things Batchelor Walter, bearer hereof fhall inform
you. Written at London, the Sunday next before Saint 5 Law-
rence’s day.

Alfo my Brother Edmund is not yet remembered; he hath
not to live with, think on him, &c.

- JOHN PASTON, Knight.

London, t
Sunday, sth of Auguft,
1470, 10 E. IV,

* This muft mean George Neville, Archbifhop of York, and Brother to the Eail of
Warwick, who feems to have been fufpected by the ng, and left at the Moor as a
kind of State Prifoner.

2 Henry Percy, the lately created Earl of Northumberland.

3 The Courtneys were late Earls of Devonthire. ’

4 Tlhefe Noblemen landed about the beginning of the month following,

5 St. Laurence’s day is the 10th of Auguft.

Vor. IL. H LET-
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ZLETTER ¥
To my ryght Warchipfull Modyr Margaret Pafion be thys delyd d.

AFT YR humbyll and moft dew recomendacyon as lowly
as I can I befeche yow ‘of yo' blyflyg Plefyt yow to wet
y* blyflyd be god my brodyr and I be in good hele and I tryft
that we thall do ryght well in all owyr maters haityly ffor my
' Lady of * Norff hathe promyflyd to be rewlyd by my Lord of
: Omynforthe in all fyche maters as belonge to my bredyr and
to me and as for my Lord of Oxynforthe he is bettyr Lord
to me by my trowthe than I can wythe hym in many matets
for he fente to my Lady of Norff by John Bernard only for
my mater and for non othyr caufe my onwetjg or wythout
eny preyer of me for when he fente to hyr I was at London
and he at Colcheftyr and y* is a lyeklyod he remebyrthe me
the Dwk and the Dwchefs fwe to hym as humbylly as evyr
I dyd to them in fo myche that my Lord of Oxynforth fhall
have the rwyll of them and thers by ther owne defyirs and gret
meanys. As for the Ofyces that ye wrot to my brodyr for and

"This Letter wag written after the flight of Edward, and very foon after the reftoration
of Henry VL. to the throne. Sir John Pafton, and his Brother John Pafton, (Pl 1v.N°12.)
the Writer of this Letter, had been and @il were of the Houfehold of the Duke of Norfolk,
but were now making their court to the Earl of Oxford ; and hoped by his favour to have
appointments under this new Government, which took place the beginning of October.

* to.
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LETTE R XXXVL

To my right worfbipful Mother, Margaret Pafton, be this delivered.

FTER humble and moft due recommendation, as lowly
- as I can, I befeech you of your blefling. Pleafe it you
“to weet, that, blefled be God, my Brother and I be in good hele
[bealth] 5 and I truft that we fhall do right well in all our mat-
ters haftily ; for my Lady of * Norfolk hath promifed to be
ruled by my Lord of * Oxford in all fuch matters as belong to
my brother and to me; and as for my Lord of Oxford, he
is better Lord to me, by my truth, than I can with him in
many matters ; for he fent to my Lady of Norfolk by John
Bernard only for my matter, and for none other caufe mine on
weeting [ forgesting], or without any prayer of me, for when
he fent to her I was at London, and he at Colchefter, and that
. 1s a likelihood he remembered me.

The Duke and the Duchefs fue to him as humbly as ever I
did to them ; infomuch that my Lord of Oxford thall Havg the
rule of them and theirs, by their own defires and great means.

As for the Offices, that ye wrote to my brother for and to me,

* John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk ; Elizabeth, Daughter of John Talbot, firft Earl
of Shrewfbury, Duchefs of Norfolk,

* John de Vere, a firm friend to the Houfe of Lancafter, and who, during the fhort

exaltation of Henry, was amongft the firft Statefmen of that Party. He died 1oth of
March, 1412, 4 H. VIIL : ’

H 2 *  they
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to me they be for no poore men but I tryft we fhall fped of
othyr ofyfeys metly for us. For my Maftyr the Erle of Oxyn-
forthe bydeth me axe and have. I trow my brodyr S'. John
thall have the Conftabyllfhep of Norwyche caftyll w* xx' of ffee
all the Lordys be agreyd to it. Tydyngs the Erle of 3 Wyr-
ceftyr is lyek to dye y's day or ‘to morow at the fertheft John
- Pylkygton M. W, att Clyffand ffowler ar takyn and in the caftyll
of Pomfrett and ar lyek to dye haftyly w' owte yr be dead.
St. T. Mongomere and Joudone be takyn what fhall falle of hem
I can not fey.

The + Qwen y* was and the Dwchefs of * Bedford be in Seyn-
tuary at Weftmeftyr, the Byfheop ° of Ely w* othyr Bytheopys
ar in feynt Martyns when I here more I fhall fend yow more

I prey God fend yow all your defyrs Wretyn at London on Seynt
Edwards evyn.

Yor Sone and humbyll Servnt,
3. 2

Modyr I befeche yow y* Brome may be fpokyn to to gadyr
up my fylluyr at Gwton in all hatt poffybyll for I have no mony.
Alfo y* it lyek yow y* John Mylfent may be {fpokyn to to
kep well my Grey horfe and he be alyve and y* he fpare no met

3 John Tiptoft, Lord Treafurer and Lord Conftable, abfconded on the departure of
his Royal Mafter, but was taken in Weybridge Foreft, in Huntingdonthire, concealed in a
Tree ; and being brought to the Tower, was there beheaded upon a charge of cruelty, on
the 18th of O&ober, 1470.

4 Elizabeth, Queen of Edward IV. ¢
on
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they be for no poor men ; but I truft we fhall {peed of other
offices meetly forus. For my Mafter the Earl of Oxford biddeth
me afk and have. I trow [think] my brother Sir John fhall
have the Conftablethip of Norwich Caftle, with 20/, of Fee;
all the Lords be agreed to it.

Tidings, the Earl of 3 Worcefter is like to die this day, or
to-morrow at the fartheft; John Pilkington, M. W. at Clyff,
and Fowler are taken, and in the Caftle of Pomfret, and are like
to die haftily, without they be dead. Sir Thomas Montgomery
and Joudone be taken, what fhall fall of them I cannot fay.

The * Queen that was, and the Duchefs of s Bedford be in
San&uary at Weftminfter; the Bifhop of ¢ Ely with other
Bithops are in Saint Martin’s ; when 1 hear more, I fhall fend
you more; I pray God fend you all your defires. Written
at London on Saint Edward’s even. ‘

Your Son and humble Servant,

J. PASTON.

London, Thurfday,
11th of O&ober, 1470, 10 E. IV. (49 H. VL) -

Mother, I befeech you, that Brome may be {poken to, to
gather up my Silver at Guyton in all hafte poffible, for I have
no money. Alfo that it like you, that John Milfent may be
~ {poken to, to keep well my Grey Horfe, an [ if] he be alive, and

$ Jaqueline, of Luxemburgh, Duchefs-dowager of Bedford, and Widow of Sir Richard
Widville or Woodyville, Mother to Elizabeth.

¢ William Gray, a man of family and great learning, was placed in this See by
Pope Nicholas the V, in 1454, He was Lord Treafurer to Edward IV. and died in

1478.
that
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on hym and y* he have konnjg Lechys to look to hym As
for my comyg hom I knowe no ferteynte for I terry tyll my
Lady of Norff com to go thorow w' the maters and fhe fhall
not be here tyll fonday. ’ |

11 3by 8.

L E L LT ER IFUTT

To my right dere and welbeloved Brother Thomas Veer.

IGHT Dere and welbeloved brother I com’nd me hertly
unto you c’tyfying you that I have receyved yor w’tyng
dire@ted now lafte unto me by my f*vant Will’m Cooke by
which I und’ftande the faithfull gwydyng and difpoficon of the
Cuntre to my gret Cumfote and Pleafer, which I dowbte not
fhall redunde to the gretheft p’fyng and worfhip that eu’ dide

till eny Cuntre c’tyfying you ferd’more that by Nichefon of
yo other tydyngs lafte fend unto me Alfo thes by Robt Port’

I have difpofed me w* all the power that I can make in Effex

“and Suff® Cambrygefhire and other places to be on monday next
comyg at Bury whiche p’pofe I intende to obf’ve w* Godds g’ce

towards you in to Norff® to the affiftence of you and the Cuntre

in cafe Edwardé wt his Companye had aryved ther and yete

I fhall do the fame noghtw'ftandyng for if he aryve northwarde

4 : like
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that he fpare no meat on him, and that he have cunning
Leeches ta look to him. As for my coming home, I know.
no certainty, for I tarry till my Lady of Norfolk come to go
through with the matters, and fhe fhall not be here till Sunday.

- —prrT o

L ETTE R XXXVIL

To my right dear and well beloved Brother, Thomas Veer.

IGHT dear and well beloved Brother, I commend me

heartily unto you; certifying you that I have received your
writing, dire¢ted now laft unto me, by my fervant William
Cooke, by which I underftand the faithful guiding and difpo-
fition of the Country to my great Comfort and Pleafure;
which I doubt not fhall redound to the greateft praifing and
worthip that ever did till [#] any Country ; certifying you far-
thermore, that by Nichefon of yeur other tidings laft {ent unto
me ; alfo thefe by Robert Porter. I have difpofed me with all
the power that I can make in Effex and Suffolk, Cambridgefhire,
and other places, to be on Monday next coming at Bury, which
purpofe I intend to obferve with God’s Grace towards you into
Norfolk, to the affiftance of you and the Country, in cafe
Edward with his Company had arrived there, and yet I fhall do

the fame notwithftanding ; for if he arrive Northward, like
‘ as
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like as ye wete by likelyhode he fhulde I cafte to folow and

porfew hym and where ye defire that I fhulde fend you woorde
what difpoficon fhalbe take in the Cuntre wher ye  be I defire

you that ye by theadvyfe of the Gentilmé which ben there
chefe iij or iiij and fend theym to me at Bury on monday next
and than I and they w* my Counceyle fhall take a Direccon for.
the Sur’tie of all that Cuntre by Godds g’ce by whome I fhall
fend than to you relacon whed" ye fhall remayne ftill ther yor felff
or reforte to me w*' all thos that be acompayned wt you and
Jh’u p'Cve you. At Hithingh’m the xiiij day of Marche.

p pour lobpng brothpr,

Dypnforn,
113by84.
Paper Mark, Wheels, &c.
Pl x. N° g. .
1¢T-

Sir Thomas de Vere, Knight, was third brother to John de Vere, Earl of Oxford.
It appears from this Letter, that the County of Norfolk was in the intereft of Henry VI.
and by the Orders which it contains, that the Earl had had advice from his Brother of
the appearance of Edward’s Fleet on that Coaft, and of its proceeding from thence to the

North.
Hollingfhed
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as ye weet by likelihood he fhould, I caft [msfend] to follow
and purfue him, and where(as) ye defire that I fhould fend
you word what difpofition fhall be taken in the Country where
ye be, I defire you, that ye, by the advice of the Gentlemen
which be there, chufe three or four and {fend them to me at
Bury on Monday next ; and then I and they, with my Council,
thall take a dire@ion for the {urety of all that Country by God’s
grace ; by whom I fhall fend then to you relation, whether ye
fhall remain ftill there yourfelf, or refort to me with all thofe
that be accompanied with you, and Jefu preferve you. At
Hithingham [Heningham] the 14th day of March.

By your loving Brother,

OXYNFORD.

Heningham, or Hedingham Caftle, in Effex,
14th of March, 1470, 11 E.IV. (49 H.VL)

Holling(hed informs us, that Edward came before Cromer, in Norfolk, on the rath
of March, where he fent on fhore Sir Robert Chamberlaine, Sir Gilbert Debenham,
and others, to underftand how the Country ftood affeted. They found the vigilance of
the Earl of Oxford, and the great preparations he had made, were fuch, that it would be
unfafe to land, and therefore they fteered Northwards.

.- Autograph. PL 1v.N? 5. Pl.xiv. N° 24.

Vor. II. I ' LET-
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LELTLTCER UIYY

To my right trufly and welbelovyd  Henry Spilman Thos Seyve

Jobn Seyve Jfames Radclif Fobn Bramptom the older and 1o
eche of them.

TRU’STY and welbeloved I comfide me to you lettyng
you witte that I have credible tydyngs that the Kyngs
gret enemys and rebellis acompanyed w‘enemys eftingers be
nowe aryved and landyd in the north p’ties of this his land to
the utter deftru&tion of his roiall p’fone and fubu’fion of all
his realm if they myght atayne whom to encountr’ and refifte
the Kings Highnefle hath comiinded and affigned me under
his feall fufficient power and auorite to call reyfe gad’r and
affemble fro tyme to tyme all his liege people of the Shir’ of
Norff” and other places to affifte ayde and ftrenght me in the
fame enteht Wherfor in the Kyngs name and by au&orite
aforefaid I ftraitly charge and comand you and in my owne
byhalf hertly defir’ and py you that all excufes leid ap’t ye
and eche of you in your owne p’fones defenfibly araied w!
asmony

This fpirited Letter was written immediately after noticc of the landing of Edward at
Ravenfpur, in Yorkfhire, on the 14th of March; but whether the forces raifed in
Norfolk, and the neighbouring Counties, marched towards Newark does not appear ;
—if they did, they and thofe they might meet there, never faced Edward’s Army, which

came forwards to the Earl of Warwick’s Ferces intrenched at Coventry. Edward there
’ made
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LETTE R XXXVIIL

To my right trufly and well beloved Henry Spilman; T homas Seyve,
Fobn Seyve, Fames Radclif, Fobn Brampton the elder, and to
each of them.

RUSTY and well beloved, I commend me to you,
letting you weet, that I have credible tidings that the
King’s great Enemies and Rebels, accompanied with Enemies
Eftrangers, be now arrived, and landed in the North parts of this
his land, to the utter deftrucion of his royal perfon, and fubs
verfion.of all his realm, if they might attain ; whom to encoun-
ter and refift the King’s Highnefs hath commanded and affigned
me, under his Seal, fufficient power and authority to call, raife,
gather, and aflemble, from time to time, all his liege people
of the fhire of Norfolk, and other places to affift, aid, and
firengthen me in the fame intent. ‘
- Wherefore in the King’s name, and by authority aforefaid, I
ftraitly charge and command you, and in my own behalf heartily
defire and pray you, that, all ex¢ufes laid a-part, ye and each

made a feint of attacking them, but being joined by his Brother the Duke of Clarence,
it was determined to omit that, and proceed immediately to London ; where he arrived

on the 11th of April, without oppofition, and inftantly re-iffumed the Govemment of
the Kingdom. .

Autograph. Pl 1v.N° g,
| of
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‘asmony men as ye may goodly make be on fryday next comyng
at Lynne and fo forth to Newark wher’ w* the leve of God,
I fhall not faile to be at that tyme entendyng fro thence to goo
foorth w* the help of God you and my fryndes to the recountr
of the faid enemyes And that ye faill not hereof as ye tendr’
the weele of our faid Sow’eygne Lord and all this his realme
Written at Bury the xix™ day of Marche.

Drunford,
12 by 6%.

Paper Mark,
Bull’s'Head and Star.
Pl. x. N° 3. Ty

L €T LT ECR XIE

T the right Worfbipfull and fSall fingler Maifier ', Yobn
Paflon knyght be this delywed.

FTER due recomendacon hadde w*all my f{vyce, &c.
(Here follrw Copies of Indiciments and Appeals procured
againft S'. Fobn Pafton, and bis Servant: 3 —and likews ﬁ: other
law bufinefs.)
As for tydyngs here in y** cuntre be many tales, and non
-accorth w* other, it is tolde me by the Undirfhireve that my

Lord of Clarence is goon to his brother late Kyng in fo moche
that
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of you, in your own perfons defenfibly arrayed, with as many
men as ye may goodly make, be on Friday next coming at Lynne,
and fo forth to Newark ; where, with the leave of God, I fhall
not fail to be at that time; intending from thence to go forth
with the help of God, you, and my Friends to the re-counter
of the faid Enemies ; and that ye fail not hereof, as ye tender
the weal of our faid Sovereign Lord, and all this his Realm.
Written at Bury, the 19th day of March.
s OXYNFORD.
u

Ty,
1gth of March,
1470, 11 E. IV. (49 H. VL)

L ETTE R XXXIX.

To the right worfbipful and fpecial Singular Mafler, Sir Fobn
Paflon, knight, be this delivered,

FTER due recommendation had, with all my fervice,

&c. (Here follow Copies of Indictmemts and Appeals pro-

cured againft Sir Jobn Paftony, and bis Servants ;==—and likew: jé
other law bufinefs.)

As for tidings, here in this Country be many Tales, and

" none accord with other; it is told me by the Under Sheriff,

that my Lord of Clarence is gone to his Brother late King ;

infomuch
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that his men have the * Gorget on their breefts and y* Rofe
ov’ it And it is feid that y* Lord * Haward hath p’clamed
Kyng E Kyng of Inglond in Suff, &c. |

Yos and at yo* comandement,

3 James Grelb’m,
Paper Mark,
A Pair of Shears,
Pl. x1. N° 11,
12 by 16 .

x A Collar worn round the neck,

£ € T T € B ¥
To my Moodre.

OODRE I recomande me to yow letyng yow wette yt
blyffed be God my brother John is a lyffe and farethe
well and in no p'ell off dethe. Neu’ the lefle he is hurt w
an Arow on hys ryght arme be nethe y° elbow and I have
fent hym a Serion whyche hathe dreffid hym and he tellythe me
y: he truftythe y* he fchall be all holl w* in ryght fchort tyme.
It is fo y* John Mylfent is ded God have m’cy on hys Sowle and
Wyll’m Mylfent is on lyffe and hys other Servants all be
afkepyd by all lyklihod.
{’'m as ffor me I ame in good ‘cafe blyflyd be God and in
no Jop'te off my lyffe as melyft my felf for I am at my lyberte
4 ' iff
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infomuch that his men have the * Gorget on their breafts, and
the Rofe over it. And it is f{aid, that the Lord * Howard hath
proclaimed King E (dward) King of England in Suffolk.

Yours, and at your Commandment,

3 JAMES GRESHAM.
Latter end of March,
or beginning of April,
1471, 11 E. IV, (49 H. VL)

2 JohmeHoward, afterwards the firt Duke of Norfolk of that name,
3 Pl. 111, N° 28,

LETTETZR XL
To my Mother

A OTHER, I recommend me to you, ietting you weet, that,

blefled be God, my brother John (Paffon) is alive and

fareth well, and in no peril of death; neverthelefs he is hurt

with an Arrow on his right arm, beneath the elbow ; and I have

fent him a Surgeon, which hath drefled him, and he telleth

me, that he trufteth that he fhall be all whole within right
fhort time.

It is fo that John Milfent is dead, God have mercy on his
Soul! and William Milfent is alive, and his other Servants
all be efcaped by all likelihood.

Item, as for me, I am in good cafe blefled be God; and
in no jeopardy of my life, as me lift myfelf; for I am at my

liberty if need be.
Item,
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iff nede bee. It'm my Lorde* Archebyfshop is in the Towr
neu’thelefle I truft to God y* he fchall do well I noghe he hathe
a Saffe garde for hym and me bothe. Neu’thelefle we have ben
troblyd fyns but nowe I undreftande y* he hathe a Pardon and fo
we hope well. _

Ther was kyllyd uppon the ffelde halffe a myle ffrom Ber-
nett on Efterne daye * the Erle of Warwyk, y° Marqweys
Montacu . Will'm 3 Terell St Lewes Johns and dyu’fe other
Efgérs off owr Contre. Godm’fton and Bothe. -

And on the Kynge Edwardes p’tye the Lord 4 Cromwell y*
Lord s Saye S'. Omffrey ¢ Bowghther off owr contre whyche
is a fore moonyd man her and other peple off bothe p’tyes to y*
nombre off mor then 7 a m'

As for other tythynges is undreftaride her y* the Qwyen

' Margrett

This curious Letter was written by Sir John Pafton, (Pl 1v. N° g.) to his Mother,

the fourth day after the Battle of Barnet; wherein he had perfonally fought ; and which
may be faid to have fettled Edward almoft fecurely on the throne, by depriving him
of his lmplamble Enemy the great Earl of Warwick, who here fell, moft furioufly
fighting.
" His Brother, the Marquis of Montagu, fhared the fame fate Sir John Pafton fhows
himfelf a true Lancaftrian, and even now entertains great hopes of a change of affairs
favourable to Henry ;—thefe, Ifuppofe, were raifed by the landing of Queen Margaret
and her Son, Prince Edward, in Dorfetfhire, but they proved of fhort continuance, for at
the fatal Battle of Tewkefbury, fought on the 4th of May following, her Army was
totally routed, and herfclf, and Son, taken Prifoners ; when the latter was almoft imme-
diately moft bafely murdered, in the prefence of Edward; and our Hiftorians fay, that
this young Prince fell by the Swords of the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, and of
the Lords Dorfet and Haftyngs !

He was only eighteen ycars of age, and was buried without any funeral pomp, in the
Church of the Black Friars, in Tewkefbury,

It feems fomewhat furprifing that Sir John fhould commit to paper his withes and

opinions
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Item, my Lord * Archbithop is in the Tower; neverthelefs
_I'truft to God, that he fhall do well enough; he hath a Safe-
guard for him and me both ; neverthelefs we have been troubled
fince, but now I underftand, that he hath a Pardon ; and fo we
hope well. A

There was killed upon the Field, half a mile from Barnet,
on Eafter day, * the Earl of Warwick, the Marquis Montagu,
Sir William ? T&rell, Sir Lewis Johns, and divers other Efquires
of  our Country, Godmerfton and Booth.

And on the King Edward’s party, the Lord ¢ Cromwell, the
Lord # Say, Sir Humphrey © Bourchier of our Country, which
is a fore moonyd [ moamed] man here; and other people of both
Parties to the humber of more than ? a thoufand.

As for other tidings, (i) is underftood here, that the Queen

opinions fo fully, ata time when he was fcarcely at liberty himfelf, and had reafon to fear
that if his featiments were difcovered his life might be in danger.

-* George Neville, Archbifhop of York ;—it was from the cuftody of this Prelate, that
Edward efcaped, after having been furprifed and taken Prifoner by the Earl of Warwick,
in 1440 ; perhaps the kind treatment of his then Prifoner, now procured his Pardon.

2 The Bodies of thefe two Noblemen were expofed three days to public view in St.
Paul’s Cathedral, and then conveyed to, and buried at Bitham Abbey, in Berkfhire.

3 Sir William Tyrel, was Coufin to Sir James Tyrel, the afterwards fuppofed Murderer
of Edward V. and his brother the Duke of York.

4 Humphrey Bourchier, third Son of Henry Earl of Effex, had fummons to parlia-
ment, in 1461, as Lord Cromwell, in right of his wife.

- 5 Willlam Fienes, Lord Say.

. ¢ Son of John Lord Berners.

7 ‘This number is confiderably lefs than the leaft given by any of our Hiftorians, wto,
fome of them, made the it of flain to amount to 10,000 others to 4000, and thofe who
fpeak the moft moderately to 1500 men.

The Battle of Barnet began on the mornirg, and lafted till afternocn on Eafter Sunday,
the r4th of April, 1471.

Vor. 1I. K Margaret



6 ~ ORIGINAL LETTERS.
* Margrett is verrely londyd and hyr Sone in the weft Contre
‘and 1 trow y' as to morow or ellys y* next daye'the Kynge
Edwarde wyll dep't ffrom henfe to hyr warde to dryve her owt
ageyn. It'm I befeche yow y* I may be recomendyd to my
Cofyn Lomner and to thanke hym ffor hys goode wyll to me
wardes iff I had hadde nede as I undreftoode by the berer heroff
and I befeche you on my behalve to advyfe hym to be well ware
off hys delyng or langage as yit ffor the worlde I enfur yow is
ryght qwefye as ye fchall know w* in thys monthe the peple
heer feerythe it foor.

God hathe fchewyd hym felffe marvelouﬂye lyke hym y*
made all and can undoo ageyn whan hym lyﬁ; and I kan
thynke y* by all lyklyod fchall {chewe hym fylff as mervylous
ageyn and that in {chort tyme and as I fuppofe offter then onys
in cafis lyke. -

I'm it is {foo that my brother is on p'veyed off monye, I
have holpyn hym to my power and above. Wherffor as it
pleafythe yow remembre hym, ffor kan not p’veye ffor my felffe
in y* fame cafe.

Wretyn at London the thoryfdaye in Efterne weke I hope
haftely to fee yow.

All ¢ thys bylle moft be fecrett, be ye not adoghtyd off the
worlde ffor I truft all {chall be well, iff it thufle contenewe

* Queen Margaret, and Prince Edward her Son, landed at Weymouth, in Dorfetthire,
about the z3th or x4th of April.

1 : I ame
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3 Margaret is verily landed and her Son, in the Weft Country,
and I trow [belicve] that as to-morrow or elfe the “next day,
the King Edward will depart from hence to her ward, to drive
her out again.

Item, I befcech you that I may be recommended to my
Coufin Lomner, and to thank him for his good will to me ward,
if I had had need, as I underflood by the Bearer hereof ; and I
befeech you on my behalf to advife him to be well ware of his
dealing or language as yet, for the world, I aflure you, is
right queafy [unfettled] as: ye fhall know within this month ;
the People here feareth it fore.

God hath fhewed himfelf marvelloufly like him that made
all, and can undo again when him lift; and I can think that
by all likelihood fhall fhew himfelf as marvellous again, and
that in fhort time ; and, as I fuppofe, oftener than once in cafes
like. :

Item, it is fo, that my Brother is unpurveyed [ #nprovided
of money, I have holpen [Aejped] him to my power and above ;
whcrefqre, as it pleafeth you, remember him, for cannot purvey
for myfelf in the fame cafe.

Written at London the Thurfday in Eafter week.

I hope haftily to fee you. 9 All this bill muft be fecret.
Be ye not adoubted [fufpicious] of the world, I truft all fhall

9 Sir John had fufficient reafon to fay, ¢ All this bill muft be fecret,” for if the

“conclufion of this Letter had been feen by the York Party ; his Liberty, if not his Life,
would have been at ftake, Y3 rty, if not his Life,

Kz be
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I ame not all undon nor noon off us and iff otherwyfe,
then, &c. &c. '

113by8i.

Paper Mark, .
Bull’s Head and Star.
Pl. x1. N© 10.

L ET LT ER LI

To the ryght rev'ent and wyrchypfull * Lady.

YGHT rev’ent and wyrchypfull Lady I recomande me
to yow lettyng yow wete that I am in gret hevynes at the
makyng of thys Lett’ but thankyd be God I am efchapyd my
felfe and fodenly dep’tyd fro my men for I undyrftand my Chap-
leyn wold have detrayed me and if he com in to the Contre let
hym be mad feu’ &c. Alfo ye fhall gyff credence to the bryng® -
of thys Lett’ and I befeke yow to reward hym to hys cofts for
I was not in power at the makyng of thys Lett’ to gyff hym but
as I wafs put in treft by favar of ftrange pepyll, &c.
Alfo ye fhall fend me in all haft all the redi money that ye
' ' can
This curious and fecret Letter, without Name, Date, or Direction, was writte;n by
fome Perfon of confequence in this reign, and I believe by John de Vere, Earl of Oxford,
. after the unfuccefsful battle of Barnet, fought on the 14th of April, 1471, when he

retreated with fome of his men towards Scotland ; but difcovering a defign to betrdy him,

he privately left them, and went into Wales to join the Earl of Pembroke, The fupplies
: of
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be well ; if it thus continue, I am not all undone, nor none of
us; and if otherwife then, &c. &c.
London,

Thurfdzy 18th of A
1471, 11 E. IV. P

L ET T E R XLI.

To the right reverend and worfbipful * Lady.

IGHT reverend and worfhipful Lady, I recommend me
‘to you, letting you weet that I am in great heavinefs at
the making of this Letter; but thanked be God, I am efcaped
myfelf, and fuddenly departed from my men ; for I underftand
my Chaplain would have detrayed [betrayed) me ; and if he come
into the Country, let him be made fure, &c.
Alfo ye fhall give credence to the Bringer of this letter, and
I befeech you to reward him to his cofts ; for I was not in power
at the making of ‘this letter to give him, but as I was put in
truft by favour of ftrange pcople, &c. - ,
Alfo ye thall fend me in all hafte all the rcady money that ye
of men and money, &c. hcrcm required to be fent to him, were mtendcd to ftrengthen
the Queen’s army, which was now with the utmoft expedition affembling, and which,

before the Earls of Pembroke and Oxford could join it, was totally routed at Tewkefbury,
on the 4th of May following.

* Margaret, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salifbury, and Sifter to the late Farl
of Warwick, and Wife of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford.

can
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_can make and affe mone of my mé afle can com well horfyd

and that they cu in dyu’fe p’eellys, Alfo that my horfle
be fent w' my ftele Sadelles and byd the yoman of the horfer
cou’ theym w* ledd. Alfo ye thall fend to my * Mod" and '
let hyr wete -of thys Lett’ and pray hyr of hyr bleflyng and
byd hyr fend me my Kafket by thys tokyn that fhe hathe -
the Key theroft but it is brokyn, )

Alfo ye fhall fend to the Pryor of 3 Thetford and byd hym
fend me the S’m of gold that he feyd that I fchuld have. Alfo
fey to hym by thys * token that I fchewyd hym the fyrft p’ve
Seale, &c. Alfo lete Paftun, Fylbryg Brews com’ to me.
Alfo ye fhall delyu’ the bryng’ of thys Lett’ an horfle fadell
and brydell Alfo ye fchallbe of gud cher and take no thowght
for I fchall brynge my $ purpofe abowte now by the g’ce of
God qwhome have yow in kepyng,

.14 by §.

Paper Mark,
Bull’s Head and Star
PL x. N€ 1.

* Elizabeth, Daughter and Heir of Sir John Howard, Knight, who was Uncle to
John Howard, firft Duke of Norfolk of that name. She was now the widow of
John de Vere, late Earl of Oxford.

3 John Vefcey, Prior of Thetford, from 1441 to 1479.

+ The precifion of the privy tokens fhews the caution obferved, left the Money, &c.
fhould be fraudulently obtained by making ufe of his name only.

1¢CT-
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can make ; and as many of my men, as can come well horfed,
and that they come in diverfe parcels. .

Alfo that my beft horfes be fent with my fteel faddles, and
bid the Yeoman of the horfe cover them with leather.

Alfo ye fhall fend to my * Mother, and let her weet of this
letter, and pray her of her blefling, and bid her fend me my
Catket, by this token ; that fbe bath the Key thereof, but it is
broken. |

Alfo ye fhall fend to the Prior of s Thetford, and bid him fend
me the Sum of Gold that he faid that I thould have ; alfo fay to
" him by this 4 token ; that I fbewed bim the firff Privy Seal, &c.
 Alfo let Pafton, Felbrig, and Brews, come to me.

Alfo'ye fhall deliver the bringer of this letter an horfe, faddle,
and bndle. _
Alfo ye thall be of good cheer, and take no thought [be not me-
lancholy], for I fhall bring my s purpofe about now by the grace
of God, who have you in keeping.

April, 1471, 11 E IV,
$ This fhews the expe@ations formed by this laft attempt of the Queen and Prince

Edward.

¢ For an exa& Copy of this Signature, of which the firft Chara&er may be fappofed to
refemble an O, and the laft a D, though this is oaly fuppofition, fee PlL. 1v, N° 6. :

LET-



72 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

LETLTER ¥IJ.

To Mefirefle Margret Paflon or to obn Paflon Efgier byr
Sone in baft.

RYGHT well belovyd brother I comende me to yow
letyng yow wete y' I am in wellffar I thanke God and
have ben euyr fyns y* I {fpake laft-w* yow, and mervayle for y
ye {ent new’ wryghtynge to me fyns ye departyd I herde nevyr
{yn’ y* tyme any worde out off Norff® ye myght aft * Bertle-
mai feyr havé had meflengers I nowe to London and iff ye
had fent to Wykys he {cholde have coveyed it to me. I herde
yift’'daye y* a Worfted man off Norff, y* folde * Worftedys at
Wyncheft’ feyde y* my Lord of Norff’ and my Lady wer on
pylgrymage at 3 Our Lady on ffoot and fo they went to Caft’
and y* at Norwyche on fcholde have had large langage to yow
and callyd yow 4 Traytor and pyked many q'rellys to yow,
fende me worde ther off, it wer well doo y* ye wer a lytell
fewrer off yowr pardon than ye be auyfe you, I deme ye woll

her afftr ellys repent yow.
' I undre-

This Letter contains no Anecdotes of much confequence, yet we may leamn from it
how little intercourfe was kept up between one part of the kingdom and another ; no
opportunity perhaps having occurred of fending a Letter from Norwich to London,
unlefs at the time of the Fair; another thing ftrikes us, which is, the ufe that Pilgrims

were of, in conveying intelligence. The advice which Sir John (Pl 1v. N° 10.)
hints
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L ETTER XLIL.

To Mrs. Margaret Paflon, or to Fobn Pq/?on, Efquire, ber
Son, in hafe.

IGHT well beloved Brother, I commend me to you,
letting you weet, that I am in welfare I thank God, and

have been ever fince that I fpake laft with you; and marvel
for that ye fent never writing to me fince ye departed ; I heard
never fince that time any word out of Norfolk ; ye might at
* Bartholomew Fair have had Meﬂ'engers enough to London,
and if ye had fent to Wykes, he thould have conveyed it to me.
I heard yefterday, that a Worfted man of Norfolk, that fold
» Worfteds at Winchefter, faid, that my Lord of Norfolk and
my Lady were on Pilgrimage at 3 Our Lady on foot, and fo
they went to Caifter ; and that at Norwich one fhould have had
large language to you, and called you 4 Traitor, and picked
many quarrels to yous; fend me word thereof; it were well
done, that ye were a little furer of your pardon than ye be,
avife you, I deem ye will hereafter elfe repent you.
hints to his brother is good, and his anxious concern for the fafety of his young bre-
thren, gives us a favourable opinion of his kind difpofition towards them.

I Bartholomew Fair, in Smithfield. - .

* Worfted, in Norfolk, a town formerly famous for the fpinning of the fine thread,
with which the yarn called Worfted is made.

3 Of Walfingham.
4 This refers to the part he had taken previous to, and at, the reftoration of Henry VI,

Vor. 1L L I under-
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I undreftonde y* Baftarde * Faucobryge is owther hedyd or
lyke to be and hys brother bothe; Some men feye he wolde
have defervyd it and fom fey naye.

I p’pofe to be att London the ffyrft daye off the terme fend
me worde, whethyr ye {chall be ther or nott.

It'm I wolde wete whether ye have fpoken wyth my Lady off
Norff* or not and off hyr difpoficn and the howfoldys to me
and to yow wardes and whether it be a poffible to have Caft’
ageyn and ther goodewylles or not; and alfo I praye yow
undreftande what ffelafchyp and guydyng is in Caft’ and have
a {pye refortyng in and owt, fo maye ye know the fecretys
among them. Ther is moche adoo in the Northe as men feyn
I pray yow be ware off yowr guydyng and in cheff off yowr
langage, and fo y* firo henfe fforthe by yowr langage noo
man p’ceyve y' ye ffavor any p’fon cotrary to y° Kynges ple-
fur. I undreftonde y* y° Lord ¢ Ryu’s hathe lycence off y*
Kynge to goo to Portyngale now w'in thys vij nyght. I pray
yow recomande me to my modre and befeche hyr off hyr
blyflyng on my be halve. (Here follow fime direciions- about
payments of momey.) It'm 1 praye yow fende me worde iff
any off owr firendys or wellwyllers be dede, ffor I feer y* ther
is grete dethe in Ndrwyche and in other Borowgh townefe in

Norff’,

$ Thomas Neville, the natural Son ‘of William, Lord Fauconberg, called the Baftard
Fauconberg, having adhered to Henry VI. was, on his taking the Government, appointed
Vice Admiral of the Channel, which place, on the change of affairs, he loft ; and being
a man of loofe Character, firft turned Pirate, and then landing, colleed a large army,
with which he attempted to furprife London ; where being repulfed, he retired, and on the
4 King’s

-
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I underftand that Baftard ¢ Fauconbridge is either headed, or
like to be, and his Brother both ; fome men fay he would have
deferved it, and fome fay nay.

I purpofe to be at London the firft day of the term, fend
me word whether ye fhall be there or not.

Item, I would weet whether ye have fpoken with my Lady
of Norfolk, or not, and of her difpofition and the houfehold’s to
me and to you wards, and whether it be a poffible (7hing) to
have Caifter again and their good Wills, or not.

And alfo I pray you underftand what Fellowfhip and Guiding
is in Caifter ; and have a Spy reforting in and out, fo may ye
know the fecrets amongft them.

There is much ado in the North, as men fay; I pray you
beware of your Guiding, and in chief of your language, fo
that from henceforth, by your language no man perceive, that
ye favour any perfon contrary to the King’s pleafure.

I underftand that the Lord ¢ Rivers hath Licence of the
King to go to Portugal now within this feven-night.

I pray you recommend me to my Mother, and befeech her of
her blefling on my behalf. (Here follow fome direclions about
payments of money.) '

Item, I pray you fend me word, if any of our Friends or
Wellwillers be dead, for ‘I fear that there is great death in
Norwich, and in other Borough Towns in Norfolk ; for I en-
. King;s adv;ncing towards him fubmitted; when he was not onl); pardoned, but knighted,
and again appointed Vice Admiral. This happened in May 1471, but was of fhort

continuance, for between the 13th and 29th of September following, he was bebeaded,
though whether for any frefh crime or not is uncertain.

¢ On a Pilgrimage. .
L2 . {ure
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Norft’, ffor I enfur you it is the moft unyu'fall dethe y* euyr
I wyft in Ingelonde ffor by my trowthe I kan not her by Pyl-
grymes y* pafle y¢ contre nor noon other man yt rydethe or
gothe any contre y* any borow town in Ingelonde is firee firom
y* ' Sykenefle God fcafe it whan it pleafyt hym. Wherffor
ffor Goddyfake late my Moodre take heede to my yonge bry-
theren that they be not in noon place wher that fykenefle is
regnyng, nor that they dyfport not w* noon other yonge peple
whyche refortythe wher any fykenefle is, and iff y* be any off
that fykenefle ded or enffe¢t in Norwyche flfor Goddes fake
lete hyr fende them to fom firende off hyrfe in to the contre
and do ye y* fame by myn advyce, late my Moodre rather
remeve hyr howfefolde in to y* contre.

Even now Thyrfton browt me word ffro London y* it was
Doétor Aleyn y* cawfyd yowr troble yt ye had at Norwych, and
y* John Pampyng roode ffor a dyfcharge ffor yow and y* he hathe
fped well but hoghe y* wot I nott, iff ye be cleer owt off Door
Aleyn danger kepe yow ther and her afftr ye maye {choffe as
well at hys carte I praye yow fende me Wordq off all the fforme
off hys delyng w* yow.

I had almoft fpoke w' Meftrefle An’ Hault, but I dyd not
nevyrthelefle thys next terme I hope to take on weye w* hyr
or other fche is agreyd to fpeke w* me and fche hopythe to doo
me eafe as fche faythe.

7 1do not find this year marked by our Hiftorians, as a year of Sicknefs.
I p'ye
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fure [affure] you, it is the moft univerfal Death that ever I wift
in England; for by my truth, I cannot hear by Pilgrims that
pafs the country, nor none other man that rideth or goeth -
any country, that any Borough Town in England is free from
that 7 Sicknefs ; God ceafe it, when it pleafe him.

Wherefore for God’s fake, let my Mother take heed to my
young Brethren, that they be not in none place where that
Sicknefs is reigning, nor that they difport not with none other
young people, which reforteth where any ficknefs is; and if
there be any of that ficknefs dead or enfe [infeced] in Nor-
wich, for God's fake, let her fend them to fome friend of hers
into the country, and do ye the fame by mine advice; let my
Mother rather remove her houfehold into the country.

Even now Thyrfton brought me word from London, that it
was DoQor Allen that caufed your trouble that ye had at
Norwich ; and that John Pampyng rode for a difcharge for you,
and that he hath {ped well, but how, that wotI not ; if ye be

“clear out of Doctor Allen’s danger, keep you there, and here-

after ye may fcoff as well at his carte [¢. coff 2]; I pray you {end me
word of all the form of his dealing with you.

I had almoft {fpoken with Mrs. Anne Hault, but I did not,
neverthelefs this next term I hope to take one way with her or
other; fhe is agreed to fpeak with me, and fhe hopeth to do
me eafe, as the faith.

I pray
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I p'ye yow fende me worde hoghe ye doo wt my Lady
Elyfabeth Boghfcher ye have a lytell chaffyd it but I can not
tell howe, fende me worde whether ye be in bett’ hope or
werfe. I her feye y* the Erle off Oxenffordys bretheryn be
goon out off * Sceyntewarye, S'. Thom’s 9 Fulfforthe is goon
owt off Sceyntewarye and a gret ffelafchyp flettchydshym a
1j** ‘and they fey y* w' in v myle off London he was CC
men and no man watethe wher he is become not yit.

The Lordes Haftyngs and Howerd be in Caleys and have it
pefebely and S*. Walter Wrettefle and S*. Jeffrey Gate be comyn
thenfe and woll be at London thys daye as it is feyde.

Wretyn at Walth’m befyd Wincheft’ the daye nex ™ Holy

Roode daye.

11 by 11 3.

Paper Mark,
Bull’s Head.
Pl x1. N° 12,

3. Po B,

* Till the reign of Henry VIIL all "our Churches and Church-yards were San&tuaries,
and prote@ed Traitors, Murderers, &c. if within forty days they acknowledged their
fault, and fubmitted themfelves to banifhment ;—the moft eminent Sanctuaries in Eng-
land were St. John’s of Beverley, St. Martin’s Le Grand, Rippon in Yorkfhire, St.
Burien’s in Cornwall, and Weftminfter.

1 ¢ <-
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I pray you ‘fend me word how ye do with my Lady Elizabeth
Bourchier, ye have a little chaffed it, but I cannot tell how ;
fend ‘'me word whether yc be in better hope or wotfe.

I hear fay that the Earl of Oxford’s Brethren be gone out of
* San&uary. Sir Thomas 9 Fulforth is gone out of San&uary,
and a great Fellowthip fetched him, a three {core, and they fay,
that within five miles of London he was 200 men, and no man
wateth [Asoweth] where he is become not yet. The Lords
Haftings and Howard be in Calais, and have it peaceably ; and
Sir Walter Wrottefly and Sir Jeffrey Gate be coming thence,
and will be at London this day as it is faid.

Written at Waltham befide Winchefter the day next * Holy
Rood day.

JOHN PASTON, Knight.

13th or 15th of September,
1471, 11 E. IV,

9 Sir Thomas Fulford, was Son of Sir Baldwin Fulford, becheaded at Bnﬂol in

1461 ; he likewife ended his life on the Scaffold.
o Holyrood day, 14%h of September.

LET-
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LETZLER ILIFI

To hys well belovyd Jobn Pafton efger at Norwyche or to Mef~
trefle Margret hys Modre.

Comande me to yow letyng yow weet that, &c. (Here follows

an account that the Duchefls of * Suffolk and Duke of Nor-
Jolk  intend again  commencing appeals againff Sir Fohn Pafion
and bis brother, &c. concerning Caifer, &c,) 1 wolde flayne
have the mefur wher my ffadre lythe at * Bromholm bothe the
thyknefle and copafe off the peler at hys hed and ffrom that
the fpace to y° Alter and the thyknefle off that Alter and
Imagery off tymbre werk and what hyght the arche is to the
gronde off y* Ilde and how hye the grounde oﬁ' the Qwyr is
hyer than the grownde off y* Ilde.

I'm I praye yowe late the mefur by pekthred be taken or
elt mefured by yerde, how moche is ffrom the northe gate
ther the brygge was at 3 Grefsh’m to y* fowthewall, and in
lyke fforme ffrom the Efte fyde to y° weft, alfo the hyght off
the eftewall and the hyght off y* fowtheft towr firom ye grownde
iff ye maye eafely. Alfo what bredde eu’y towr is win y*
wall and whych towr is moor then other w'in. -

*  We may from this Letter pick out fome curious particulars relative to the Church of
Bromholm Abbey, in Norfolk, and likewife form fome plan of the embattled Manfion of

the Paftons at Grefham, in Norfolk, Buildings which are now both in ruins.
s Elizabeth, Sifter of Edward 1v,

Alflo
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L ETTZE R XLIL

To bis awell beloved fobn Pafton, Efguire, at Norwich, or to
Mprs. Margaret, his Mother.

Commend me to you, letting you weet that, &c. (Here follows
an account, that the Duchefs of * Suffolk and Duke of Nor-
Jolk intend agajn commencing Appeals againff Sir Jobn Pafton

- and bis Brother, &c. concerning Caifter, &c.) 1 would fain

have the meafure where my Father lieth at * Bromholm; both
the thicknefs, and compafs of the Pillar at his head, and from
that, the fpace to the Altar, and the thicknefs of that Altar, and
Imagery of timber work ; and what height the Arch is to the
ground of the Ifle, and how high the ground of the Choir is
higher than the ground of the Ifle.

Item, I pray you let the meafure by packthread be taken, or
clfe meafured by yard, how much is from the North Gate,
where the Brigg was, at * Grefham to the South Wall, and in
like form from the Eaft Side to the Weft ; alfo the height of the
Eaft Wall, and the height of the South-eaft Tower from the
ground, if ye may eafily. Alfo what breadth every Tower is
within the Wall, and which Tower is more than other within.

* John Pafton was moft fumptuoufly buried in the Abbey Church of Bromholm, in
1466 ; thefe meafures, I fuppofe, were required in order to adopt a Plan for his mo-
nument.

3 ‘This manfion, built by the Stutevilles, was, by licence from Edward II. embattled
by the Bacons ; Sir William Pafton, -the Judge, purchafed this eftate.

Vor. IL M Alfo

LY ]
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Alflo how manye ffote or what brede eche towr takythe w'in
iche corner off y* q’drate 4.ovyrthwert the dorys and how many
taylors yards is from y* moote fyde wher the brygg was to y*
hyghe weye or to y* heddge all a longe the entre and what
brede the entre is be twyen y* ‘dykys. I praye yow iff ye have
aleyfer in any wyfe fe thys doone yowrfelffe, iff ye maye or ellys
iff Pampyng do it or who y* ye thynke can doo it I wolle
fpende xx* or as ye feme to have the {"tayn off ev’y thyng
herin. And as for my ffaders tombe I charge yow fe it yowr
felffe, and when I {peke w* yow I woll tell yow the cawfes why
yt I defyr thys to be doon.

_As ffor tydyngs the Kyng and y* Qwyen and moche other
pepell ar ryden and goon to Canterbery nevyr fo moche peple
- feyn in $ Pylgrymage hertofor at ones as men feye.

Alflo it is feyde y* ye erle of ® Penbroke is taken on to
Brettayn and men faye y* the Kynge fchall have delyu’e off
hym haftely, and fom feye y* the Kynge off France woll fe
hym faffe and fchall fett hym at lyb’te ageyn.

It'm Thom’s Fauconbrydge hys hed was yeft’daye fett uppon
London brydge lokyng into Kent warde and men feye yt hys
brother was for hurte and fcope to Seyntwarye to Beu'le.

Sr. Thom’s Fulfforthe efcaped owt of Weftm’ w* an C? {perys
as men feye and is in to Devenfhyr and ther he hathe ftrekyn

4 The Drawing, here given in the Original Letter, is intended, by Sir John Pafton,
for a Plan of the Quadrangle at Gretham, and if we fuppofe that the proje&ion in the
fide reprefents the Bridge, then that muft be the North fide, and fo we have a complete
Ichnography of the whole. See Pl. x1. N° 17.

s Perhaps on account of the Sicknefs mentioned in the laft Eetter, &

Y)



EDWARD IV 83

Alfo how many foot, or what breadth each Tower taketh
within each corner of the Quadrate 4 overthwart the Doors,
and how many Taylor’s Yards is from the Mote fide, where
the Brigg was, to the highway, or to the hedge all along the
Entry, and what breadth the Entry is between the Dikes.

I pray you, if ye have a leifure in any wife, fee this done
yourfelf if ye may, or elfe if Pampyng do it, or who that ye
think can do it; I would fpend 20d. or as ye feem [more,
if you think proper], to have the certain of every thing herein.

And as for my Father’s Tomb, I charge you fee it yourfelf,
and when I fpeak with you, I will tell you the caufes, why
that I defire this to be done. o

As for tidings, the King, and the Queen, and much other
People, are ridden and gone to Canterbury, never fo much peo-
ple feen in ¢ Pilgrimage heretofore at once, as men fay.

Alfo it is faid, that the Earl of ° Pembroke is taken unto
Bretagne ; and men fay, that the King fhall have delivery of
him haftily ; and fome fay, that the King of France will fee him
fafe, and fhall fet him at liberty again.

Item, Thomas Fauconbridge his head was yefterday fet upon
London Bridge, looking into Kent ward ; and men fay, that his
Brother was fore hurt, and efcaped to San&tuary to Beverley.

Sir Thomas Fulforth efcaped out of Weftminfter with 100
7 Spears, as men fay, and is into Devonfhire, and there he hath

¢ Jafper Tudor de Hatfield, Earl of Pembroke, half brother to Henry VI. He went
into Bretany, ‘to his Nephew, Henry, Earl of Richmond, whom he attended at Bofirarth .
Field, and was by him created Duke of Bedford; he died in 1 1495

7 Spearmen ;—men armed with Spears.
M2 ftricken
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off §* John Crokkers hed and kylt an other knyght off the
Corteneys as men feye. I wolde ye hadd yowr verry p'don
_ at onys wherfor I praye yow ffayle not to be at London w'in
iilj daye afftr Seynt * Feythe ye fchall do goode in many thynges
and I praye yow fende me worde heroff by the next maflenger
and if it come to Meftrefle Elyfabeth Hyggens at y° blak Swan
{che fchall conveye it to me flor I woll not ffayle to be ther at
London ageyn w'in thys vj dayes.

Meftrefle Elyfab® hathe a fon and was delyu’yd win ij dayes
afftr Seynt ° Bertelmew and hyr Dowtr A. H. was y° next
daye afftr delyu’yd off an other Sone as fche feythe xj weks
er hyr tyme it was cryftened *° John and is ded God fave all. No
mor tyll I {fpeke w* yow.

Wretyn at London on Mychellmefle Evyn.
. 30 g‘ ik;

It'm I praye yow late fome wytty Felaw or ellys yowrfelff -
goo to y° townes ther as thes ij women dwelle and inq’re
whether they be maryed {fyns and ageyn or not, ffor I holde
“the Hoorys weddyd and iff they be than the appelys wer abba-
tyd ther by 1 remébr not ther names ye knowe them better
then I. Alffo in y= Schreffvys bookys ther maye ye fiynde
off them. ‘

12 by 8 §.
1¢T-
§ gth of October.
9 24th of Auguft.
19 The conclufion of this Letter feems to refer to fome privatc Amours of Sir John,
..
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ftricken off Sir John Crokker’s head, and killed another Knight
of the Courtenays, as men fay: I would ye had your very
.[4Bfolute] Pardon at once ; wherefore I pray you fail not to be at
London within four days after Saint * Faith’s ; ye fhall do good
in _maliy things, and I pray you fend me word hereof by the
next meflenger; and, if it come to Mrs. Elizabeth Higgens, at
the Black Swan, fhe fhall convey it to me, for I will not fail to
be there at London again within this fix days.

Mrs. Elizabeth hath a Son, and was delivered within two
days after Saint ® Bartholomew ; and her Daughter A. H. was,
the next day after, delivered of another San, as fhe faith, eleven
weeks ere h‘er time; it was chriftened ** John, and is dead,
God fave all 5 no more till I fpeak with you.

‘Written at London on Michaelmas Even.

JOHN PASTON, Knight.

Ttem, I pray you let fome witty Fellow, or elfe yourfelf, go.
to the towns there as [wbhere] thefe two women dwell, and’
inquire whether they be married fince and again or not, for
I hold the Hoorys [#kores] wedded 5 and if they be, then the
appeals were abated thereby. I remember not their names, ye
know them better than I. Alfo in the Sheriff’s Books there
may ye find of them. '

London,
Saturday, 28th of September,
1471, 11 E. IV,

(PL 1v. N° 10.) and if A. H. ftand for Anne Hault, fhe appearsto be a Miﬂre'fs of his ;
but this is not certain, yet it is probable, by the next Letter but one, that fhe was his
Miftrefs, as he there fays, ¢ he will tempt God no more fo,”

) : LET.
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LET T &R ¥IU

Zo my moff honorabl ‘and Tendre Modre Margrete Pafton be
thys Lett® d’d.

ff OST worfchypfull and kynde Moodre I comande me
v to yow and befeche yow off yowr dayly blyflyng and
remembraunce. Pleafe it yow to wete thatt I have my * pardon
as y* berer heroff can informe yow for coffort wheroffe I have
been the marier thys Cryftmefle, and have been parte theroff
wt 8% Geroge * Browen and w* my Lady myn Aunte hys
wyfle, and be ffor 3 twelthe I come to my Lorde * Arche-
byfshope wher I have hadde as greete cheer and ben as wel=
kom as I cowde devyfe and iff I hadde ben in fewerte y*
Caftr weer hadde ageyn I wolde have comen homewards thys
daye.

(Here follow directions about Caiftér, and a hope that it might
be had again by the latter end of the tertn, when he would come
home, and put his lands and houfes into order.) And I befeche
yow to remembr my brother to doo hys deveyr thatt I maye
have agayn my $§ ftuffe, my bookes and Veftmets and my
beddyng how fo evyr he doo thoghe I fcholde gyffe xx‘ Scutes

* For joining the Friends of Henry VI. in order to his reftoration.

* Sir George Browne, Knight, of Beechworth Cattle, in Surry.

3 Twelfth day, 6th of January.
1 by
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LETTER XLIV,

To my moft honourable and Tender Mother Margares Pafion,
be this Letter delivered.

OST Worthipful and kind Mother, I commend me to
you, and befeech you of your daily blefling and re-
membrance. Pleafe it you to weet, that I have my * Pardon,
as the Bearer hereof can inform you, for comfort whereof
I have been the merrier this Chriftmas; and have been part
thereof with Sir George * Browne, and with my Lady mine
Aunt his wife; and before 3 Twelfth I came to my Lord
4 Archbithop, where I have had as great Cheer, and been as
welcome as I could devife; and if I had been in furety that
Caifter were had again, I would have come home this day.
(Here follow direétions about Caifter, and a bope that it might
be bad again by the latter end of the term, when ke would come
home, and put hbis lands and boufes into order.)) And I befeech
you to remember my Brother to do his devyr [endeavonr] that 1
may have again my s ftuff, my books, and veftments, and my
Bedding howfoever he do, though I fhould give 20" Scutas

4 George Neville, Archbifthop of York.
$ Thefe were what had been taken at Caifter, I fuppofe.

by
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by hys advyfe to my Lady Brandon or fom’ other goode
felawe. |

As for any tydynges ther be noon heer, faffe y* the Kyng
hath kept a ryall Cryftmefle and now they feye y haftelye he
woll northe and fome feye y* he woll into Walys and fome feye
y* he woll into the Weft Contre, As ffor Qween ° Margrett
I underfton’ y* {che is remevyd from Wyndefor to Walyngfforthe
nyghe to Ewhelme my Lady of Suff’ place in Oxenforthe
{chyre. - ) | :

And men feye y* the Lorde Ryu’fe fchyppyd on Cryftmefle
evyn in to Portyngale warde I am not ferteyn.

Alfo the {challe be a convocacon off the Clergye in all hafte
whyche men deeme will avayle the Kynge a Dyme and an
halffe fome feye. I befeche God fende yow goode heele and
greater joye in on year then ye have hadde thys vij. Wretyn
att the Moor the viij daye off Janeu’ Ae. E. iiij xj.

By yowr Soone,

. . ? Jobn Paffon, I
12 by 10 3.

¢ Margaret, Queen of Henry VI. was taken after the Battle of Tewkeibury, and con-

tinued a Prifoner till 1475, when fhe was ranfomed by her Father, for 50,000 crowns,
which he borrowed of Lewis XI. King of France.

1CT-
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by his advice to my Lady Brandon, or fome other good
Fellow. .

As for any tidings there be none here, fave thgt the King
hath kept a royal Chriftmas; and now they fay, that haftily he
-will North, and fome fay, that he will into Wales, and fome
fay, that he will into the Weft Country. As for Queen
¢ Margaret, I underftand that the is removed from Windfor to
Wallingford, nigh to Ewelm, my Lady of Suffolk’s Place in
Oxfordthire. . ’

And men fay, that the Lord Rivers fhipped on Chriftmas
Even into [unto] Portugal ward ; I am not certain.

Alfo there fhall be a Convocation of the Clergy in all hafte,
which men deem, will avail the King, a Dyme [7emb] and
an half, fome fay. I befeech God fend you good health and.
greater joy in one year than ye have had thefe feven. Written
at the Moor the 8th day of January, in the 11th of Edward IV.

By your Son,

" JOHN PASTON, Knight.
Tuefday,

8th of Jan 1491
11 E-l ouary’ 47,

7 Autograph. PL 1v.N°gq.

 Vor. II. o N I.LET-
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L ECELTXLER MU
A foban Paflon Efguier foit doné.

BROTHER, I comande me to yow and praye yow to
loke uppe my * téple off Glafle and fend it me by the
berer herof. _

I'm as for *;dyngs T have fpoken w* Meftrefle Anne Hault
at a praty leyfer and blyflyd be God we be as ffer fforthe
as we weer toffoor and fo I hoope we fchall contenew and I
promyfed hyr that at the next leyfer that I kowd ffynde therto
y' I wolde come ageyn and fee hyr whyche wyll take a leyfer
as deeme now fyn thys obfervance is over doon. I p’pofe
nott to tempte God noo moor foo.

Yift'day the Kynge the Qween my Lordes of Claraunce
and Gloweceft’ wente to Scheen to pardon men fey nott alle in
cheryte what wyll falle men can nott feye.

The Kynge entretyth my Lorde off Clarance ffor my Lorde

' of

. We have in this Letter a Clue to conduct us towards a difcovery of the reafon for the
Duke of Gloucefter’s diflike to his Brother the Duke of Clarence, and if this Account
be true, it had a reafonable foundation,

The Duke of Gloucefter was defirous of marrying Anne (now the widow of Prince
Edward, fo cruelly murdered at Tewkefbury), Daughter and Coheir of the great Earl of
Warwick, and Sifter to Ifabel, Duchefs of Clarence,

This Alliance we here find was oppofed by the Duke of Clarence ; not from any point
of delicacy, refpeting the murder of this Lady’s late Hufband (for, according to our

T Hiftorians,
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LETTER XLV.
To Yobn Pafion, Efquire, be this Letter delivered.

ROTHER, I commend me to you, and pray you to
look up my * Temple of Glafs, and fend it me by the

Bearer hereof.

Item, as for tidings, I have fpoken with Mrs. Anne Hault,
at a pretty leifure, and blefled be God, we be as far forth
as we were tofore, and fo I hope we fhall continue; and I
promifed her, that at the next leifure, that I could find thereto,
that I would coine again and fee her ; which will take a leifure
as (I) deem now, fince this obfervance is over done; I purpofe
not to tempt God no more fo. 7 *

Yefterday the King, the Queen, my Lords of Clarence, and
Gloucefter, went to Shene to pardon; men fay, not all in
charity ; what will fall, men cannot fay.

The King entreateth my Lord of Clarence for my Lord of

Hiftorians, he was equally concerned in that horrid a& with his Brother), but becaufs
he did not relifh the thought of parting with her fhare of the Poffeffions now vefted in
him, by his wife Ifabel, the eldeft Daughter and Coheir of Richard Neville, Earl of
Warwick ; his apparent defign being to deprive the younger Daughter of her Moiety of
her paternal Inheritance, aad retain it all himfelf.

This was the part not only of a covetous, but of an unjuft man, and very probably
produced that {pirit of revenge, which afterwards ended in his deftruion. /

* A Poem, written by Stephen Hawes, who flourithed in.the 15th Ceatury.

N 2 Gloucefter;



92 ORIGINAL. LETTERS.

of Glowceft’ and as itt is feyde he anfwerythe that he may
- weell have my Ladye hys Suft’ in lawe butt they f{chall parte

no lyvelod as he feythe fo what wyll falle can I nott feye.

Thys daye I p’pofe to fee my Lady off * Norfl’ ageyn in
goode howr be it.

Ther 1s proferyd me Marchants ffor Sporle woode God fende
me goode Sale whan I be gynrie y* poor woode is foor manaﬂled
and thrett.

. Yitt woote I nott whether I'come home beffoor Eﬁ’ne or nott.

I {chall fende yow worde no moor, &c.. g
Wretyn the fiyrft tewefdaye off Lenton.
- 3 ebn Patiom, B
1 by g4,

3 Elizabeth, Duchefs of Norfolk, was the Daughter of John Talbot, the ﬁrﬂ: Earl of

L €T T €& R YT
To my ryght Worchepfull brodyr S*. Fobn Pafton knyght.

'YGHT worchepfull S*. I recomand me to yow. (Here

N follows an Account of fome money tranfadiions, &t.) I,t’,'
Maftyr John Smythe tellyth me y* St T. Lyneys Goodys ar
not abyll to paye aq rtet of hys. dctts y© be axyd hym, wherfor
fyche
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Glocefter ;5 and as' it is faid; he anfwereth, that he miay well
have my Lady his Sifter in law, but they fHall pait' ro Live-
lihood, as he faith, fo what will fall'can I not fay.

This day I purpofe to fee my Lady of * Norfolk again, in
good hour be it !

There is proffered me Merchants for Sporle wood, God fend
e good Sale, when I' begin ; that poor Wood is forely managed
and treated. |

Yet wot I not whether I come home before Eafter or not,
I thall fend you word ; no more, &c.”

Written the firft T'uefday of Lent. '

s JOHN PASTON, Kanight,

1

Tuefday,
17th of February, 1491,
11 E. IV, .

3 Autograph. Pl. 1v. N®g.

L ETTE R XLVL
To my right wor/bipful Brother, Sir Yobn Pafion, Knight.

[ IGHT worthipful Sir, I recommend me to you. (Here
N follows an Account of fome money tranfactions, &c.) Item,
Mafter John Smythe telleth me, that Sir T. Lyney’s Goods
are not able to pay a quarter of his debts that be afked him,
4 wherefore
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fyche money as is be left it moft be * devydyd to eu’y man
a p’te aftyr the quantyte whyche dyvyfyon is not yet mad, but
when it is mad he hathe promyfeyd me y* yo part fhalbe worthe
' iij the beft, &c. A

I’ as for I of Barneys hors whofo have leeft need to hym
he fhall coft hym xx marks not a peny lefle.

Ye fend me woord of y° maryage of my Lady Jane, & mary-
age for an other on Norfe and Bedford were * axed in the
chyrche on fonday laft paft. As for my Syft’ Anne my modyr
wyll not remeve fro W. Yellu'ton for Bedyngfeld for the
hathe comend ferther in y* mater fyn ye wer in y** contre
as it aperyth in hyr lettyr y* the fendyth yow by Thyrfton.

Tydyngs her my Lady of Norff® is wt chyld the wenyth
hyrfylf and fo do all y°* women abowght hyr infomyche fhe
waytys the qwyknyg w' in thes vj wekys at the fertheft.
- Alfo W. Gernay wenyth that Heydon is {wyr of Saxthorp
and that Lady Boleyn of Gwton. John Ofberne avyfythe yow
to take brethe for yor Wodfale at Sporle for he hathe caft it
that it is woorthe as good as 1x™li bewar of Montayn for he
may not pay yow fo moche mony w* hys eafe. '

I prey yow recomand me to S'. John Parre wt all my fervys
and tell hym by my trouthe I longyd never forer to fee my
Lady than I do to fe hys Maft’thepe AndI prey God that
he aryfe never a mornyg fro my Lady hys wyff w* owght

3 The proportioning of the Money left, amongft the Creditors, to pay the debts feems
to be fair, but how Sir John’s part fhould be juftly worth three the beft I do not un-
derftand. .

it



EDWARTD IV 95

wherefore fuch money as is beleft, it muft be * divided to every
man a part after the quantity, which divifion is not yet made,
but when it is made he hath promifed me, that your part fhall
be worth * three the beft, &c.

Item, as for I. of Barney’s Horfe, whofo hath leaft need to
him, he fhall coft him 20 marks (13l. 6s. 8d.) not a penny lefs.

Ye fent me word of the marriage of my Lady Jane; one
marriage for another one, Norfe and Bedford were * afked
in the church on Sunday laft patft.

As for my Sifter Anne, my Mother will not remove from W.
Yelverton for Bedyngfeld, for fhe hath communed farther in
that matter, fince ye were in this country, as it appeareth in
her Letter, that the fendeth you by Thyrfton.

Tidings here, my Lady of Norfolk is with child the weneth
[#hinketh] herfelf, and fo do all the women about her, infomuch
fhe waits " the quickening within thefe fix weeks at the fartheft.
Alfo W. Gernay weneth that Heydon is fure of Saxthorp, and
that Lady Boleyn, of Guyton.

John Ofbern advifeth you to take breath for the Wood fale
at Sporle, for he hath caft it, that it is worth as good as nine
fcore pounds. Beware of Montayn, for he may not pay you
fo much money with his eafe.

I pray you recommend me to Sir John Parre with all my
fervice, and tell him by my truth, I longed never forer to fee
my Lady than I do to fee his Mafterfhip; and I pray God
that he arife never a morning from my Lady his wife, without

2 Banns of marriage we here find were publithed at this time in the Church,
. it
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it be ageyn hyr wyll tyll {yche tyme as he bryng hyr to
Our Lady of Walfygh’m.

Alfo I prey yow to recomand me in my moft humbyll wyfe
onto y° good Lordfhepe of y° moft corteys gentyleft wyfeft
kyndeft moft compenabyll freeft largeeft moft bowntefous knyght
my Lord the Erle of 3 Arran whych hathe maryed the Kyngs
Suftyr of Scotland. Herto he is on’ the lyghteft delynerft
beft {fpokyn fayreft Archer devowghteft moft p’fyghte and treweft
to hys Lady of all the Knyghtys that ever I was aqweyntyd
w* {fo wold God my Lady lyekyd me as well as I do hys perfon
and moft knyghtly condycyons w' whom I prey yow to be
agweyntyd as yow femyth beft he is lodgyd at y* George in
Lombard ftreet, he hath a book of my Syft'. Annys of y*
Sege of Thebes when he hathe doon with it he p’myfyd to
delyver it yow I prey lete Portland bryng y* book hom wt hym.
Portland is loggyd at y* George in Lombard ftreet alfo.

And thys I promyfe yow ye fchall not be fo longe ayen w:
ought a byll fro me as ye have ben thow I fhold wryght how
ofte the wynd changyth for I fe be yo' wryghtyng ye can be

croffe it X

wrothe and ye wyll 4 for .lytyll. Wretyn the v day of June.
R IS

¥ 3, Pafton.
11 $ by 8 §.
Paper Mark,
Bull’s Head and Star,
Pl- x. N° Ie

3 Thomas Boyd, Earl of Arran, in 1466, married Mary, Daughter of James II. and
Sifter of James the III. Kings of Scotland. He was appointed Regent, but becoming
unpopular was banifhed, and died in exile before 1474.

1L ¢T-
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it be againft her wxll till fuch time as he bring her to Our
Lady of Walfingham.
" AlfoIpray you to recommend me in my moft humble wife
unto the good Lordfhip of the moft courteous, gentleft, wifeft,
kindeft, moft companionable, freeft, largeft, and moft boun-
teous Knight, my Lord the Earl of 3 Arran, which hath marri-
ed the King’s Sifter of Scotland. Hereto he is one the lighteft,
delyverft [nimblef], beft fpoken, faireft archer; devouteft,
moft perfet, and trueft to his Lady of all the Knights that ever
-1 was acquainted with ; fo would God, my Lady liked me as
well as I do his perfon and moft knightly conditions, with
whom I pray you to be acquainted, as (#0) you feemeth beft ; he is
lodged at the George in Lombard-ftreet. He hath a book of my
Sifter Anne's of the Siege of Thebes, when he hath done with
it, he promifed to deliver it you. 1 pray you let Portland
bring the book home with him. Portland is lodged at the
George in Lombard-ftreet alfo. |
And this I promife you, ye fhall not be fo long again without
a bill from me, as ye have been, though I fhould write how
oft the wind changeth, for I fee by your writing ye can be

crofs it
e e o

wrath and ye will 4 for little.
Written the sth day of June.

s JOHN PASTON.

sth of June, 1472, 12 E. IV,
(Or perhaps it may be gth
of June, 1470, 10 E.
fee Letter XXXIV.)

4 Thefe two words are croffed as here reprefented, and over them is written, * crofle it.”.
$- Autograph. Pl 1v.N© 12.

Vor. 11. , 0 o LET-
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L EZXTLTCR UFT.
To my ryght trufly ffrend Fobn Carenton Baylye of Maldon.

RYGHT trufty frend I comand me to yow preylg yow
to call to yo" mynd that lyek as ye and I comonyd of it
were neceflary for my Lady and you all hyr Seriints and tefints

to have thys p’lement as for on of the Burgeys of the towne of

Maldon fyche a man of worthep and of wytt as wer towardys
my feyd Lady and alfo fyche en as is in favor of the Kyng
and of the Lords of hys confayll nyghe abought hys p'fone..
Sertyfyig yow that my feid Lady for hyr parte and f{yche as
be of hyr confayll be moft agreeabyll that bothe ye and all
fyche as be hyr fermors and tefintys and wellwyllers fhold
geve your voyfe to a worchepfull knyght and on’ of my La-
dys confayll ‘'S*. John Pafton whyche ftandys gretly in favore
w' my Lord Chamberleyn and what my feyd Lord Chamber-
leyn may do w* the Kyng and w* all the Lordys of Inglond

' ' I trowe

This Letter exhibits to us almoft a PiGure of modern mammers,. in the 'terms an%
addrefs ufed in recommending a Member of Parliament to the Corporation of Maldon..
The Agent of the great Lady writes to the Bailiff of the Borough, and to the Tenants,
&c. to ufe theirinfluence with the Electors in favour of Sir John Pafton, a Friend of the
Lady’s, in the good graces of the King, and in the interet of the Council, and the
Lord Chamberlain.

It appears too, that a Seat in Parliament was then an obje& of purfuit, and not a
burden laid upon the Reprefentative, as we are informed by fome of our Hiftorians ;

and



EDWATRD IV, 99

LETTER XLVIL

To my right trufty Friend Yobn Carenton, Bailiff of Maldon.

IGHT Trufty Friend, I commend me to you, praying

you to call to your mind, that like as ye and I com-
muned of, it were neceffary for my Lady and you all, her
Servants, and Tcna'nts, to have this Parliament as for one of the
Burgefles of the Town of Maldon, fuch a man of worfhip and
of wit as were towards my faid Lady; and alfo fuch one as is
in favour of the King, and of the Lords of his Council nigh
about his perfon ; certifying you, that my. faid Lady for her
part, and fuch as be of her council be moft agreeable, that
both ye, and all fuch as be her Farmers, and Tenants, and Well-
willers, fhould give your voice to a worfhipful Knight, and one
of my Lady’s Council, Sir John Pafton; which ftands greatly
in favour with my Lord Chamberlain ; and what my faid Lord
Chamberlain may do with the King and with all the Lords of

and we are apt to fuppofe that there is now more intereft made and more bribery ufed in
obtaining a feat in the Houfe of Commons than there was 300 years ago ; the defire of
parliamentary Intereft, we here fee, was much the fame.—Engines were fet at work, the
Patronage of the Great was held out, and promifes were made even as at this day; and
though the Friends of a Candidate would not now come from divers parts of the County
to Norwich, (/e the next Letter) break their fafts, and return home again at the expence
of the Candidate, for a bill amounting to nine Jfhillings and onc penny halfpenny, yet the
mative is flill the fame, the Manners, Cuftoms, and Expences of the times forming
the only difference.

O 2 ) England,
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I trowe it be not unknowyn to you moft of eny on man alyve.
. Wherefor by the meenys of the feyd S*. John Pafton to my feyd
Lord Chamberleyn bothe my Lady and ye of the towne kowd
not have a meeter man to be for yow in the perlement to have
yor needys {ped at all feafons. Wherfor I prey yow labor all
{yche as be my Ladys ferintts tents and wellwyllers to geve
ther voyfeys to the feyd §*. John Pafton and that ye fayle not to
fped my Ladys intent in thys mater as ye entend to do hyr as
gret a plefur as if ye gave hyr an C'. And God have yow in
hys kepig Wretyn at Fytheley the xx day of Septebyr.
' 3. Qublafier,

I prey yow be redy w* all the Acoptanttys belongig to my
Lady at the fertheft w'in viij dayes next aftyr Perdon Sonday
for then I fhall be w* yow w* Gods Grace who have yow in

keepyg.

11 g by 7.

Paper Mark,
Bull’s Head and Star,
Pl. x. N° 1.

N. B. Under the Dire&ion, and
in a fimilar hand is written,

A°. E. iiij® xij°.

* James Arblafter, Efquire, a Gentleman of Fortupe in the County of Norfolk.
Pl.v. K° 25,

1¢T-
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England, I trow it be not unknown to you moft of any one man
alive, Wherefore, by the means of the faid Sir John Paftonto
my faid Lord Chamberlain, both my Lady and ye of the town
‘could not have a meeter [properer] man to be for you in the
Parliament, to have your needs fped [interefts forwarded) at all
feafons. Wherefore I pray you labour all fuch as be my Lady s
Servants, Tenants, and Wellwillers, to give theft voices tq the
faid Sir John Pafton, and that ye fail not to fpeed my Lady’s
intent in this matter, as ye intend to do her as great a pleafure,
as if ye gave her an 100/ And God have you in his keeping.
Written at Fifhly, the 20th day of September. |

. ' * JAMES ARBLASTER.

I pray you be ready with all the Accounts belonging to my
Lady, at the fartheft within eight days next after Pardon Sun-
day, for then I fhall be with you with God’s Grace, who have
you in keeping.

Fifhly,

Sunday, z0th of September,
1472, 12 E, IV, |

3 , LET--
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LELLER HUIII

To my ryght worchepfull Brodyr St Yobn Paflon knyght.

YGHT worchepfull S I recomand me to yow letyng

yow wet y* yo defyer as for the Knyghts of the * Shyer
was an Tpofloybyl to be browght abowght ffor my Lord of *Norff
and my Lord of 3 Suff wer agreid i mor then a fortn);ght éo to
have Sr. Robt Wyngfeld and S'. Rychard Harcort and that
knew T not tyll it was fryday laft paft I had fent or I rod to
Framlynh’m to warne as many of yo* frends to be at Norwyche
as thys monday to ferve yo' entent as I koud, but when I cam
to Framlynh’m and knew the apoytmet that was taken for the ij
Knyghts I fent warnjg ayen to as many I myght to tery at
hom and yet ther cam to Norwyche thys day as many as ther
cofts dreave to 1xs. 1d. ob. payid and reknyd by Pekok and
R. Capron and yet they dyd but brak ther feft and depertyd
And I thankyd hem in yo' name and told them that ye wold

* . have noo voyfe as thys day for ye fuppofyd not to be in Inglond

when the perlement fhold be And fo they cam not at the
therhous for if they had it was thought by fyche as be yr
frends her that yo© adu’farys wold have reportyd y* ye had mad

t For the County of Norfolk.
* John Mowbray.

{abor
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L ETTZER XLVIIL

To my right wor/bipful Brother Sir Jobn Pafton, Knight.

IGHT worthipful Sir, I recommend me td you, letting you
weet, that your defire, as for the Knights of the * Shire,

was an impoffible (¢hing) to be brought about; for my Lord of
* Norfolk and my Lord of $ Suffolk, were agreed, more than a
fortnight ago, to have Sir Robert Wyngfield, and Sir Richard
Harcourt, and that knew I not till Friday laft paft. I had fent,
ere I went to Framlingham, to warn as many of your friends, to
be at Norwich, as this Monday, to ferve your intent, asI could;
but when I came to Framlingham, and knew the appointment
that was taken for the two Knights, I fent warning again to as
many as I might, ‘to tarry at home; and yet there came to
Norwich this day as many as their cofts drew to gs. 1d. &,
paid and reckoned by Peacock and R. Capron; and yet they
did but break their fafts and departed ; and I thanked them in
your name, and told them that ye would have no voice as this
day, for ye fuppofed not to be in England when the Parliament
thould be ; and fo they came not at the Shire-houfe, for if they
had, it was thought by fuch as be your friends here, that
your Adverfaries would have reported, that ye had made labour.

$ John de la Pole.
S to
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labor to have ben on’ and y* ye koud not bryhg yo' p’pofe
abowght. _

I fent to Yermowthe and they have p’myfyd alfo to Do&or
Aleyn and John Rufle to be mor then iij wekys goo.

Jamys Arblaft’ hathe wretyn a lett’ to the bayle of Maldon in
Effex to have yow a Bergeys ther howe Iwde fhall fped let hym
tell yow when ye fpek to gedyr.

Syr I have ben twyis at Framlygh’m fyth.e yor dep’tyng but
now the laft tyme the 4 Confayll was ther, I fye yow lettyr
whyche was bettyr then well endyghtyd R C. was not at Fram-
lygh’m when the Confayll was ther but I took myn owne avyfe
and delyu’erd it to the confayll w*a p’pocyfion ther w* as well as
I kowd fpek it, and my wordys wer well takyn but yo lett a
thoufand fold bettyr when they had red it they thewyd it to my
s Lady aftyr that my Lady had fen it I fpok wt my Lady
offrjg to my Lord and her your feruyfe and befyd y* ye to do
my Lord a ¢ plefur and hyr a bettyr fo as ye¢ myght depert w'
ought eny fome fpecyfyid. She wold not tell in that mater but
remyttyd me ayen to the confayll for fhe feyd and fhe fpeke in it
tyll my Lord and the confayll wer agreed they wold ley the
wyght of all the mater on hyr whyche fhold be reportyd to hyr
fhame but thys fhe promyfeid to be helpyng fo it wer fyrft
mevyd by the confayll, then I went to the confayll and offyrd
befor them yo" fervyfe to my Lord and to do hym a plefure

4 We have here a curious defcription of the Council of a great man, and find it com-
pofed of Gentlemen of family and fortune. Matters refpeting the property of their
Lord come before them, they debate upon the fubjeé, and deliver their opinion ; but if
that opinion differed from that of the great man, we find he took the liberty of adopting
his own.

for
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to have been one, and that ye could not bring your purpofe
about.

I fent to Yarmouth, and they have promifed alfo to Doétor
Aleyn and John Rufle to be (Burgeffes) more than three weeksago.

James Arblafter hath written a Letter to the Bailiff of Mal-
don, in Effex, to have you a Burgefs there; how Jude fhall
fpeed, let him tell you, when ye fpeak together.

Sir, I have been twice at Framlingham, fince your departing,
but now the laft time the * Council was there; I faw your
Letter which was better than well endited. R. C. was not at
Framlingham when the Council was there, but I took my own
advice, and delivered it to the Council with a propofition there-
with, as well as I could fpeak it; and my words were well
taken, but your Letter a thoufand fold better; when they had
read it, they thewed it to my $Lady; after that my Lady had
feen it, I {poke with my Lady, offering to my Lord and her
your fervice, and befides that, ye to do my Lord a ¢ pleafure
and her a better, fo as ye might depart without any fum fpeci-
fied ; fhe would not tell in that matter, but remitted me again
to the Council, for fhe faid, and fhe fpoke in it, till my Lord
and the Council were agrecgi, they would lay the weight of all
the matter on her, which fhould be reported to her thame ; gput
this the promifed to be helping, fo it were firft moved by the
Council; then I went to the Council, and offered before them
your fervice to my Lord, and to do him a pleafure, for the

s Elizabeth, Duchefs of Norfolk.
¢ Make him a prefent.

Vor. II. P ' having
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for ye haveig ayen of yo' place and londys in Caft’ xlt not
{pekyg of yor ftuff nor thyng ellys, fo they anfwerd me yo*
offyr was more ‘then refonabyll and if the mater wer thers
they feyd they wyft what confcyence wold dsyve hem to they
feyd they wold meve my Lord w* it and fo they dyd, but then
the tempeft aros and he gave hem fyche an anfwer that non of
hem all wold tell it me, but when I axid an an{wer of hem they

feyd and fom Lordys or gretter men mevyd my Lord wtit the
(kepe confaile)
mater wer your and w* thys anfwer I depertyd but S. WL

Brandon Sothewell Tymp’ley Herry Wentworthe, W. Gornay
and all other of confayll undyrftand that ye have wronge info-
myche that they mevyd me that ye fhold take a recompence
of other lond to the valew but they wold not avowe the
offyr for I anferd hem that if y* had ryght they wold have
ofred no recompence dyfcovyr not thys but in my reafon and
my Lord 7 Chamb’leyn wold fend my Lady a Lett’ w* fome
p’uy tokyn betwyx theym and allfo to meve my Lord of Norff*
when he comyth to the p’lement ferteynly Caft’ is yours.

If ye myfle to be Burgeys of Maldon and my Lord Chamb’-
leyn wyll ye may be in a nother plafe ther be a dofeyn townys
in Inglond that chefle no bergeys whyche ought to do and ye
may be fet in for on” of thofe townys and ye be frendyd,
Alfo in no wyfe forget not in all haft to get fome goodly ryng
pryfe of xxs or fom praty flowyr of the fame pryfe and not undyr
to geve to Jane Rodon for fhe hathe ben the moft fpecyall
laborer in yor mater and hathe promyfyd hyr good wyll foorthe

" 7 William, Lord Haftings.
3 and



EDWARTD IV 107

having again of your Place, and Lands in Caifter 40/, not
{peaking of your Stuff nor thing elfc; fo they anfwered me
your offer was more than reafonable, and if the matter were
theirs, they faid, they wift [tzew] what Confcience would
drive them to, they faid, they would move my Lord with it,
and fo they did ; but then the Tempeft arofe, and he gave them
fuch an anfwer, that none of them all would tell it me; but
when I afked an anfwer of them they faid; ¢ And [i/] fome
“¢ Lords or greater men moved my Lord with it, the matter were
‘¢ yours” ; (keep counfel) and with this anfwer I departed, but Six
‘W. Brandon, Southwell, Tymperley, Harry Wentworth, W.
Gorney, and all other of council underftand that ye have wrong ;
in fo much that they moved me that ye fhould take a recom-
pence of other land to the value, but they would not avow the
offer ; for 1 anfwered them, if they had right they would have
offered no recompence ; difcover not this, but in my reafon,
and [#f] my Lord ' Chamberlain would fend my Lady a Letter
with fome privy token between them, and alfo to move my
Lord of Norfolk when he cometh to the Parliament, certainly
Caifter is yours.

If ye mifs to be Burgefs of Maldon, and my Lord Chamber-
lain will, ye may be in another place; there be a dozen Towns
in England that choofe no Burgefs, which ought to do it, ye
may be fet in for one of thofe Towns and [if] ye be friended.
Alfo in any wife forget not in all hafte to get fome goodly ring
(at the) price of 20s. or fome pretty Flower of the {fame price,
and not under, to give to Jane Rodon; for fhe hath been the
moft fpecial labourer in your matter, and hath promifed her

P2 good



108 ORIGINAL LETTERS. °*

and fhe doeth all w' hyr maftrefle And my Lord Chamberleyn
.-wyll he may caufe my Lord of Norff” to com up foner to the
p’lement then he fhold do and then he may apoynt wthym for
yow or y* & ferm corn be gadryd. I profyrd but xI" and if
my Lord Chamberleyn profyr my Lady the remennt I can
thynk it fhall be taken my Lady muft have fomwhat to bye hyr
9 Kovercheff befyd my Lord a Soper y* I payd for wher all
lygh’m twyis lyig ther by viij dayis w* 1xs 1¢ ob. for cofts of
ye contre at Norwyche drawyth abowght xxs I trawe more by
our Lady if it be lefle ftand to your harmys and fic remanet

I axe no more gods of you for all the fervyfe y* I fhall do yow
whyll the world ftandyth but a ™ Gofshawke if eny of my
Lord Chamb’leyns men or yours goo to Kaleys or if eny be to
get in London that is 2 mewyd hawk for fhe may make yow
{porte when ye com into Inglond a dofeyn yer hens, and to
call upon yow owyrly nyghtly dayly dyner foper for thys
hawk I pray noo more but my brodyr E. J. Pampjg Thyrfton
I. Myryel W. Pytte T. Plattyng Jwde lityll Jak Maftyr Boton®
and W. Wood to boote to whyche perfons I prey yow to.
comand me and if all thes lyft to {pek to yow of thys mater
when S%. George Browne W. Knyvett R. Hyd or eny folk of

_ worchepp
$ Corn paid in part of Rent.

9 A Head Drefs, or Handkerchief.
10 From the anxiety here exprefled for an Hawk, we may judge of the attention which
was paid to the Diverfion of Hawking.. ) ,

Latham,
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goad will forth [in future]; and fhe doth all with her Miftrefs.
And [if] my Lord Chamberlain will, he may caufe my Lord
of Norfolk to come up fooner to the Parliament than he fhould
do, and then he may appoint with him for you, ere the * farm
corn be gathered. 1 proffered but 40/. and if my Lord Chamber-
lain proffer my Lady the remanent, I can think it fhall be taken;
my Lady muft have fomewhat to buy her a 9 Coverchief befides
my Lord. '

A fupper that I paid for, wh_ere all the Council- was at
Framlingham 2s. 3d. and my cofts at Framlingham twice lying
there by eight days, with gs. 14. 1. for cofts of the Country at
Norwich draweth about 20s. Itréw more. By our Lady if it
be lefs ftand to your harms, and fic remanet g/, 13s. 4d.

T atk no more good of you for all the fervice, that I thall do
you while the world ftandeth, but a * Gofs Hawk, if any of
my Lord Chamberlain’s men or yours go to Calais, or if any be
to get in London, that is, a mewed Hawk, for fhe may make
you fport when ye come into England a dozen years hence ; and
to call upon you hourly, nightly, daily, dinner, fupper,. for this
Hawk, I pray no more but my brother (Edmund), J. Pampyng,
Thyrfton, J. Myryel, W. Pitt, T. Plating, Jude, little Jack,
Mater Botoner and W. Wood to boot, to which Perfons I pray
you to commend me, and if all thefe lift [é difpofad] to fpeak to
you of this matter when SirGeorge Browne, W. Knyvet, R. Hyde,.

Latham, in his book of Falconry, fays, that a Gofhawk is the firft and moft efteemed
kind of Hawk ; that a Sore Hawk is from the firft taking of her from the eiry, till the hath
mewed her feathers. :

The Taffel, or Tiercel, is the male of the Gofthawk, fo called, becaufe it is a tierce or

third lefs than the female : it appears here, thata Groffer, or Dealer in foreign Fruits, &cs
fold Hawks, ’

L » , or
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worchepp and of my aqweyntanfe be in yor compeny fo y*
they may helpe forthe: for all is lytyll i nowe and ye be not v’y
. well wyllyg, I fhall {o p’uey for hem and ever ye com to Norwyche
and they w'yow that they fhall have as deynte vytayll and as
gret  plente therof for 1 as they fhall have of the treforer of
Caleys for xvi. And ye p’aventure a Pye of Wymondh’m to
boote, now thynk on me good Lord for if I have not an
Hawke I fhall wax fatt for default of labor.and ded for de-
fault of company by my trowthe no more but I pray God
fend you all your defyrs and me my mwyd Gofshawk in haft
or rather ye fayle a Sowyr Hawke ther is a Groffer dwellyg
ryght ou’ayentt the well w* ij boketts a lytyll fro Seynt Elens -
hathe evyr Hawkys to fell.

Woretyn at Norwyche the xxj day of September A°. E. iiijf xije.

>3 P

Rather then faylle a Tarfell provyd wyll occupy the tyme tyll
I com to Caleys.

11 iby 8§,

Paper Mark,
Wg:elo, &c.
Pl x. N? g.

13 The Attendance on the wars in France, and in our Garrifons there, muft have been
wery expenfive by this account of the difference in the price of Provifions at Calais and at
Norwich, :

1¢e
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or any folk of worfhip and of my acquaintance be in your
company, fothat they may help forth, (for all is little enough,
and [if] ye be not very well willing) I fhall fo purvey for
them, and ever ye come to Norwich, and they with you, that
they fhall have as dainty vittuals and as great ™ plenty thereof
for 1d. as they fhall have of the Treafurer of Calais for 15d.
and ye peradventure, a Pye of Wymondham to boot; now
think on me good Lord, for if I have not an Hawk, I fhall wax
fat for default of labour, and dead for default of company by my
truth. No more but I pray God fend you all your defires, and
me my mewed Gofs Hawk in hafte, or rather than fail, a
Soar Hawk, there is a Grofler dwelling right over againft the
Well with two Buckets a little from Saint Helen’s hath ever
Hawks to fell.
 Written at Norwich the 21ft day of September, in the lzth

year of Ed. IV,
'* JOHN PASTON.

Rather then faxI a Tarﬁ'el proVed will occupy the time till I
come to Calais.

Norwich, Monday, 21t of September,
1472, 12 E. IV, :

¥ ‘Autograph, PlL1v.N©12.

LET-



112 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

L CLTELTCR ILIE

A Joban Paflon efguyer foit done.

ORSHYPFULL and weell belovyd brother I recomand
me to yow letyng yow weet y© I fente yow a Lettr

and a Rynge w' a Dyamond in whyche Lett’ ye myght well -

conceyve, what I wold ye fcholde do w* y* fame rynge, w*
menye other tydyngs and thyngs whyche I prayed yowe to have
doon for me, whyche Lett’ * Boton’ had the beryng off, itis fo
nowe y' I undreftond that he is owther deed or ellys harde
efkapyd, wheroff I am ryght hevye, and am not ferteyn whe-

“thyr the feyd Lett’ and rynge come to yowr handys or nott.

I wolde nott that lett’ wer feyn w* fome folkys, wherffor I
praye yow take good heede hoghe that lett’ comythe to yowr
handys hooll or brokyn aud in efpecxall I praye yow gete it
iff ye have it nott.

Alfo I praye yow feele my Lady oﬁ' Norfolks dyfpoficon
to me wards and whethyr fthe toke any dyfplefur at my langage
or mokkyd or dyfdeyned my words whyche I hadd to hyr at
Yarmothe be twyen the place wher I fiyrft mett w*hyr and
hyr lodgyng, flor my Lady Brandon and * §. Wil'm alfo

This Letter contains but little information, it is however given as containing a fpecimen
of the free and eafy converfation of the time, and thows the’ very intimate acquaintance
that fubfifted between Sir J. Pafton and the Duchefs of Norfolk,

: William Botoner, otherwife Worcefter.

axhyd
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LETTER XLIX
To fobn Paflon, Efquire, be this delivered. "

ORSHIPFUL and well beloved Brother, I recommend
. me to you, letting you weet, that I fent you a Letter
and a Ring with a Diamond ; in which Letter ye might well
conceive, what I would ye thould do with the fame Ring, with
many other tidings and things which I prayed you to have done
for me ; which Letter * Botoner had the bearing of ; it is fo now
that T underftand that he is either dead, or elfe hard efcaped ;
whereof I am right heavy; and am not certain whether the
faid Letter and Ring came to your hands or not. _
I would not that Letter were feen with fome folks, wherefore
I pray you take good heed, how that letter cometh to your
hands, whole or broken, and in efpecial I pray you get it, if ye
have it not.
Alfo I pray you feel my Lady of Norfolk’s difpofition to me
wards, and whether fhe took any difpleafure at my language,
or mocked, or difdained, my words which I had to her at
‘ Yarmouth, between the place where I firft met with her, and
her lodging; for my Lady Brandon and * Sir William alfo

* Sir William Brandon, Knight, was {Standard-bearer to the Earl of. Richmond, and

was flain in Bofworth Field, by Richard IIl. He was father to Charles Brandon, Duke of
Suffolk. -

Vor. II. Q ~fked
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axhyd me what words I had had to hyr at that tyme. They
feyd yt my Lady feyde I *gaff hyr ther off, and y*I fholde
have feyde y* . my Lady was worthye to have a Lords Soon
in hyr belye ffor the cowde cherythe itt and dele warlye w*
it, in trowthe owther the fame or words moche lyke I had
to hyr whyche wordys I ment as I feyde, they feye to y I
feyde the toke hyr eafe, Alfo I fcholde have feyde y* my
Ladye was off fatur goode and had fydes longe and large fo
that I was in goode hope fhe fholde ber a fayr chylde, he was
nott lacyd nor bracyd ine to hys peyn but y* fhe left hym rome
to pleys hym in, and they feye that I feyde my Lady was large
and grete and that itt tholde have rome inow to goo owt att, and
thus whyther my Lady mokk me¢ or theye I woote nott, ¥
mente weell by my trowthe to hyr and to y* the is wt as any he
y* owythe heer beft wyll in Ingelond.

Iff ye can by any meed weete whethyr my Ladye take it
to dyfplefur or nowt or whether the thynke I mokkyd hyr ot
iff the wyght it but lewdnefle off my felffe I pray yow fende me
worde, flor I weet nott whethyr I maye truft thys Lady Brane
don or nott.

I'm as ffor tydyngs nowe heer be but ﬁ'ewe Gff that as I
undreftande Imbaffators off Bretayn’ fhall come to London
to morawe And men feye that the Lorde 3 Ryverfe and Scalys
fhall haftelye come hom’ and men feye yt ther is many off
the fowders y* went to hym into Bretayne been dede off the

3 Anthony Woodvxllc, Earl Rivers, &c. went to endeavour to _obtain the pofleffion

of the Earls of Pembroke and Richmond, who were detained as Prifoners by the Duke of
Britany.

4 filyxe
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atked me what words I had had to her at that time; they faid,
that my Lady faid I *gave her thereof, and that I fhould have
faid, that my Lady was worthy to bear a Lord’s Son, for fhé
could cherifh it, and deal warily with it.

In truth either the fame, or words much like, I had to her,
which words I meant as 1 faid; they fay too, that I faid the
took her eafe. Alfo (#that) 1 thould have faid, that my Lady
was of Stature good, and had fides long and large, fo that
was in good hope fhe fhould bear a fair child, he was net laced,
nor braced in, to his pain, but that fhe left him room to play
him in; they fay, that I faid my Lady was large and great,
end that it fhould have room enough; and thus whether
my Lady mock me, or they, I wot not; I meant well by
my truth to her, and to that fhe is with, as any he that oweth
her beft will in England; if ye can by any mean weet, whe-
ther my Lady take it to difpleafure or not, or whether the
think I moc¢ked her, or if the weet it but lewdnefs of myfelf,
I pray you fend me word, for 1 wot not whether I may truft
this Lady Brandon or not.

As for tidings now, here be but few, fave that, as I under-
ftand, Ambaffadors of Britany thall come to London to-morrow ;
and men fay, that the Lord ® Rivers and Scales fhall haftily
come home, and men fay, that there is many of the Soldiers
that went to him into Britany been dead of the Flux, and other

* 1 paid her off, or treated her with unceremonious language.

Q.2 épidemy,
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fiyze and other ipedemye and y* the remenant fholde.come
hom w*' the Lorde Skalys and fom feye y* thees Imbaffators
come ffor moor men and thys daye rennyth a tale y* the Duke
of *Bretayn’ fholde be ded I beleeff it nott.: :

I fent yow worde off an Hawke, I herde, nott from yow fyns
I do and fhall doo y* is poffible in fuche a needg.

Alfo I canne nott undreftand that my Lord off. Norff” fhall
come heer thys tyme, wherffor I am in a greet agonye howe
is beft flor me to fue to hym ffor rehavyng off my place y*
goode Lorde weet full lytell how moche harme he doothe
me and how lytell goode or worthyp it dothe hym. I praye
yow fende me yowr advyce. No moor to yow at thys tyme
but God have yow in hys kepyng Wretyn at London y* iiij
daye off Novembre A°. E. iiij% xij°. I feer me y*' idelnefle
ledyth yowr reyne I praye yow rather remembre S Hughe
Levernoy’s tyll yowr Hauke come.

§ John Pafton, B, .
11§ by 14
Paper Mark,

A Demy Bull. : N
PLx.N°g. - -

4 Francis I1. the laft Duke of Britany, was born in 1433, and died in 1488.

1¢c e
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epidemy [epidemical difeafés,] that the remanent fhould come home
with the Lord Scales; and fome fay, that thefe Ambaffadors come
for more men; and this day runneth a tale, that the Duke of
4 Britany thould be dead, I believe it not.

I fent you word of a Hawk, I heard not from you fince,
1 do and fhall do that is poffible in fuch a need.

Alfo I cannot underftand that my Lord of Norfolk fhall come
here this time, wherefore I am 1n a great agony, how is beft
for me to fue to him for rehaving of my plaée.; that ‘good
Lord weet full little how much harm he doth me, and how
* Tittle good or worthip it doth him. I pray you fend me your
advice. No more to you at this tlme, but God have you in his
keeping. - .

~ Written at London the 4th day of November in the 12th
year of Edward IVth.

I fear me that Idlenefs leadeth your rein ; I pray you rather
remember Su- Hugh Lavcmoy s till your Hawk come.

L SJOHN PASTON, nght.

London, Wednefday,
4th of November, 1472,
12 E. IV, -

s Autograph, Pl 1v. N°® q.

I.JET"’
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LETLTELTECER XL
A Jobn Pqﬂ;on Efguyer foyt done. .

ROTHER 1 comend me to yow, letyng yow weet, &c.
(Tke fifp part of this Letter treats of fome mamy tranf-
actions of no confequence, &c.)

As for the delyu’ance off the Rynge to Meftrefle Jane Ro-
thon’ I dowt nott but it fhall be doon in the beft wyfe fo yt
ye fhall geet me a thank moor than the Rynge and I ar worthe
or deferve.

And wheer ye goo to my Laydy oﬂ' Norffolk and wyll be
theer att the takyng off hyr Chambre I praye God fpede yow
_and our Ladye hyr to hyr plefur w* as eafye labor to over-

kom’ that fhe is abowt as evyr had any Lady or Gentyll-
woman, faff owr Lady heer felffe and foo I hope fhe fhall to
hyr greet joye and all owres and I prey God it maye be lyke
“hyr 1n worfhip wytt gentylnefle and every thynge excepte the
verry verry thynge.
No moor to yow at thyme but I woll fleepe an howr y*
lenger tomorrow by cawfe I wrote fo longe and late to nyght.
Wretyn
I thould have thought that this child was Anne, if it had not been for the Memorandum

of ¢« A° x°.” (10 E. IV.) on the back of a Letter from John Pafton to Sir John
Pafton, Knight, and numbered inthis Colle@jon XXXIV. to which I refer the Reader

The -
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L ETTER L.
To Jobn Pafion, Efguire, be this given.

ROTHER I commend me to you, letting you weet, &c.
(The firff part of this Letter treats of fome money tranf~
actions of no confequence, &c.)
As for’ the deliverance of the Ring to Miftrefs Jane Rothon,
I doubt not but it fhall be done in the beft wife, fo that ye
fhall ‘get me a thank more than the Ring and I are worth or
deferve. | A
And whereas ye go to my Lady of Norfolk, and will be
there at the taking of her chamber, I pray God fpeed you,
and Our Lady her, to her pleafure with as eafy labour to over-
come that fhe is about, as ever had any Lady or Gentlewoman,
fave Our Lady herfelf ; and fo I hope fhe fhall to her great joy,
and all ours ; and I pray God it may be like her in worfhip, wit,
gentlenefs, and every thing, except the fex.

No more to you at this time, but I will fleep an hour the
longer to-morrow, becaufe I wrote fo long and latc to-night.

The Child here expected therefore, whether Boy or Girl, died foon after its birth ;
and whether Sir John’s good withes, as to. the Sex of the Child, were fuccefsful or not,
muft remain undetermined. Autograph, Pl 1v. N° 10,

Wrritten
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Wretyn betwyen y* viij and y* xj daye of Novembre A°,

t‘
12 by 8 §. LR R

Paper Mark,
e Letter, .
P. and Quaterfoil.
Pl x1. N9 13.

L €L L€ R LI
To j‘o/.m” Pafion E_/'qu)'ér or to Mefirefle. Margret Pafion hbys
Modre be thys Letf delys’yd.

EELL belovyd Brother, (Here follows an account of
Letters fent to him from Calais—of farme barly in Fledge
and of olde fluffe at Norwich, &c.)

As ffor tydyngs heer ther bee but fewe faff y* y¢ * Duke
off Borgoyen and my Lady hys wyffe farethe well I was w*
them on thoryfdaye laft paft at * Gawnt, Peter Metteney ffa~
rethe weell and Meftrefle Gretkyn bothe and Rabekyn recomend
byr to yow fhe hathe ben verry feke but it hathe doon hyr
goode ffor fhe is ffayrer and flenderer than fhe was and the
cowde make me no cheer but alwey my fawfe was how ffaret

Thefe Extraéts are given from the Original Letter chiefly to fhow the eafy and familiar
ftyle ufed by Sir John Pafton, (Pl. 1v.N° 10.) in his humorous addrefs to his brother,
when telliing him of Rabekin’s inquiries after him.,

Maft’



~EDWAARD' IV. 121

Written between the 8th and the gth day of November, in
the 12th year of Edward IV, .
- JOHN PASTON, Knight.

Between the 8th and gth of November,
1473, 12 E. IV,

LETTER -LL

To ‘fobn Paflony, Efguire, or to Mrs. Jllarga';'et" Pafion, bis
""" Mother, be this Letter delivered. - - .

ELL BELOVED Brother, (Here follows an account of
Letters fent to him from Calais—of farm Barley in
Flegg hundred, and of old fluff at Norwich, &c.)

As for tidings here, there be but few, fave that the * Duke
of Burgundy, and my Lady his wife fareth well; I was with -
them on Thur{day laft paft at * Ghent. Peter Metteney fareth
well, and Mrs. Gretkin both, and Rabekyn recommend her to
" you, fhe hath been very fick, but it hath done her good, for
fhe is fairer and flenderer than fhe was ; and fhe could make
me no cheer, but alway my fauce was, “ how fareth Mafter

* Charles the Bold, and Margaret, Sifter to Edward 1V.
* Gaunt or Ghent, a City of the Auftrian Netherlands. -

Vor. 1L ' R o ' 'John
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Maft’ John yowr brother wher wt I was wrothe and fpake a
jalous worde or too dyfdeynyng y* fhe fholde care fo moche
ffor yow when y* [ was prefent.

Sende me worde to Hoxons in wrygtyng what goode y*
* 3 Byfshop ded flor me at Framynh’m and howe my Larde my
Ladye and all the Cort or dyfpofyd to me wards.

I here alfo feye y* my Ladye and yowrs Dame Margret
4 Veer is ded God have hyr fowle iff T weer not forye ffor herr I
trowe ye have been.

No moor to yow at thys tyme but All myghty good have yow
in kepyng. Wretyn at Caleys y* iij daye of Februarye A%
R R. E. iiij, xjj°. , I :

- ' S RN A
114by8f, - ‘ <
3 The Bifhop, at Framlingham, fee Letter XXXIV.

}

ZETELER ZI7
A fon irefeher & bon Afﬁe Freer Jobn de VPqﬁ“on g/’é’er.

WEELL belovyd Brother, I recomand me to yow letyng
yow wete y* at the requeft off Meftrefle Jane Haffert

and yow I have laboryd y* k'ny‘ghtys off y¢ theer off Norff® and
the knyghtys off y* thyre off Suf® I underftond ther had ben
4 ' . made
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John your Brother?"” wherewith I was wrath, and {pake a
jealous word or two, difdaining that fhe thould care fo much
for you, when I was prefent.

Send me word to Hoxon’s in writing, what good the 3 Bithop
did for me at Framlingham, and how my Lord, my Lady, and
all the Court are difpofed to me wards.

I hear alfo fay, that my Lady and yours, Dame Margaret
4 Vere is dead, God have her foul ! if I were not forry for her,
I trow ye have been.

No more to you at this time, but Almlghty God have you in
keeping.

Written at Calais, the 3d day of February, in the 12th year
of the reign of Edward IV. .

JOHN PASTON, Knight.
Calais, Wednefday, . ,
3d of February, 1472, 12 E. IV,

4 Daughter and Heir of Sir William Stafford, and wife to Sir George Vere their
Son, John Vere, was afterwards Earl of Oxford. .

L'ET T E R LIL
To bis dear and well beloved Brother Yolm P:_z/io‘n, Ejéuire

ELL BELOVED Brother, I recommend me to you,

letting you weet, that at the requeft of Mrs. Jane
Haffett and you, I have laboured both the Knights of the
Shire of Norfolk, and the Knights of the Shire of Suffolk; I

R 2 . underftand
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made labor y* fuche a thing fhulde have ben as' ye wrotte to me
off but now it is faff. .

Raff Blaundrehaffet wer a name to ftyrte an hare I warrant
. ther fhall come no fuche name in owr bokys ner in owr houfe,
it myght p’ cafe ftyrt xx" harys at onys, ware that j* * perfe.
1 redde ther in the bille .off Norft” off on John Tendall Efq’er.
but I fuppofe it be not ment by owr Tendall and iff it be he
fhall not reft theer iff I maye helpe it.

As for tydyngs the werft that I herde was that my Moodre
wyll not doo fo moche ffor me as the put me in coffort off.

Other tydyngs I herd fey ffor ferteyn y* y* Lady Fitzwat’ is
ded and y* Maft’ Fytzwat’ fhall have CCCC mrke ayer mor’
than he had I am not fory therffor, '

As ffor the worlde I woot nott what it menyth men feye heer
as weell as * Hogan y* we fhall have adoo in haft I know
no lyklyhod but that fuche a Rumor ther is.

Men fey the Qwyen w! the Prynce fhall come owt off Walys
and kepe thys Efterne w* the Kyng at Leycetr and fom’ feye
nowther off them fhall com ther. )

I'm off beyond y© See it is feyd y* the Frenfe Kyngs hoft
hathe kyllyd the Erle off 3 Armenak and all hys myry mene
fom’ feye undre appoyntment and fom’ feye they wer befegyd and
gotyn by pleyn affault. - |

"The bufincfs referred to, inthe be:ginning of this Letfcr, is not mentioned ; what i
faid of Blenerhaffet, feems to be meant as a pun upon the name, as written Blunder

Lare fet ; or perhaps it may only refer to its being a founding name.
' Ferthermoor
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underftand there had been made labour, that fuch a thing
fhould have been as ye wrote to me of, but now it is fafe.

Ralph Blaunderhaflett were a name to ftart an Hare, I
warrant there fhall come no fuch name in our Books, nor
in our houfe; it might per cafe ftart twenty Hares at once.
Beware that 1d. * purfe. I read there in the bill of Norfolk,
of one John Tendall, Efquire, but I fuppofe it be not meant
by our Tendall ; and if it be, he fhall ‘not reft there, if I may
help it,

As for tidings, the worft that I heard was, that my Mother
will not do fo much for me as the put me in comfort of.

Other tidings, I heard fay for certain, that the Lady Fitz-
walter is dead, and that Mafter Fitzwalter fhall have 400 marks
(266/. 135. 4d.) a year more than he had: I am not forry therefore.

As for the world I wot not what it meaneth,’ men fay here,
as well as * Hogan, that we fhall have ado [a commotion] in
hafte; I know no likelihood, but that fuch a Rumour there is.
Men fay, the Quecn with the Prince fhall come out of Wales,
and keep this Eafter with the King at Leicefter; and fome fay,
neither of them fhall come there.

Item, of beyond the Sea, it is faid, that the French King’s
Hoft hath killed the Earl of s Armagnac and all his merry men ;
fome fay, under appointment, and fome fay, they were befieged,
and gotten by plain affault.

* It feems to mean, Beware of that covetous man; or of that poor man, which I
know not.

* Hogan’s Prophecy is mentioned in Letter LVI,

3 A Territory on the North-eaft fide of Gafcony, in France.
: Farthermore
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Ferthermoor men feye that the Frenthe Kynge is w* hys oft
uppon the wat’ off % Some a Ix myle froo Caleys I leve them
wheer I ffond them. | - ’
1 made yowr anfwer to y° firends off Meftreffe Jane Godnofton
accordyng to yowr Inftrucions. As for me I am nott ferteyn
whether I fhall to Caleys to Leyfetr or come home into Norff"
but I thall haftely fend yow worde, &c.

Wretyn y* ij daye of Aprll A°. E. iiij. xiij°.

10 by 5 %.

Part of the Paper Mark
remaining is the bot-
tom of the Letter P.
Pl x1. N° 13.
4 A River which runs through Picardy, in France,

Autograph. Pl 1v. N°%g.

LELLTER LIVP

To Fobn Pafton Efger at Norwych be thys dd.

YRSHYPFULL and well belovyd Brother, I comand me .

to yow letyng yow weet y' the Worlde femyth qweyfye

‘heer ffor the moft part that be abowt the Kyng have fende hyddr
ffor ther harneys and it feyd ffor ferteyn that y* Duke off
Clarance makyth hym bygge in that he kan fchewyng as he
wolde but dele w* the Duke of Glowceft’ but the Kyng en-

tentyth .
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Farthermore men fay, that the French King is with his Hoft
, upen the water of 4 Somme 2 60 miles from Calais; I leave
® them where I found them.

I made your anfwer to the friends of Mrs. Jane Godnoﬁon
according to your Inftrultions g as for me, I am not certain
whether I fhall to Calais, ta Leicefter, or come home into Nor-
folk, .but I thall haftily fend you word, &c.

Written the 2d day of April, the 13th of Edward IV.

Friday,
2d %f Aprily 1473,

LETTER LIII.
Fo 7obn' Pé[ion; Efquire, v.at Norwich, be this delivered,

ORSHIPFUL and well beloved Brother, I commend me

to you, letting you weet, that the World feemeth queafy
[unfeitled] here ; for the moft part that be about the King have
fent hither for their Harnefs, and it (#) faid for certain, that
the Duke of Clarence maketh him big in that he can, fhewing

as he would but [only] deal with the Duke of Gloucefter; but
' ' o the
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tentyth in efchyewying all Inconvenyents to be as bygge as
they bothe and to be a ftyffeler atweyn them, and fom men
thynke y* undre thys ther fholde be fom other thynge en-
tendyd and fom treafon confpyred fo what fhall falle can I
nott feye. - . '

-I'm it is feyde y* yift'daye ij Paflagers off Dovr wer takyn
I ffer y* iff Juddy had noon hafty paflage fo y* iff he paflyd
nott on.Sondaye or mondaye y* he is taken and fom geer off
myn y* I wolde not for xx"

I hope and p’pofe to goo to Caleys warde on fondaye or
mondaye or nyghe bye ffor I am nott acompanyed to do any
fervyfe heer wherffor it wer bett’ flor me to be owt off {yght.

(Here follow fome money tramfactions relative to a Dottor Pyken-
bam, bis Mother and others.)

I'm Sprynge y* wayten on my * ffadre when he was in Jowel
hous whom my ffadre at hys dyeng befett x1° he cryethe
evyr on me ffor it and in weye off Almefs and he wolde be
eafyd thow it wer but xx, or xs wherffor he hathe wretyn to
my Modr and moft have an anfwer ageyn I wolde y* my Moodr
fende hym as thoghe fhe lende hym fom whatt and he woll
be pleafyd and ellys he can feye as fhrewdely as any man in
Ingelonde.

It'm

The firft part of this curious Letter informs us of the unfettled ftate of the nation ;
and that the Duke of Clarence, pretending only to be getting his party together to oppofe
the Duke of Gloucefter, was fuppofed to be meditating fome Treafon againft the State.

Thefe royal Brothers bad been for fome time at variance, and moft probably their

Difputes
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the King intendeth, in efchewing-all Inconvenience, to be as
big as they both, and to be a Stiffler [Stickler] atween them ; and
fome men think, that under this, there fhould be fome other
thing intended, and fome Treafon confpired; fo what fhall fall,
can I not fay.

Item, it is faid that yefterday two Paffagers [Paflage Boats)
of Dover were taken ; I fear that if Juddy had no hafty paflage,
fo that if he pafled not on Sunday or Monday, that he is
taken, and fome Gear [Goods] of mine, that I would not for 20l.
I hope and purpofe to go to Calais ward on Sunday or Mon-
day or nigh by, for I came not accompanied to do any fervice
here ; wherefore it were better for me to be out of fight.

- (Here follow fome money tranfattions relative to a Doflor Py-
kenbam, bis Mother, and others.)

Item, Spring, that waited on my * father when he was in
 Gaol houfe, whom my father, at his dying befet [beguearbed)
40s. he cryeth ever on me for it, and in way of Alms and he
would be eafed, though it were but xxs. or xs. wherefore he hath
written to my Mother, and muft have an anfwer again ; I would
that my Mother fend him, as though fhe lend him fomewhat,
and he will be pleafed, and [or] elfe he can fay as threwdly as
any man in England.

Difputes were heightened at this time, by the late marriage of the latter with Anne, the
Widowof Prince Edward, Henry VI’s Son; Daughter and Coheir of the Earl of War-

wick ; and Sifter to the Duchefs of Clarence, whofe poffeffions the Duke was unwilling to
divide with her Sifter, now his-Brother’s Wife.

* JohnPafton, Efquire, was imprifoned by Edward IV.in 1466.

- Vor, II. . 'S ' . Itém,
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It'm the Kynge hathe fent ffor hys * Great Seall, fom feye
we fhall have a newe 3 Chauncelor but fom thynke y* the
Kynge dothe as he dyde at the laft fleldys he wyll have the
Seall w* hym, but thys daye Do&tor ¢ Morton Maft' off y*
Rollys rydethe to y° Kynge and berythe the Seafe w* hym.

I'm I had neu’ mor nede off mony than now wherffor
Faftolff ’s v mrks and the mony off Maft’ John Smythe wolde
make me holl, &c. .

Wretyn on Seynt Lenards daye A°. R R. E. iiij* xiij°.

I'm. Sende me my Veftment acordyng to y° Lett’ I fent yow
by Symond Dam in all hatt. '

113 by8 3.

> This is a proof that the King apprehended fome confpiracy was going forwards. |
3 Robert Stillington, Bifhop of Bath and Wells, was the then' Chancellor.

4 Dr. Morton wasa man of great learning and #rit loyalty ; he was elected Bithop
' of

s 30 190 iht

-

LeZ T €R %I
‘o Fobn Pafton Efger in Norff.

WYRSSHYPFULL and ryght hertyly belowyd brother, I
recomande me on to yow letyng yow wete y* on wed-
nyfdaye laft paftI wrote yow a lett” wheroff John Carbalde

had the beryng promyttyng me y* ye fhold have it at Norwyche
: thys
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Item, the King hath fent for his * Great Seal; fome fay, we
thall have a new * Chancellor, but fome think, that the King
doth as he did at the laft Fields, he will have the Seal with
him, but this day Do&or ¢ Morton, Mafter of the Rc;lls, rideth
to the King, and beareth the Seafe [Seals] with him.
~ Item, I had never more need of money than now, wherefore
Faftolf’s 5 marks, (3/. 6s. 84.) and the money of Mafter John
Smythe would make me whole, &c.

Written on St. Leonard’s day, in the 13th year of the reign
of Edward IVth.

Item, fend me my veftment, according to the Letter I fent
you by Symond Dam, in all hafte.

~ 5 JOHN PASTON, Knight.
Thur{day, ,
15th of April, 1473,
13 E.IV.
of Ely, in1478; and in the fame year appointed Lord Chancellor ;—in 1484, he was

advanced to the Archiepifcopal See of Cantcrbury, and died ip 1500,
s Autograph Pl 1v. N° 10. ‘

L ETTER LIV,

To Yobn Pafton, Efquire, in Norfolk.

ORSHIPFUL and right heartily beloved Brother, I re-
commend me unto you, letting you weet, that on
Wednefday laft paft I wrote you a Letter, whereof John Car-
balde had the bearing, promitting [promifing] me that ye thould
S 2 have
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thys daye or ellys to morowe in the mornyng, wherin I praye
yowe to take a labor accordyng afftr the tenur off the fame
and y* I maye have an anfwer at London to Hoxon iff any
maflenger come as ene I maye doo ffor yow.

As ffor tydyngs ther was a trufe taken at Bruffellys about
the xxvj daye off Marche laft paft be twyn the Duke off Borgoyn
and ye ffrenfe Kyngs Imbaffators and Maft’ Will'm At Clyff
ffor the Kyng heer whyche is a Pefe be londe and wat’ tyll the
' fiyrft daye off Apryll nowe next comyng betweyn Fraunce
and Ingelond and alfo y* Dukys londes. God holde it ffor ever
and grace be.

It'm the Erle of * Oxenfford was on fat’daye at 3 Depe and
is -p’pofyd into Skotlond w* a xij Schyppys, I myﬁru& that
werke.

I'm ther be in London many filyeng talys feymg that y*
fhold be a 4 werke and yit they wot not howe. -

I'm my Lorde s Chamb’leyn fendyth now at thys tyme to
Caleys y* yonge Lorde ¢ Sowche and S-. Thomas Hongreffords
* Dowtre and heyr and fome feye y¢ yonge Lady Haryngton
thes be iij grett Jowelles, Caleys is a mery town they fhall
dwell ther I wot not whylghe.

The hiftoric Fafts mentianed in this Letter contradi@ the Dates of them as g:ven by
our Hiftorians, and place in the year 1473, thofe which they have given as happening
in the year preceding.

s From 26th of March, 1473, to 1ft of April, 1474.

3 Our Hiftorians affert that the Earl of Oxford was taken in St. Michael’s Mount, in
Cornwall, in 1472, and thence conveyed to the Caftle of Hammes, near Calais, where -

be was imprifoned during twelve yeass ; this could not be, as he was now at Dxeppc, con-
certing an expedition into Scotland.

No
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have it at Norwich this day, or elfe to-morfow in the morning ;
wherein I pray you to take a labour according after the tenure of
the fame, and that I may have an anfwer at London to Hoxon,
- if any meflenger come, as ene I may do for you.

As for tidings, there was a Truce taken at Bruflels about
the 26th day of March laft paft, between the Duke of Burgundy
and the French King’s Ambaffadors, and Mr. William at Clyff
for the King here; which is a Peace by land and water till the
' firt day of April now next coming, between France and
England, and alfo the Duke s land; God hold it for ever, and
[#f] Grace be ! .

Item, the Earl of * Oxford was on Saturday at 3 Dieppe, and
is purpofed into Scotland with a 12 Ships ; I miftruft that
work. :

Item, there be in London many flying Tales, faymg, that
there thould be a 4 work and yet they wot not how.

Item, my Lord s Chambetlain fendeth, now at this time to
Calais, the young Lord ® Zouch and Sir Thomas Hungerford’s
7 Daughter and Heir, and fome fay, the young Lady Harring-
ton, thefe be three great Jewels ; Calais is a merry town, they
fhall dwell there I wot not whylghe [how /lng].

"3 A Port Town in France, oppofite to Rye, in Suffex.

4 Thie may refer to fome commotions expefted to be excited by the Friends of the
Houde of Lancafter, perhaps to affift the Earl of Oxford, or it may relate to the differences
between the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, &c,

* 5 William, Lord Haftings.

¢ John, Lord Zouch of Harringworth ; he was attamtcd in the firft year of Henry VIL

7 Mary, Daughter and Heir of Sir Thomas Hungerford ; fhe afterwards married
Edward, Son and Heir to William, Lord Haftyngs, who in her right became Lord
Hungerford, her Uncle’s attainder being reverfed.

.No
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No mor but I have ben and ame troblyd w* myn over largs
and curteys delyng w' my fervants and now w' ther onkynd
nefle Plattyng yowr men wolde ‘thys daye byd me ffar well
to to morow. at Dou’ notwttandyng Thryfton yowr other
man is ffrom me and John Myryell and W. Woode whyche
promyfed yow and Dawbeney God have hys fowle, at Caftre
y* iff ye wolde take hym in to be ageyn w* me y* then he
wold neuw’ goo firo me and ther uppon I have kepyd hym
thys iij yer to pleye Seynt * Jorge and Robyn Hod and the
‘Shryff off Notyngh’m and now when I wolde have good
horfe he is goon into Bernyfdale and 1 w'owt a keeper.

Wretyn at Cant'burye, to Caleys warde on tewefday and
happe be, uppon ® Good Frydaye y° xvj daye off Apryll A,
E. ijs, xiije.

Hotor,

3 P B

It'm the moft parte off the Sowdyors y* went ou” w* S*. Rob'
Green have leeff and be comyn hom the hyghe weye ffull my
Cariage was behynd me ij hours longer yan I lokyd afftr
but I " wyfle I wende y* I myght have etyn my parte on

¥ Meaning, I prefume, either that he had kindly kept him when he did aot want him ;
and now that he did want him, that he had left him ; or thzt be had kept him to be an
Aétor in fuch Interludes.

5 This is the firft Letter fo fully dated, by which the exa& time of King Edward’s
" reign can be precifely afcertained.

y the Tables to find Eafter, it appears that in 1473, the Prime being 11, and the
Dommlcal Letter C, Eafter Sunday was on the 18th of April.

I Goed
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No more, but I have been, and am troubled with mine over
large and courteous dealing with my fervants, and now with
their unkindnefs; Platting your man would this day bid me
farewell to to-morrow at Dover, gotwithﬁanding Thryfton
your other man is from me, and John Myryel, and W. Woode
which promifed you and Dawbeney, God have his Soul, at
Caifter, that if ye would take him in to be again with me,
that then he would never go from me; and. thereupon I have
kept him -this three ycars to play * Saint George and Robin
Hood, and the Sheriff of Nottingham, and now when I would
have good horfe, he is gone into Bernyfdale and I without a
Keeper.

Written at Canterbury, to Calais ward on Tuefday and [ 7/f]
hap be, upon 9 Good Friday the 16th day of April, in the
1 3th year of Edward IV. -

Your,
> JOHN PASTON, Knight.

Item, the moft part of the Soldigrs that went over ‘with
Sir Robert Green have leave, and be éoming home the High~
way full ; my Carriage was behind me two heurs longer than
I looked after, but '* I wis I wend that I might have eaten my

Edtrard the IVth’s Reign began the 4th of March.,

The 16th of April 1473, was therefore the 13th of Edward IV. and confequemtly
he began his reign on the 4th of March, 1460.

N. B. The Date of the New Year commenced on the 25th of March.

*o Autograph. Pl. 1v. N° 10.

1 The fenfe of this latter part is not clnr perhaps he meant to fay that he was fo fure
that his finery was loft, that he might have ventured to promife to cat his part of it on
Good Friday without breaking his faft..

pait
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Good ffrydaye all my garees and pryde had ben goon, but

all was faffe. I pray yow iff W. Mylfent go ffroo yow y*
he myght come to me to Caleys, I will have hym.

11 § by 8.

Paper Mark,
A Vine Branch, and
. Bunch of Grapes.
Pl.x.N®3.,

L C€CITELER ZU

To fobn Pafton Efquyer in Norwich,

YGHT werfhypfull brother I recomand me to yow, &c.
(Then follow fome orders concerning Servamts, Debts, Se-
curities, &c.) . . .
As for tydyngs the Erle of * Wylfhyr and the Lord * Sudele
be ded and it was feyd y* S W. Stanle was deed but now
it is feyd naye, &c. ‘
- Im as ffor your goyng to Seyn James I 3 beleve it but
atwyen 1j, &c. o

I herd feye that a man was thys daye examyned and he

confefled y* he knewe greet trefor was fende to y° Erle off

This fthews us the unfettled ftate of the nation, and the apprehenfions of the King
concerning the coming of the Earl of Oxford.—The man’s confefion feems to be
founded on goed authority, as the Earl arrived in England foon after.

Ozxenfford

Ty
oi!;‘
4 .
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part on Good Friday all my garees [finery] and pride had been
gone, but all was fafe.

I prdy you'if W. Mylfent go from you, that he might come
to me to Calals, I will have him.

Canterbury,
Good Friday, 16th of April,
1473, 13 E. IV,

L ETTER LV

To obn Pafin, Efquire, in Norwich,

IGHT worthipful Brother, I recommeénd me to you, &c.
(Then follow fome orders concerming Servants, Debts, Secu-
rities, &c.)
- As for tidings, the Earl of * Wiltfhire and the Lord * Sudley
be dead, and it was faid, that Sir W. Stanley was dead, but
now it is faid nay, &c.
Item, as for your going to Saint James’s I ? believe it but
atween two, &c.
I heard fay, that a man was this day eXammed and he
confcﬂéd ‘that he knew great treafure was fent to the Earl of

! John Stafford was created Earl of Wnltﬂnre in 1470 He was brother to Henry,
Duke of Buckingham. - ’ :

% ..o ¢ « . Butler, Lord Sudley. o e Lt

3 This feems to fignify, I do sot believe it, - ‘

VoL, II. T Oxfords
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Oxenfford wheroff 4 m* 1i fholde be conveyd by a * Monke
off Weftm’ and fom’ feye by a Monke off Chartrehows.

I'm that the fame man fchulde acufe C Gentylmen in Norff®
and Suff’ y* have agreyd to aflyft the feyd Erle at hys‘ comyage
thyder whyche as itt is feyd fholde be w'in viij dayes afftr
$ Seynt Donfton iff wynde and weddyr ferffe hym fllyeng tales.
No mor at thys tyme but God have yow in kcpy'ng. ‘Wretyn
at London on Seynt Donftones daye xviij daye of Maye A°.

* Jobn Patfon, .
11 §by8 §. .
Paper Mark,
Bull’s Head and Star.-
Pl. x. N° 1.

 We fee here that the Clergy favoured the Earl of Oxford, though King Edward
always endeavoured to keep them on his fide.

LETLT LT ER LUF

To Yobn Pafton Efger be thys delyveryd.

I YGHT wyrthypfull brother I comand me to yow let.
yng yow weet y* thys daye I was in very p’pofe to
Caleys ward all redy to have goon to y* Barge, faff 1 teryed

flor a yonge man y* I thoght to have had w* mre thyddr, on
2 that
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Oxford, whereof a 10e0/. fhould be conveyed by a ¢ Monk of
Weftminfter, and fome fay, by a Monk of Charterhoufe.

Item, that the fame man thould accufe an hundred Gentlemen
in Norfolk and Suffolk, that have agreed to affift the faid Earl
at his coming thither, which, as it is faid, thould be within
eight days after * St. Dunftan, if wind and weather ferve hlm H
flying tales.

No more at this time, but God have you in keeping.®’
Written at London on Saint Dunftan’s day, the 18th day of
May, in the 13th year of Edward IV,

s JOHN PASTON, Knight.

London, '
St. Dunﬁan s day,
Tuefday, 18th of May, 1473-
13 E. 1V.

$ In the next Letter he is faid to have landed in Effex oa the a&th of May.
¢ Autograph. Pl 1v.N° g.

LETTEHR LVL

To obn Paftn, Efguire, be this delivered.

IG HT worfhipful Brother, 1 recommend me to you,
letting you weet, that this day 1 was in very purpofe

to Calais ward, all ready to have gone to the Barge; favel
tarried for a 'young man, that I thought to have had with me
T 2 thither,
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that was w* Rows whyche is in the cowntre, and becaufe I
cowde not geet hym and y' I have no mor heer w' me butt
Pampyng Edward and Jak therffor Pampyng remembryd me
* that at Caleys he tolde me y* he p’pofed to be w* the Duchefle
off Norff” my Lady and yowrs and Edward is fyke and femythe
nott abydyng he wolde fee what fhold falle off thys worlde,
and fo I am as he that feythe com® hyddr John my man, and
®as happe was yift’day Juddy went affor to Caleysward wherffor
I am nowe ille p’veyd, whyche ffor owte yt I knowe yit is lyke
to kepe me heer thys * Wytfontyd wherffor, iff ye knowe any
lykly men and flayr condycaned and good Archers fende them
to me thowe it be iiij and I wyll have them and they fhall
have iiij'mrks by yer and my Levere. ‘

He maye com to me hyddr to the Gott or yit to Caleys wr
a * riall iff he be wyfe, whyche iff nede bee I wolde y*
Berker toke hym to come uppe wtiff it be fuche on’ as ye
tryft. |

Im I fuppofe bothe Pytte and Kothye Plattyng fhall goo
firom me in haft, I wyll neu’ cheryfshe knaves foo as I have
don ffor ther fakys. .

Im I praye yow fende me a newe Veftment off whyght
Damafke ffor a Dekyn’,  whyche is among myn other geer
at Norwiche, ffor he fhall ther too as ye woot off I wyll make

~ an armyng Doblett off it thow I fholde an other tyme gyff

The former part of this Letter is of little confequence, except to fhew us the Attend-
ants neceffary for a Perfon of Sir John Pafton’s (Pl. 1v. N° g.) rank ; the latter hints to
us the unfettled flate of the government; and that the King and the Duke of Clarence
wege not on amicable terms. )

a longe
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thither, one that was with Rows which is in the country; and
becaufe I could not get him, and that I have no more here
with, me but Pampyng, Edward, and Jack, therefore Pampyng
remembered me, that at Calais he told me, that he purpofed
to be with the Duchefs of Norfolk, my Lady and yours; and
Edward is fick, and feemeth not abiding, he would fec what
fhall fall of this world, and fo I am as he that faith; ¢* come
¢ hither, John, my man;” And as hap was yefterday Juddy
went afore to Calais ward, whercfore I am now ill purveyed;
which for aught that I know yet, is like to keep me here this
* Whitfuntide, wherefore if ye know any likely men, and fair
conditioned, and good Archers, fend them to me, though it
be four, and I will have them, and they fhall have four Marks
(2/. 13s. 4d.) by the year, and my Livery.

He may come to me hither to the Goat, or yet [e/] to
Calais with a * rial if he be wife, which i1f need be, I would
that Barker took [gave] him to come up with, if it be fuch
one as ye truft.

Item, I fuppofe both Pytte, and Kothye Plattyng fhall go
from me in hafte : I will never cherith Knaves fo as I have done,
for their fakes. . ‘

- Item; I pray you fend me a new Veftment of white Damafk
for a Deacon, which is amongft mine -other Geer at Norwich,
for he fhall thereto as ye wot of; I will make an arming

a Whitfuu;iay, 6th of June, 1473, .

* A Rial, a gold coin of 10* value. :
c Doublet

?
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a longe Gown off Velvett ffor another veftment and fend it in
all haft to Hoxon to fend me.

I'hopyd to have been verry mery at Caleys thys Whytfon-
tyde and am weell apparayled and apoyntyd faff that thes ffolks
ffayle me foo and I have mat’-ther to make off Ryght excellent.
Som man wolde have haftyd hym to Caleys thowe he had
hadd no bett’ erand and fom men thynke it wyfdom and pro-
fyght to be theer now weell owt off the weye.

It'm as ffor the * Byfshop and I we bee nerrr to a poynt than
we weer, {fo that my part is nowe all the londes in Flegge
holly, the man’ off Heylefdon, Tolthorpe, and Tefits in Nor-
wyche and Erlh’m excepte Fayrechylds, but ffarweell Drayton
the Devyll doytt them.

It'm large and fferr comynycacon hathe ben bytwyen $. John
Fogge Ric Haulte ffor ther Suft’ and me byffor Do&or Wynt-
borne and ellys wher fo that I am in bett’ hope than I was by
Seynt 3 Lawrens that I fhall have a delyu’aunce.

I’'m as ffor tydyngs heer I trow ye have herde yowr part
howe y* ye Erle off Oxenfford landyd by Seynt Ofyes in Effexe
y* xxviij daye off Maye faff he teryed nott longe ffor iff he
had the Erle of # Effexe rod to hym wardys and the Lords
Denh’m and Durafle and other mor whyche by lyklyod fholde
have dyftruflyd hym but yit hys comyng favyd Hogan hys
hed and hys Profefye is the mor belevyd ffor he feyde that thys
troble tholde begyn in Maye and y* the Kynge tholde North-

8 James Goldwell, Bithop of Norwich, 1472.

! 1oth of Auguft.
wards
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Doublet of it, though I thould another time give a long Gown
of velvet for another veftment; and fend it in all hafte to
Hozxon to fend me. |

I hoped to have been very merry at Calais this thtfunnde,
and am well apparelled and appeinted, fave that thefe folks fail
me fo, and I have matter there to make of right excellent.

‘Some man would have hafted him to Calais, though he had
had no better errand, and fome men think it wifdom and profit
to be there now well out of the way.

Item, as for the * Bifhop and I, we be nearer to a point than
we were, {0 that my part is now all the Lands in Flegg wholly,
the Manor of Helle{don, Tolthorpe, and Tenemeats in Norwich
and Earlham, except Fairchild’s; but farewell Drayton, the
Devil do it them [do them good of it].

Item, large and fair communication hath been between Sir
John Fagge and Richard Haulte for their Sifter and me, before
Do&or Wyntborne and elfewhere, fo that I arh in better hope
than I was by St. 3 Lawrence that I fhall have a deliverance.

Item, as for tidings here, I trow ye have heard -your part,
how that the Earl of Oxford landed by St. Ofyth’s in Effex,
the 28th day of May, fave he tarried not long ; for if he had, the
Earl of 4 Effex rode to him wards, and the Lords Denham
and Duras, (Galliard de Durefort) and other more, which by
likelihood fhould have diftrefled him; but yet his coming
faved Hogan his head ; and his Prophecy is the more believed ;
for he faid, that this trouble thould begin in May, and that the

4 Henry Bourchier, Earlof Effex, Lord Treafurer. .
King
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wards and -that y° Scotts fholde make us werke and hym
batayle. ' \

Men loke “afftr they wot not what but men by harneys
ffaft the Kyngs menyall men and y* Duke off Clarauncs ar
many in thys town y*Lord 5 Ryu'fe com to daye me feye to
p'veye in lyke wyfe.

It'm how y' y* Cowntefle off ¢ Warwyk is now owt off
Beweley Seyntwarye and”S*. James T'yrell conveyth hyr North-
warde men feye by the Kynges affent wherto. fom men feye
y* the Duke off Clarance is not agrcyd.

I'm men feye y* the Erle off Oxenfford is abowt the Ilde
off Tenett hoveryng fom feye w* grett companye and fom feye
wt ffewe. ' .

No mor but God kepe yow. Wretyn at London the iij
‘daye off June A°. E.iiij¢ xiij°
- ‘ Jobn Paffon, k.
11 $by8 3.

‘ Paper Mark,
The Letter P, and Quaterfoil.
Pl x1. N° 15.

s Anthony Wideville, Earl Rivers, beheaded at Pontefradt, '1483. ’

¢ Anne, widow of Richard Neville, the great Earl of Warwick, fifter and heir to
Henry Beauchamp, Duke of Warwick, and mother of Ifabel, the wife of George,
“Duke of ‘Clarence. T ‘ . ‘ .

'1'03 T-
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King fhould Northwards, and that the Scots fhould make us
work, and him battle. ‘ '

Men look after they wot not what, but men buy Harngfs
faft ; the King’s menial men, and the Duke of Clarence’s, are
many in this town ; the Lord $ Rivers came to day, men fay, to
purvey in like wife.

Item, how that the Countefs of °* Warwick is now out of
Beverley San€tuary, and * Sir James Tyrell conveyeth her North-
wards, men fay, by the King’s aflent, whereto fome men fay,
that the Duke of Clarence is not agreed.

Item, men fay, that the Earl of Oxford is about the Ifle of
Thanet, hov;:ring, fome fay, with great company, and fome
fay, with few. _

No more but God keep you. Written at London the 3d

day of June, in the 13th year of Edward IV.

JOHN PASTON, Knight.

London,
Thurfday, ]gd of June,
1473, 13 E. IV,

7 If this be the Perfon, who was afterwards thought to be concerned in the murder
of Edward V. and his Brother, the Duke of York, he muft have been a Knight much
longer than thofe who have written on this particular part of our Hiftory fuppofed him -to
have beeno

Vor. II. [9) LET
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. ZETL T ECR LUII

A Edmond Pafin Efguyer a Caleys foyt donne.

BROTHER Edmond I grete yow weell letyng yow weete
y abowt thys daye vij nyglit I fende yow a Letter by
Nycholas Bardeflee a fowdyer whyche is wont woute to be at
* borde’ Perauntys and alfo an * hofeclothe off blak ffor yow.
I wende yt ye tholde have hadde itt w'in ij dayes but I am
afferde y* he defeyved me.

Itm I lete yow weet y* Plattyng is comen hyddr and he
fcythe Y' ye gaffe hym leve to fletche hys geer and Pittys and
Yhat is hys erande hyddr and noon other, ner he thowt neu’
to goo ffro me ner he wyll nott goo ffro me as he feythe,
wherffor 1 praye yow fende me worde off hys condycdns and
whyghe ye thynke yt he fholde neu’ do me worfhypp.

He feythe alfo y* he and Pytte weer at ye¢ takyng off the
Efflyngs and that he was in the Pakker and Pytte in the
Cryftoffre. I praye yow fende me worde howe bothe he and
Pitte quytte them by the report off fom’ indyfferent trewe
‘man y* was ther iff they quytte them weell I wolde love them

Though this Letter from Sir John Pafton (Pl. 1v. N°g.) contains nothing very
material, it informs us of an Engagement at Sea between fome Ships of this Country,
and thofe of the Eafterlings or Inhabitants of the Eaftern part of Germany.

It likewife acquaints ws with fome private Anecdotes of Sir John Pafton as a man of
gallantry. ’

4 the
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LETTETR LVIL
9o Edmund Pafion, Efquire, at Calais, be this deltvered.

ROTHER Edmund, I greet you well, letting you weet,

that about this day fev'night I fent you a Letter, by -
Nicholas Bardefley a Soldier, which is wont to be at * border
{query, brother] Perauntys; and alfo an * Hofecloth of black
for you; I wend [underfiood) that ye fhould have had it within

two days, but I am afraid that he deceived me.

" Item, I let you weet that Plattyng is coming hither, and he
faith, that ye gave him leave to fetch his Geer and Pytt’s ; and
that is his errand hither and none other, nor he thought never
to go from me, nor he will not go from me, as he faith;
wherefore 1 pray you fend me word of his conditions, and why
ye think that he fhould never do me worthip. ‘
He faith alfo, that he and Pytt were at -the taking of the
Efterlings, and that he was in the Packer, and Pytt in the Chrif-
topher ; I pray you fend me word how beth he and Pytt quit

* them, by the report of fome indifferent true man that was there;
if they quit [acquitted] them well, 1 would love them the

* Cloth fer hofen.
* May not this fentence be thus read ? is wont to be at border paravaat this, i. e. is
accuftomed to reach the border, marchor edge of Calais much fooner,—before this,—
 before fo much tiune was elapfed.

U 2 better;
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the bett’, wherffor the next daye afftr’the fyte of thys Lett’
1 praye yow wryght ageyn and fende } by the next paflage.

Im I fende a lytell praty boxe herwith. whyche I wolde
yt Juddy fholde delyu’ to y*. woman y' he wetyth off and
praye hyr to take it to y* man-y* fhe wetyth off, y*is to feye,
as moche as ye knowe all well i now but ye maye nott makc
yow wyfein no wyfe. o

It'm I praye yow fende me worde as -ye wer wont ‘to do off
heer wellffar and whether I weer owt and other inne or mnott

and whether fhe fhall florfake Caleys as fone as ye fende me
worde off or nott.

By God I wolde be w* yow as flayne as yowr felff and (ha.ll
be in haft w* Godds grace.

It'm as flor my brother John I hope w'in thys monyth to
fee hym in Caleys ffor by lyklyhod to morowe or ellys the
next daye he takyth fhyppe at Yarmothe and goothe to Seynt
* James warde and he hathe wretyn to me yt he wyll come
-homwarde by Caleys.

I'm I fuppofe y* James Song’ fhall com’ w* me to Caleys
ye rather ffor yowr fake.

I'm Meftrefle Elyfabett flareth well, but as yit Song’. know-
~ eth nott fo p’fiytly all y* ye wolde weet y* he woll nott wryght
to yow off thees ij dayes tyll he knowe moor, but iff fhe hadde
ben bolde and durft have abydyn ftyll at hyr Gate and fpoken
w' me fo God helpe me fhe had hadd thys fame y* I fende

* On a Pilgrimage, I fuppofe, to Saint James of Compoftella, in the province of
Gallicia, in Spain.

nowe
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better ; wherefore the next day after _the fight of this letter,
I pray you write again, and fend it by the next paffage.

Item, I fend a little pretty Box herewith, which I would
that Juddy fhould deliver to the woman that he weeteth of,
and pray her to take it to the man that fhe weeteth of ; that
is to fay, as much as ye know all well enough, but ye may
not make you wife in no wife. [You muft by no means feem to
know any thing of the bufine(s in hand.]

Item, I pray you fend me word as ye were wont to do
of her welfare; and whether I were out and other in or not;
and whether fhe fhall forfake Calais as foon as ye fent me
word of, or not.

By God I would be with you as fain as yourfelf, and fhall be
in hafte with God’s grace.

Item, as for my brother John, I hope within this month to
fee him in Calais; for by likelihood to-morrow, or elfe the

‘next day, he taketh fhip at Yarmouth, and goeth to Saint
* James ward ;"and he hath written to me that he will come

homeward by Calais.

Item, I fuppofe that James Songer fhall come with me to
Calais, the rather for your fake.

Item, Miftrefs Elizabeth fareth well, but as yet Songer
knoweth not fo perfe@ly all that ye would weet, that he will
not write to you of thefe two days, till he know more; but
if the had been bold, and durft have abiden ftill at her gate,
and fpoken with me, fo God help me, the had had this fame

G
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nowe wher ye woot off whyche ye fhall fee woryn heer afftr
itt is a praty ryban w* praty 3 Agletts and goodlye.

Make yow not wyfe to Juddy nowther not y* ye wolde weet
any thynge ffor I maye fey to yowe at hys comyng ovr he
browt goodly geer reafonablye. ,

Itm as ffor my 4 byll y* is gylt I wolde it weer taken head
too ther is on’ in the town y* can glafer weell i nowe as I
herde feye. Alfo ther is on comythe eu'y Markett daye ffro
Seynt Omerys to Caleys and he bryngethe Dagers and fletchyth
alfo he may have it w' hym and brynge it ageyn the next
markett daye ffor xij'. or xvj?. at y* moft and ellys late it be
weel oylyd and kepte tyll I come No mor’, wretyn at London
y® v daye of Jull. Ae, E. iiij* xiije,

12by 8 §.

. PaBer Mark,
- The Letter P, and a Quaterfoil,
Pl x1. N 13. -

3 Pendent omaments of metal, like Tags or Points, &c.

1LCW-
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(box) that I fend now, where ye wot of, which ye fhall fee
worn hereafter, it is a pretty ribbon with pretty * Aglets
and goodly. ’

Make you not wife to Juddy neither not that ye would weet
any thing, for I may fay to you, at his coming over he brought
goodly Geer reafonably.

Item, as for my 4 Bill that is gilt, I would it were taken
heed to ; there is one in the town, that can glaze [ polifh] well

‘enough, as 1 heard fay; alfo there is one cometh every market
day from St. Omer’s to Calais, and he bringeth Daggers and
fetcheth alfo, he may have it with him, and bring it again the
next market day for 12d. or 16d. at the moft; and [or] clfe let
it be well oiled and kept till I come.

No more. Written at London the sth day of July, in the
13th year of Edward IV.

JOHN PASTON, Knight.

. cth of Jul
onday, gth of Ju
1473, 1’3 l%. 1v. h

* A warlike Inftrument of Offence,

LET-
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LELTTER LUITI

- To my Right kertily beloved frends and felaws S'. Yobn of Mid-
' delton and §'. Fobn Paflon Knights, '

FTER herty Recomendacon, I thank you of the gode

‘A attendance that ye yeve unto the Kings counfail at
Calais and the gode and effetuelle devoires that ye putte you
into affifte my Depute S'. John Scot in alle fuche things as
mowe conc’ne the faufgarde of my charge there. Leting you
wite that if ther be any thing that I can and may do for you,
I fhal w* right gode wil performe it to my power.

And I preye you to Recomaunde me to my Lady * How-
ard, my Lady * Bourgchier, and all othr’ Ladies and Gentil-
women of the faide towne. And in likewife to the Mayr’
Lieuten’ and felathip of the ftaple, my felawes the fouldeos,
and all othr’ fuche as ye fhal feme gode. And oure lord fende
you yo'. defirs. Writen at Notyngham the xvj day of Sep-
tembr’.

S

This and the Letter N° V. Appendix, are perhaps the only Letters extant of this
Nobleman, who, though he difliked King Edward’s Queen, was a true and loyal Subject
to the King ; and continued faithful to his young Prince Edward V. for which he loft hig
Head in 1483. Pl.iv.N° 4,

If we may judge from his expreflions in thefe Letters, he was a polite Gentleman,
and a kind Mafter. .

[ His



E DWARD IvV. 153

LETTER LVIL

- .
To my right heartily beloved friends and fellows, Sir Yobn of
Middelton, and Sir obn Pafion, Knights.

FTER hearty Recommendation, I thank you of the

good attendance that ye gave unto the King’s Counfel
at Calais; and the good and effetual Devoirs, that ye put
you in to affift my Deputy Sir John Scot, in all fuch things
as might concern the fafeguard of my charge there. Letting
you weet, that if there be any thing that I can and may do for
you, I fhall with right good will perform it to (the utmoft of)
my power. And I pray you to recommend me to my Lady
* Howard, my Lady * Bourgchier, and all other Ladies and
Gentlewomen, of the faid town. And in like wife to the
Mayor, Lieutenant and Fellowfhip of the ftaple; my Fellows
the Soldiers, and all other fuch as (#) you fhall feem good.
And our Lord fend you your defires. Written at Nottingham,
the 16th day of September.

His remembering ¢ his Fellows, the Soldiers,” in an age when his noble rank placed
him fo high abgve the Plebeians, charaéterizes him as a Commander attentive to the con-
cerns of thofe under him,

! Margaret, wife of Sir John Howard, Lord Howard, and afterwards Duke of
Norfolk. She was Daughter of Sir John Chedworth, Knight, and died in 1490
. § H. VIIL '

*" Lady Bourchicr was probably the wife of aSon of Sir John Bourchier, Lord Berners.

Vor. IL. X Siv
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35, Joh Pafton I p’y you to yeve credens to fuche ying

as my Depute fhall thew you fro me and coforme you to y*
fame.

Y'. Felaw,

. Battpngs.
1 iby43. '

3 This laft paragraph is written by Lord Haftyngs himRlf, the former part te
¢ the xvj day of September,” by his Secretary.

LELLTER LIE

Mefireffe Margrett‘ Pafton &t Norwycke.

YGHT honorable and moft tendr good Moodr I re-

comand me to yowe befechyng yow tg have, as my tryft
is y* I have, yowr dayly bleflyng and thanke yow off yowr
good moderhood, kyndenefle, cheer, charge and coftes whyche
1 had and putte yow to, att my laft beyng w* yow, whyche
God gyffe me Grace her afftr to deferve.

Pleafe it yow to weet y* I thynge longe y*'I heer nott ffirom
yow or ffrom Pekok yowr Servaunt fior the knowlege howe
he hathe doon in y* fale off my fferme Barlye, ner whatt
is made theroff wherffor I befeche yowe if it be not anfweryd
by that tyme y* thys bylle comythe to yowe to haft hym and itt

hyddre
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s Sir John Pafton I pray you to give credence to fuch things
as my Deputy fhall thew you from me, and conform you to the -

fame.
Your Fellow,

N HASTYNGS.
ottingham,
th ?
;: E.Ofvs'epmber 1473

"N. B. Under the Dire@®ion of this Letter is written in a2 hand of that time,
© § Haftyngs, A° xiij,”” meaning, I prefume, 13 K. IV,

L ET T E R LIX.

Mrs. Margaret Pafion, at Norwich.
RIGHT honourable and moft tender good Mother, I re-

commend me to you, befeeching you to have, as my truft
is that I have, your daily Blefling ; and -thank you of your
. good Motherhood, kindnefs, c;heer, charge, and cofts, which I
had, and put you to, at my laft being with you, which God
give me Grace hereafter to deferve !

Pleafe it you to weet, that I think long that I hear not from
you, or from Peacock your Servant, for the knowledge how he
hath done in'the fale of my farm Barley, nor what is made
thereof ; wherefore I befeech you, if it be not anfwered by that

time that this bill cometh to you, to haft him and it hither-
' X 2 ward ;
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hyddre wards for iff y* had nott taryed me I deme I had been at
Caleys by thys daye, ffor it is foo as men feye yt y* Frenfe:
Kynge wt a gret hofte is at ! Amyas but iij** myle from Caleys-
and iff he or hys roode byffor Caleys and I nott theer I wolde
be forye.

I'm men feye y* the Erle of * Oxenfford hathe ben con-
- ftieynyd to fewe ffor hys pardon only off hys lyffe and hys
body goodes londes w' all y* remenaunt at y* Kynges wyll
and foo fholde in- all hafte nowe come in to y¢ Kyng and fom”
men feye y' he is goon owt off y* Mounte men wot not to
what plafe and yit lefte a greet Garuyfon theer weell ffornyfshyd
m vytayll and all other thynge.

~ I'm as ffor the havyng ageyn off Caftre I truft to have good
tydyngs theroff haftelye.

Im my Brother John ffarethe weell and hathe doon ryght
delygentlye in my cofyn Elizabz Berneys mater wheroff haftely
I truft he fhall fende hyr tydyngs y' fchall pleafe hyr and as
to morow he p'pofyth to take hys Jurneye to Walys warde to
y* Lorde 3 Ryverfe. No mor at thys tyme but Jefwe have
yow in hys kepyng.

Wretyn

* The Capital of Picardy, in France.

s John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, a ftaunch Friend to the Houfe of Lancafter, fled
and went abroad, after the total difcomfiture of that Party in 1471. Our Hiftorians fay
that he returned in the fame year, and took by furprife St. Michael’s Mount, in Cornwall,

where, in February 1471-3, he fusrendered himfelf to the King’s Forces -
“This
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ward ; for if that had not tarried me, I deem I had been at
Calais by this day ; for it is fo, as men fay, that the French
King with a great Hoft is at * Amiens, but threefcore miles
from Calais; and if he, or his, rode before Calais, and I not
there, I would be forry. | :

Item, men fay, that the Earl of * Oxford hath been conftrain-
ed to fue for his Pardon only of his Life ; and his Body, Goods,
Lands, with all the remanent; at the King’s Will, and fo
thould in all hafte now come in to the King ; and fome men
fay, that he is gone out of the Mount, men wot not to what
place, and yet left a great Garrifon there, well furnithed in
vitual, and all other thing.

Item, as for the having again of Caifter, I truft to have good
tidings thereof haftily.

Item, my brother John fareth well, and hath done right dili-
gently in my Coufin Elizabeth Berney’s matter, whereof haftily
I truft he fhall fend her tidings, that fhall pleafe her; and
as to-morrow he purpofeth to take his Journey to Wales ward
to the Lord 3 Rivers. .

'No more at this time, but Jefu have you in his keeping.

This and a previous Letter afcertain thefe Events to have happened in 1473, being the
13th of Edward IV.

After his furrender, his Eftates were confifcated, his Countefs left deftitute, and he
was conveyed to the Caftle of Hammes, near Calais, in Picardy, where he remained a
Prifoner many years, namely, till 1484, 2 R. IIL. when he efcaped, and joined the Earl

‘of Richmond,
3 Anthony Widevile, Earl Rivers.

Worritten.
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Wretyn at London the xx daye off Feu’er Ae. E. iiijt, xiije.
Yowr Sone, |
4 3, Pafion, &,

83by 7.
+ Autograph. PL 1v, N°® g.

LELLTER LF
To,bys Brodyr S-. Jobn Pafion be thys Letter delyw'ed.

IR I recomaunde me to yow letynge yow wete that,
(Here follows fome Account relative 1o a Grant from the
Crown, &.) :
As for my Lord * Treferer he was not wt the Kynge of all the
_ * Counfell tyme y* whyche was endyd on the iij* day of Marche.
And theder came my Lorde of ° Northethomyrland the fyrfte
day of Marche and dep’tyd the even afore y* makyng of thys
Lett’. And hath endentyd w‘ the Kynge for the kepynge

* We have in this Letter a pleafing account of the intended excurfion of the King into

divers Counties, in 1474; the motive of which moft probably was to raife, more eafily
by his prefence and cheerful addrefs, Benevolences upon his Subje&s towards the Ex-
pences of his war with France.

We are here informed likewife that the County of Norfolk had been highly fpoken of
to the King, not only for the Riches and Hofpitality of its Inhabitants, but for the
beauty and agreeable behaviour of its women; a reafon fufficient for fo long a flay
amongft them, as feemed intended to be made by an amorous and handfome Monarch.

2 : owt
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Written at London the zoth day of February, in the 13th
year of Edward IV.

Your Son,

+ J. PASTON, Knight.

Lendon,
Sunday, 2oth of February,
1473, 13 E. IV.

L ET TTZER LX.
To bis Brother Sir Yobn Pafton, Knight, be this Letter delivered.

IR, I recommend me unto you, letting you weet that,
(Here follows fome Acceunt relative to a Gramt from the
Crown, &c.)

" As for my Lord * Treafurer he was not with the King of all
the * council time, the which was ended on the 3d day of March,
And thither came my Lord of 3 Northumberland, the firft day
of MarcH, and départed the even afore the making of this Let-
ter ; and. hath endented. with the King for the keeping out of

»William Grey, Bithopof Ely.
* The fitting of Parliament.
3 Heory Percy, Earl of Northumberland ; this Contra was entered into by him
moft probably as Warden of the Marches ; a place of truft, honour, and profit. '
This Nobleman was. cruelly. murdered by a Mob, in Yorkfhire, when he was there -
levying a public Tax in 1489.
the
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owt of the Schottys and- Warrynge on them and fchall have
large money I can not telle y¢ fome for certeyn.

Alfo ther is an Rover takyn at Bryftowe on Cowper as I
wene and he is Iyke to be hanged and he confeflythe more |
of hys felawis. Alfo Edwarde Heeftowe of Dovere is apechyd
of trefon of.many ftraunge poynts, and hys accufer and he
were bothe afore the Kynge and then they were takyn apert
And he hynifelfe coffeflyd it that hys accufere accufyd hym
of and many other thyngs more than he was accufyd of And
he had many Lords and Gentylmen to aunfwere for hys trowthe
and his demenynge afore tyme for as I hard fey bothe the Kynge
in a maner nor non of the tother Lords nor Gentylmen belevyd
not hys accufer tyl y* he confeflyd it hym felfe and fo he is in
the Towre and 4 lyke to be dede,

As for the Kyng’s comynge into the contre. On Monday
come fortenyght he well lye at the Abbey of Strattefforde and
fo to Chelmnsford, yan to Syr Thomas Mongehombrey, yan
to Hevenyngh’m than to Colcheftyr yan to Ipfwyche yan to
Bery yan to Dame Anne Wyngfelds and foo to Norwych
and there woll he be on® Palme fohda}; euyn and fo tary there
all ¢ Efter and yan to” Walfyngh’m. Wherefore ye had nede
to warne Wyll’'m Gogyné and hys felaws to p’uey them of
wyne I now for ev’y man berythe me on hande that y* towne
{chalbe dronkyn drye as Yorke was when the Kynge was ther’.
Syr Mayft’ Sampfon recomaunde hym on to yow and he hathe

" 4 This expreflion feems to infinuate that he would be executed privately in the Tower.
5 3d of April, 1474.
' fende
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the Scots, and warring on them; and (be) fhall have large
money, I cannot tell the Sum for certain.

Alfo there is a Rover taken at Briftol, one Cowpcr, as I
ween [think], and he is like to be hanged, and he confefleth
more of his Fellows. Alfo Edward Heeftowe of Dover is
apeached [impeached] of Treafon of many ftrange points; and
his accufer and he were both afore the King, and then they
were taken apart; and he himfelf confefled it, that his accufer
accufed him of, and many other things more than he was
accufed of.

And he had many Lords and Gentlemen to anfwer for his
truth, and his demeaning afore time, for as I heard fay, both the
King in a manner, nor none of the other Lords, nor Gentlemen,
believed n® his accufer, till that he confefled it himfelf, and
{o he is in the Tower, and 4 like to be dead.

As for the King’s coming into the Country; on Monday
come fortnight he will lie at the Abbey of Stratford, and fo to
Chelmsford ; then to Sir Thomas Montgomery’s ; then to Heve-
ningham ; then to Colchefter ; then to Ipfwich ; then to Bury ;
then to Dame Anne Wingfield’s, and fo to Norwich ; and there
will he be on s Palm Sunday Even; and fo tarry there all
¢ Eafter, and then to ’ Walfingham ; wherefore ye had need to
warn William Gogney and his Fellows to purvey them of wine
enough, for every man beareth me in hand, that the Town
thall be drank dry as York was, when the King was there.

Sir,, Maﬂer~ Sampfon recommend him unto you, and he hath

¢ 1oth of April, 144
7 1 fuppofe, to pay his Devotions to the Image of our Lady there.

Vor. II. Y fent
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fende yow a rynge be Edmonde Dorman and befydys that he
requeryd me to wryte on to yow y' it were beft for yow to
p'vey yow of fome Gentyl meny thynges ageyns the Kyngs
comyng for {uere he well brynge yow Gefts I now and therfore
p'uey yow yraftyr. Alfo he fendythe yow worde that it is my
Lords mende y* 'my Sy{t’ w* all other godely folkys y abowt
fcholde acompeny w* Dame & Elfebethe Calthrop becaufe there
is noo grete Lady ther abowte ageyhs the Kyngs comynge
for my Lorde hathe made grete bofte of the fayre and goode
. Gentylwomen’ of y° cotre and fo the Kynge feyd he wolde
fee them fure. : '
Syr my Lorde hathe fente on to y* moft p’te of the Gentyl
men of Effex to wayte upon hym at Chelmnysford where as
he entendythe to mete w' the Kynge and y* tifey be well
apoyntyd y' y¢ Lankefchere men may fee y* ther be Gentyl-
men of as grete fobeftaunce y* y* be able to bye alle Lan-
kefcher’ men thynke that ye amonge yow wol doo y° fame.
Yor Contre is gretely boftyd of and alfo the Inabytors of the
fame. I befeche you to remembr my hors that ye p’mifyd me.
God kepe yow. Wretyn at Schene in hafte y* vij day of
Marche wt the hande of yo' brodyr.
s Wpllm Paton.

11 § by 8.

Paper Mark,
A Unicorn,
Pl. x1. N? 14.

* Widow of Sir John Calthorp, and Daughter of Roger Wentworth, Efquire..
LET-
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fent you a Ring by Edmond Dorman; and befides that, he

required me to write unto you, that it were beft for you to

purvey you of fome Gentlemeny [ Gentlemanlike] Things againft

the King's coming, for fure he will bring you Guefts enough,

and therefore purvey you thereafter. Alfo, he fendeth you word,

that it is my Lord’s mind, that my Sifter, with all other goodly

Folks there about, fhould accompany with Dame ° Elizabeth .
Calthrop, becaufe there is no great Lady there about, agaihﬁ
the King’s coming; for my Lord hath made great boaft of
the fair and good Gentlewomen of the Country; and fo the

King faid, he would fee them fure. '

Sir, my Lord hath fent unto the moft part of the Gentlemen
of Effex to wait upon him at Chelmsford, whereas he intendeth,
to meet with the King, and that they be well appointed, that
the Lancathire men may fee, that there be Gentlemen of fo
great fubftance that they be able to buy all Lancafhire. Men
think that ye among you will do the fame.

Your Country is greatly boafted of, alfo the Inhabitors of
the fame. I befeech you to remember my horfe that you
promifed me. God keep you.

Wiritten at Sheene in hafte, the 7th day of March, with the
hand of your Brother. _

: ? WILLIAM PASTON.

Sheen,
_ Monday, yth of March,
14733 14E. IV,

® Autograph. Pl v. N° 13. : ,
Y 2 | LET-
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LETTER LT

To Yobn Pafton Efquyer at Norwycke, or To Roofe dwellyng
affor Mefirefle Paftonys Gate in Norwych.

YGHT wyrfhypful and weell belovyd brother I re-
comaunde me to yow letyng yow weet yt I have comonyd
w' yowr fireende Dawnfon and have receyvyd yowr Rynge off
hym and he hathe by myn advyce {poken w* * hyr ij tymes he
tellythe me off hyr delyng and anfwers whyche iff they wer
acordyng to hys feyng a ffeynter Lover than ye wolde and weell
aghte to take therin greet comffort fo y* he myght haply flepe
y° werfe iij nyghtys afftr. And fuche delyng in parte as was
bytwyen my Lady W. and yowr fireende Danfon he wrote me
a bylle theroff whyche I fende yow herw* and that y* longyt he
to me to doo therin it fhall nott ffayle to leeve all other byfynefle
a parte. Neu’thelefle w'in iij dayes I hope fo to deele herin,
y' I fuppofe to fette yow in ferteynte hoghe y* ye fhall fynde
hyr for evyr her afftr.” It is fo 'as I undreftande y* ye be as
befy on yowr fyde flor yowr ffreende Dawnfon wheer as ye be
1 praye God fende yow bothe goode fpede in thees werkys
I have given the former part of this Letter as a fpecimen of the free and eafy epiftolary
ftyle of an age which we are too apt to confider as almoft entirely illiterate ; on a fimilar

. fubje&t a modern Gentleman could fcarcely have expreffed himfelf in eafier terms, or
with more propriety, though in one inftance perhaps with more politenefs,

whyche
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LETTER LXL

To Yobn Paflon, Efguire, at Norwich, or To Roofe, duwelling
afore Mrs. Paflon’s Gate, in Norwich.

IGHT worfhipful and well beloved Brother, I recommend
me to you, letting you weet, that I have communed
with your friend Dawnfon, and have received your Ring of him,
and he hath by mine advice fpoken with * her two times; he
telleth me of her dealing and anfwers, which if they were ac-
cording to his faying, a fainter Lover than ye would, and well
ought to, take therein great comfort, fo that [even though] he
might haply fleep the worfe three nights after. '

And fuch dealing in part as was between my Lady W.
and your friend Danfon he wrote me a bill thereof, which
I fend you herewith ; and that that longeth to me to do therein,
it fhall not fail to leave all other bufinefs apart ; neverthelefs
within three days, I hope fo to deal herein, that I fuppofe to
. fet you in certainty how that ye fhall find her for ever here-
after.

It is fo, as I underftand, that ye be as bufy on your fide
for your friend Dawnfon, whereas [if] ye be, I pray God fend
you both good fpeed in thefe works, which if they be brought

* 1 do not know to whom this refers; it relates to fome Lady to whom he then paid
his addreffes, (the Lady W. after mentioned I fuppofe) and who by the next Letter ap-

pears to be Lady Walgrave, widow of Sir Richard Walgrave, Knight, b
: about,
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whyche iff they be browte abowte iche off yowe is moche
beholden to other, yit were it pyte y* fuche crafty wowers as
ye be bothe fcholde fpeede weell, but iff ye love trewly. o

I'm as ffor Sto&ons Doghtr fhe fhall be weddyd in hafte
to Skeerne as fhe tolde hyrfelffe to my * Sylkemayde whyche
makyth perte off fuche as fhe fhall weer, to whom the brake
hyr harte and tolde hyr y* fhe fholde have hadde Maftr Pafton
and my Mayde wende it had been 1 y* the {peke off 4and w* moor
yt the fame Meft Pafton kome wher fhe was wt xx men and
wolde have ® taken hyr aweye. I tolde mf mayde y* fhe lyed
off me and y* I new’ fpake w* hyr in my lyff ner y* I wolde not
wedde hyr to have w* hyr iij™! marke.

It'm as for Ebortons dowghtr my brother Edmonde feythe y*
he herde neu’ moor fpeche yoff fyns yowr dep’tyng and ‘y* ye
wolde y* he fholde nott breke nor doo no thynge therin but iff
it come off theer begynnyng.

It'm I had anfwer firom my 4 Lorde y* he is my {peciall
goode Lorde and y* by wryghtyng-and as ffor Bernaye he fette
hym in hys owne wags ffor my fake and y* whan fo eu’ I come
to Caleys I fhall ffynde all thyng ther as woll have it and rather
bett’ than it was heretoffor.

It'm, y¢ Kyng come to yis towne on wedny{daye as ffor the

2 A perfon who made Gowns of Silk, &c. for both men and women, as appears from
the manner in which fhe is here mentioned.
3 This was a method fometimes. prafhfed, bemg confonant to the martial gallantry

of the times.
1 Frenfhe
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about, each of you is much beholden to other; yet were it
pity that fuch crafty Wooers, as ye be both; fhould fpeed well, .
but if [unlefs] ye love truly.

Item, as for Stofton’s Daughter, fhe fhall be wedded in hafte
to Skeerne, as the told herfelf to my * Silkmaid, which maketh
part of fuch as fhe fhall wear, to whom fhe broke [opened]
her heart, and told her, that the thould have had Mafter Pafton,
and my Maid wend [thought] it had been I that fhe fpoke of ;
and with more [moreover] that the fame Mafter Pafton come
where the was with 20 men, and would have 3 taken her away ;
I told my Maid that fhe lied of me, and that I never fpoke with
her in my life, nor that I would not wed her to have with her
3000 Marks (2000.)

Item, as for Eberton’s Daughter, my brother Edmond faith,
that he heard never more fpeech thereof fince your departing,
and that ye would that he fhould not break, nor do nothing
therein but if [un/efs] it came of their beginning.

Item, I had anfwer from my * Lord that he is my {pe-
cial good Lord, and that by writing; and as for Bernay he
fet him in his own Wages for. my fake, and that whenfo-
ever I come to Calais, I fhall find all thing there as I would
have it, and rather better than it was heretofore.

- Item, the King came to this Town on Wednefday; as

4 Tamnot certain whether the Duke of Norfolk is here meant, or Lord Haftyngs the
then Governor of Calais,

for
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Frenthe $ Embaffate yt is heer they come nott in y* Kynges
prefence by lykehod ffor men feye y* y* chyeff off them is
he y* poyfonyd bothe y* Duke off Berry and the Duke off
~ Calabr. . ’
" It'm ther was neu’ mor lyklyhed y* y* Kyng fhall goo ovyr
thys next yer than was nowe.

I praye yow remembre y* I maye have y* Pewter veflell heddr
by y° next karyer by the lattr ende off thys weke.

Im I praye yow remembr fo y* I may have the bokys by
the fame tyme whyche my Moodr feyde fhe wolde fende me
by the next carier.

Wretyn at London y* fondaye y° xx daye off Novembr
Ae, E. iiij". xiiije.

* Johu Patton, &,
11 § by8 3.

" 3 For the better underftanding of this curious Anecdote, which refles honour on King
Edward, both as a Sovereign Prince, and a man, it will be neceffary to inform the
Reader, thanin 1472, Lewis XI. King of France, finding himfelf drawn into a war with
the Duke of Burguady, in order to bring about a marriage between his brother Charles,
Duke of Berry and Guienne, and Mary, the Daughter and Heir of that Duke, em-
ployed proper Perfons to deftroy his Brother, and by that means to extricate him from
thefe troubles.

The death of the Duke of Berry was effected by a flow ponfon, of which he died in
May, 1472, aged about 26 years.

1¢T-
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for the French s Ambaflade [Embaffy] that is here, they come
not in the King’s Prefence, by likelihood, for men fay, that
the Chief of them is he that poifoned both the Duke of Berry
and the Duke of Calabria.

Item, there was never more likelihood that the King fhould
go over fea this next year than was now.

I pray you remember that I may have the Pewter veflel by
the next Carrier by the latter end of this week.

Item, I pray you remember fo that I may have the Books
by the fame time, which my Mother faid the would fend me by
the next Carrier.

Written at London, the Sunday the zoth of November, in
the 14th year of Edward IV.

¢ JOHN PASTON, Knight.
London,

Sunday, soth of November,
1474, 14 E. IV,

Mary, the richeft Heirefs of her time, was born in 1457, and by her father, the
Duke of Burgundy, was promifed in marriage to various Potentates, and amongit the reft
to Nicholas of Anjou, Duke of Calabria and Lorrain. This Prince died in Auguft,
1473, aged about 25, here faid by poifon, adminiftered by the fame hand that took off
the Duke of Berry. .

¢ Autograph. PL 1v. N°g. -

Vor. IL. Z LET"
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L e T ILER LIY
To Yobn Pafin Effer.

ROTHER I recomaunde me to yow letyng yow weete
» v I have lyke as I p’myfyd yowe I have doon my devoyr
to know my Lady Walg’ves ftomacke whyche as God helpe me
and to be pleyn to yowe I ﬁ’ynde in hyr no mat’ nor cawfe y'I
myght tak comfort off fche will in nowyfe receyve ner kepe
yowr rynge w* hyr and yit I tolde hyr y* fthe {fcholde not be any
‘thynge bownde therby but y* I knew by yowr herte off olde y*
I wyft weel ye wolde be glad to fforber the lefveft thynge y* ye
had in the worlde whyche myght be dayly in her prefence yr
tholde cawfe liyr onys on a daye" to remembr yow but itt wolde
not be. She wolde nott therby as fhe feyde putte yow ner kepe
yow in any comffort therby. And mor ovyr fhe preyed me yt
- I'tholde neu’ take labor moor heer in ffor fhe wolde holde hyr
to fuche anfwer as the hadd geven yow to ffoor, wherw* the
“thowght bothe ye.and I wolde have holde us contente had nott
been the words off hyr Suft Geneffyeff.
When I undreftood all thys and that ou’ nyght fhe bad hyr
y' weent bytwyen hyr and me byd me brynge w* me hyr
* Mufkeball whyche &c. than I aftr all thys amd iff the weer
dyfpleafyd w' me ffor it and the feyde naye.

We are in this Letter brought acquainted with the manners of the time, The Lady
fhews herfelf a woman of honour, and above giving hope when fhe meant not to encou~
rage the addreffes of J. Pafton. She was the widow of Sir Richard Walgrave, knight, a
Yorkift, who was with the Earl of Kent at the taking of the town of Conquet, and the
ificof Rhée; he died young, and was fucceeded by his brother Sir Thomas Walgrave.

Than
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LETTEHR LXIL
To Sobn Pz_t/lon, Efquire.

ROTHE R I recommend me to you, letting you weet,

that I have, like as I promifed you I have, done my en-
deavour to know my Lady Walgrave’s ftomach [refslution], which, '
as God help me, and.to be plain to you, I find in her no matter
nor caufe, that I might take comfort of.

She will in no wife receive, nor keep your Ring thh her,
and yet I told her that fhe thould not be any thing bound thereby;
but that I knew by your heart of old, that I wift well ye would
be glad to forbear the leveft [dearef] thing that ye had in the
world,  which might be daily in her prefence, that fhould caufe

"her once on a day to remember you; but it would not be, fhe
would not thereby, as the faid, put you, fior keep you in any
comfort thereby. |

- And moreover the prayed me, that I fhould never take labour
more herein, for the would hold her to fuch anfwer as the had
given you tofore ; wherewith fhe thought both ye and I woul
have held us content, had (7t) not been (for) the words of her
Sifter Genevieve.

When I underftood all this, and that over night fhe bad her
that went between her and me, bid me bring with me her
r Mufkball which, &c. then I after all this afked if fhe were
difpleafed with me for it, and fhe faid, nay.

* This Mufkball, or ball of perfume, feems to have been taken from Lady Walgrave
by Sir John Pafton (PL 1v. N° 10.) in a jefting manner, to fend to his brother, as a pre-

{ent from her,
Z 2 Then
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Than I tolde hyr that I-had nott fent it yowe ffor {ynne off
my fowle and fo I tolde hyr all how I had wretyn to yow why
that I wold nott fende it yow by cawfe I wyft weell ye fholde
have flepyd the werfe, but nowe I tolde hyr as God helpe me
¥ I wolde fende it yow and gyffe yow myn 5Hvyfe nott to hope
ovyr moche on hyr whyche is ovyr harde an hertyd Lady ffor a
yonge man to tryft on to whyche I thowght y* ffor all my words
ye cowde nott ner wolde nott do ffor all myn advyce.

Yitt ageynwards fhe is nott dyfpleafyd nor fforbad me nott

but that ye tholde have the kepyng off hyr Mufkball wherffor
de ye w* itt as ye lyke I wolde it hadd doon weel by Good I
fpake flor yow foo that in fleythe I trowe I kowde nott feye fo
weel ageyn.
- Wherffor T fende yow herw* yowr Rynge and the onhappy
Mufkeball. Alfo make ye mat’ off it heraffir as ye kan, I am
nott happy to wow nowther flor my felff ner noon ather I tolde
hyr all y° p’ceffe off the Lorde * Howarde and off yowr grewnds
as I kowde all helpys nott.

(Here follows fome difpleafure at bis Uncle William’s proceedings
in matiers between them, Sc. of no confequence. )

I her no worde off my veflell ner off my Boks I mervayll.

No mor. Wretyn at London the xj daye of Décembr A°
E. mj¥. xiiij°..

&
9-by 6. 19 B
Part of the Paper Mark,
Wheels, &c
PL.x.N°g
2 He was afterwards Duke of Norfolk..
= 1e¢CE-
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Then I told her, that I had not fent it you, for fin of my
foul ; and fo I told her all, how I had written to you, why that
I would not fend it you, becaufe I wift well );e fthould have
fleeped the worfe ; but now, I told her, as God help me, that
I would fend it you, and give you mine advice not to hope
over much on her, which is over hard an hearted Lady fora
young man to truft unto; which I thought that for all my
words, ye could not nor would not do for all mine advice.

Yet againwards fhe is not difpleafed, nor forbid me not but
that ye fhould have the keeping of her Mufkball; wherefore do
ye with it as ye like; I would it had done well by Good, I {pake
for you fo,  that in faith- I trow I could not fay fo well again ;
wherefore I fend you herewith your Ring, and the unhappy
Mutkball ; alfo make ye matter of it hereafter as ye can, I am
not happy to wao neither for myfelf nor none other.

I told her all the procefs of the Lord * Howard and of your
grounds as I could, all helps not.

(Here follows fome difpleafure at his Uncle William's proceedings -
#n matters between them, &c. of no confequence.) '

I hear no word of my veflel, nor of my Books ; I marvel,
No more. Wrritten at London the 11th day of December, in
the 14th year of Edward IV. '

JOHN PASTON, Knight.

London,
Sunday, 11thof Dec.

1474y 14 E.1V..

'LET-
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L ET T E R LIII

Tb y¢ Ryght worfbypfull Yobn Paflon Efg'er at Norwych, o T°
hys modr Margreet Pafion in bys abfence in bafte.

Recomande me to yow praying yow hertely y* I maye have
& weetyng when y* my Lorde and Lady of Norff fhalle be at

London and howgh longe they fhall tery theer and in efpeciall
my Lorde of Norff ffor uppon ther comyng to London wer it
ffor me to be guydyd Neu’thelefle I wolde be foory to come theer
but iff I neds moft I thynke it wolde be to yow ouyr erkfom a
labor to folycyte the maters atwyen them and me but iff I weer
theer myfelffe wherffor iff ye thynke it be convenyent that I
com thyddr I praye yow fende me worde as haftely as ye maye
and by what tyme ye thynke moft convenyent y* I fholde be
theer and off all fuche cotfforte as ye ffynde or heer off the
towardnefle theroff. and when alfo y* ye fhall be theer yowr felffe.
For it is fo y* as to morow I p’pofe to ryde in to Flaundrys to
p'veye me off horfe and herneys. and p' cafe I fhall fee the
- affege at * Nwfe er I come ageyn iff 1 have tyme, wherffor iff I

fo doo by lyklyhod it woll be a xiiij dayes er I be heer ageyn
and

Though this Letter has no fignature, yet it is written by Sir John Pafton, Knight.
Pl.1v. N°g.
The bufinefs: mentioned in the firft part of this Letter, on which Sir Johan was fo

anxious to attend the Duke and Duchefs of Norfolk, was relative to Caifter, &c.
And
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L'ETTZER LXIII.
o
To the right worfbipful Fobn Pafton, Efguire, at Norwich, or
7o bis Mother Margaret Pafton, in bis abfence, in hafte.

Recommend me to you, praying you heartily, that I gnay

have weeting [knowledge] when that my Lord and Lady of
Norfolk fhall be at London, and how long they fhall tarry there,
and in efpecial my Lord of Norfolk ; for upon their coming to
London were it for me to be guided ; neverthelefs I would be
forry to come there but if [umlefi] I needs muft. I think it
would be to you over irkfome a labour to folicit the matters
atween them and me, but if [unlgs] 1 were there myfelf;
wherefore, if ye think it be convenient that I come thither, I
pray you fend me word as haftily as ye may, and by what time
ye think moft convenient, that I fhould be there; and of all
fuch comfort as ye find or hear of the towardnefs thereof, and
when alfo that ye fhall be there yourfelf ; for it is {o that as tos
morrow I purpofe to ride into Flanders to purvey me of Horfe
and Harnefs, and percafe [perchance] 1 fhall fee the Siege of
* Nuys ere I come again, if I have time; wherefore, if 1
fo do, by likelihood it will be a 14 days ere I be here again ;
'Andhisjourney into Flanders to purchafe horfe and harnefs, was in confequence of
the Treaty entered into between Edward and the Duke of Burgundy, which would be
produétive of a war with France.

* Nuys, is a Town in Germany, in the circle of the Lower Rhine, and. Ele&orate of
Cologn, on the Weft fide of the Rhine.

4 and

- ¥
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and afftr as I heer fifrom yowe and other ther uppon that at the
next paflage and God woll I p’pofe to come to. London warde
God fende me goode {pede, in cheff flor ¥* mat’ above wretyn
and fecondly ffor to appoynt wr the Kyng and my Lorde ffor
fuche retynwe as I fholde have now in thees werrys in to
Frawnce wherffor I praye yow in Norff and other places comon
w' fuche as ye thynke lykly ffor yow and me y* ar dyfpofyd to
take wags in Gentylmenns how{ys and ellys wher fo y: we maye
be the moor redy when y° nede is 'nep’theleﬁ'e at thys owr I
wolde be gladde to have w" me deyly iij or iiij mor than I have
fuche as weer lykly ffor I lakke off my retynwe y* I have neer
fo many. I praye yow fende me fom tydyngs fuche as ye heer
and howghe y* my brother Edmonde dothe.

For as ffor tydyngs heer ther be but flewe faffe y* the affege
laftyth ftylle by the Duke off Burgoyn affoor Nufe and the
* Emp’or hathe befegyd alfo not flerr from thefe a Caftell and an
other town in lyke wyfe wher in y* Dukys men ben. And alfo
y® Frenthe Kynge men feye is comyn ryght to the wat’ off
3 Somme w* iiij™! 4 fpers and fom men trowe y* he woll at y*
daye off brekyng off 5 trewfe or ellys byffoor fette uppon the
Duks Contreys heer.  When I heer moor I fhall fende yowe
moor tydyngs. '

The Kyngs Inbaffators S Thomas Mongom’e and y* ¢ Maft*

* Frederick ITI. of Auftria, Emperor of Germany.
3 A River running through Picardy, in France.
4 Soldiers with armed Spears, &c. F



EDWARD 1IV. 177

and after, as I hear from you and others thereupon, that at the
next paffage, and God will, I purpofe to come to London ward :
God fend me good fpeed ; in chief for the matter above written;
and fecondly, for to appoint with the King and my Lord, for
fuch Retinue as I thould have now in thefe wars into France;
wherefore I pray you in Norfolk, and other places, commune
with fuch as ye think likely for you and me, that are difpofed to
take wages in Gentlemen’s Houfes and elfewhere, fo that we
may be the more ready, when ghat need is ; neverthelefs at this
hour, I would be glad to have with me daily three ot four more
than I have, fuch as were likely ; for I lack of my Retinue,
that I have near fo many.

I pray you fend me fome tidings, fuch as ye hear, and how
that my brother Edmund doth ; for as for tidings here, there be
but few, fave that the Siege lafteth ftill by the Duke of Bur-
gundy afore Nuys, and the * Emperor hath befieged alfo, not -
far from thence, a Caftle, and another Town .in like wife,
wherein the Duke’s men be.

And alfo, the French King, men fay, is coming nigh to thc
water of * Somme with 4ooo % Spears, and fome men trow
[#hink] that he will, atthe day of breaking of s Trucc, or elfe
before, fet upon the Duke’s Countries here.

“When I hear more, I fhall fend you more tidings.
~ TheKing’s Ambaffador SirThomas Montgomery and the ¢ Maf-

s This Truce between Louis XI. King of France, and the Duke of Burgundy, was
to be at an end in the beginning of the fummer in 1475.
. © Dr. John Morton, afterwards Bifhop of Ely, Lord Chancellor, Archhjthop of Can-
terbury, and Cardinal,

- Vor. II. Aa ter
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_off the Rolls be comyng homwards ffrom 7 Nufe and as ffor me
1 thynke y* I fholde be fek but iff I fee it. :

Syr John off Parre and Willm Berkeley com thys weye to-
Flaundrs ward to by them horfe and ® herneys and made S. J-
. Parr goode cheer as I cowde ffor yowr fake and he tolde me:
y' ye made hym haulte cheer &c. at Norwyche. No moor.

e

Wretyn at Caleys the xvij daye off Janeu’ Ae Edwardi iiij. xiiij*

11 §by8 §.

-7 The Duke perfifted in-this Sicge, though the Emperor; with a Iarge foree, wasin the
neighbourhood, much to his own difadvantage, as it prevented his mecting the King of
England ; and at laft the Sicge was raifed on certain conditions,

LELTER LIIU

On the back of the foregoing Leiter is wristen by Mrs. Margaret
Pafion (PL 11. N° zo) to ber. Son, Fobn Pafion, the fol-
lmmg

OHN PASTON I fend yow Godds blyflyng and myn letyng
yow wete y* I hadd non er thys lettyr than on Sent Matheus
evyn yf I myth a had an maflenger or thys tym I had fent yt
yow-I con yow thank for y* lettyr y* ye fent to my Cofyn Cal-
thorpp and me of the tydyngs I wold ye fhuld do foo mor as
ye may remébyr y* I fpak to yow for y* xx% li for ‘my Cofyn
Clere fpek to -yowr hunkyll therof and ﬁ:nd me an -anfwer .
therof
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ter of the Rolls be coming homeward from ? Nuys, and as
for me, I think that I thould be fick but if [unk/s] I fee it.

Sir John of Parre and Wilkiam Berkeley come this way to
Flanders ward to buy them Horfe and * Harnefs, and (Z) made
Sir J. Parr (as) good cheer as I could for your fake ; and he told
me, that ye made him haulte [Aigh] cheer, &c. at Norwich,
No more. Written at Calais, the 17th day of January, in the
14th year of Edward IV,

Calais,
Tucfday, 17th of January,
1474, 14 E. IV,

% This term implies armour.

LETTER LXIV.

On the back of the foregoing Letter, is written by M. Margaret
Pafion, to ber Son Fobn Pafion, the jbllawmg

OHN PASTON, I fend you God’s blefling and mine, letting
you weet, that I had none ere this Letter than on Saint
Matthew’s even ; if I might have had a Meflenger ere this time
I had fent it you; I con you thank for the Letter that ye fent
to my Coufin Calthorp and me of the tidings; I would ye
thould do fo more. "As ye may remember that I fpake to you
for the 20l. for my Coufin Clere, fpeak to your Uncle thereof,
and fend me an anfwer thereof in hafte, ' :
Aaz2 And
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therof in haft and for y* * lycens y* I fpak to yow for to have
y® Sacrement in my Chapell yf ye cannot getyt of y¢ Bufshop of
Norwych getyt of y* Bufshop of Caunterbery for y* ys moft fivyr
for all plafe God kepe yow. Wretyn on Mydlent Sunday.

T We are here informed that the Archbithop” Licence was preferable to that of the-
Diocefan, and feemed to have greater. Privileges annexed to it,

L ECLTLTCR L.
To the right wor/bipffull ST. Fobn Paflon knyght in hafe..

IGHT welbeloved Sone &c. (The chief part: of this

Letter relates 1o Sir Jobn Paflon's prwate affairs, his

rents and lands, and informs Bim that William Fenney bad entered

into Holme-balle in Filby in the ryght and titell of bis Douterlawe
weche was Boys Dougbhter, &c.) A

As for tidyngs here in this Contre we have non but that the

" Contry is bareyn of money and y' my Lady of * Yorke and all

her howfold is here at Sent * Benetts and p’pofed to abide there
| ftille

* Cecily, Duchefs of York, Daughter of Ralph Neville, Earl of Weftmoreland, was
the Widow of Richard Plantagenet, Dukeof York, and Mother of King Edward 1V, &c.

She died in 1495, and was buried near her hufband in the college of Fotheringay.

2 The Abbey of St. Bennet at Holm was fituated in the parith of Harning in Norfolk,
in the midft of anow dreary and folitary marfh, not kkely to be chofen for the whole-
fomenefs of the air.

The
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And for the ! Licence that I fpake to you, for to have the
Sacrament in my Chapel, if ye cannot get it of the Bifhop
of Norwich, get it of the Bifhop of Canterbury, for that is
moft fure for all places. /

God keep you. Written on Midlent Sunday.

Midlent Sunday,
sth of MarcK, 1474y

15 E. Iv-

LETTEDR LXV.

To the right worbipful Sir Fobn Pafion, Knight, in hafle.

IGHT well beloved Son, &c. (The chief part of this Letter

relates 1o Sir Yobm Paflon's private affairs, bis rents and

lands, and i1 informs him that William Sfenney had entered into

Holm Hall, in Filby, in the right and title of bzs Daugbter n
law, which was Boys’s Daughter, &c.) .

As for tidings here in this Country, we have none, but that
the Country is barren of money ; and that my Lady of * York
and all her Houfehold. is here at Saint * Bennet’s, and purpofed

The remains of this once fgrand’ and mitred Abbey, are now very fmall, ftanding in
the midt of a level marfh, interfected by a great number of almoft ftagnant ditches. .

I am however informed by a moft refpeGtable Gentleman, whofe Seat is in the neigh-

bourhood, that many of the Towns furrounding this fpot are remarkable for. the longevity
of their Inhabitants.

If fuch is the effett of this air now, perhaps in the flourifhing ftate of the Abbey, it
wight be ftill more falubrious.

to
»
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ftille til the Kynge come from be yonde the i fee and lenger
if fhe like the eyre ther as it is feide.

- I thynke ryght longe tille I here fom® tidyngs # for you and
from yor brethern I prey God fende you and al yor Company
goode fpede in yor Jorneys to his plefure and to yor worfhippes
and p’fights. Wreten at Mauteby on Sen Lawrens even the
xv yere of the regne of Kyng E. the iiijth.

Be pov 5 Poder.

12 byg .

3 He was at this time in France,
4 Quezre, from ?

L €L LT CR LXUF.

To §. 3‘o/m Pq/lon kmyght lodgyd at the George by Powlys
wherff in London.

FTYR all dwtes of recomendacyon pleafe it yow to
undyrftand that I have {poken w* my Lady f{ythe I
wrot to yow laft, and fhe told me that the Kyng had no fyche
woordys to my Lord for Caft’ as ye told me but fhe feyth
that the Kyng axid my Lord at hys dep’tyg fro Caleys how

he wold deele wt Caft’ and my Lord anfwerd nevyr a woord,
Sl
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to abide there flill, till the King come from beyond the 3 Sea,
and longer if fhe like the air there, as it is faid.

I think right long till 1 hear fome tidings 4 for you and
from your brethren. - I pray God fend you, and all your Com-
pany good fpeed in your Journies, to his pleafure, and to your
worfhips and profits.

Written at Maultby, on Saint Laurence’s even, the 15th year
of the reign of King Edward the IV.

By Your 5 MoTHER.

Mawtby,
Thur{day, 1oth of Auguft,
1478, 15 E. IV,

$ Margaret Pafton, Daughter and Heir of John Mawtby, Efquire, and widow of
John Pafton, Efquire. Pl 11.N° 20,

L ETTE R LXVL

To Sir fobn Paflon, Knight, lodged at the George, by Paul's
Wharff, in London.

. FTER all duties of recommendation, pleafe it you to
A underftand, that I have fpoken with my Lady fince I
wrote to you laft; and fhe told me that the King had no fuch
words to my Lord for Caifter, as ye told me ; but fhe faith, that
the King afked my Lord at his departing from Calais, how he
would deal with Caifter, and my Lord anfwered never a word.

3 ' ' Sir.



184 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

St. W. 1 Brandon ftood by and the Kyng axid hym what my
Lord wold do in that mater feyig that he had comandyd hym
befor tyme to meve my Lord w' that mater and S*. W. Brandon
gave the Kyng to anfwer that he had doone fb then the Kyng
axid §r. W, B. what my Lordys anfwer was to hym and §*. W.
B. told the Kyng that my Lords an{wer was that the Kyng fhold
as foone have hys Iyff as that place and then the Kyng axid
my Lord whedyr he feyd fo or nought and my Lord feyd yee
and the Kyng feyd not o woord ayen but tornyd hys bak
and went hys wey, but my Lady told me and the Kyng had
- fpokyn any woord in the world aftyr that to my Lord, my
Lord wold not have feyd hym nay And I have gevyn my
Lady warnyg that I wyll do my Lord no more ferveys, but
er we p'tyd the mad me to make hyr promefs that I fhold
let hyr have knowlege er I faftonyd myfelff in eny other fer-
vyfle and fo I dep’tyd and fye hyr not {ynefs, nor nought p pofe
to doo tyll I fpek w* yow.

I prey yow bryng home fome hattys w* yow or and ye come
not haftyly fend me on, &c. and I fhall pay yow for it a Comb
* Otys when ye come home.

My Modyr wold fayn have yow at Mawtby fhe rode thydyr
ought of Norwyche on fat’day laft paft to p'vey yo' lodgyg redy
ayenft yo* comyg. ‘

- This Letter records a moft curious converfation between the King, the Duke of
Norfolk, and Sir William Brandon, relative to Caifter.

1 Sir William Braodon was father of Charles Brandon, afterwards created Duke of .
Suffolk.
1 have



E.DW ARD 1V. 185

Sir W. * Brandon- ftood by, and the King afked him, what
my Lord would do in that matter ; faying, that he had com-
manded him before time to move my Lord with that matter, and
Sir W. Brandon gave the King to anfwer, that he had done fo;
then the King afked Sir W. B. what my Lord’s anfwer was
to him, and Sir W. B. told the King, that my Lord’s anfwer
was, that the King fhould as foon have his life as that place;
and then the King afked my Lord, whether he faid fo or not,
and ‘my Lord faid, yea. And the King faid not one word
again, but turned his back, and went his way; but my Lady
told me; and [if] the King had fpoken any word in the
world after that to my Lord, my Lord would not have faid.
him, nay. : '

And I have given my Lady warning that I will do my Lord
no more fervice; but ere we parted, the made me to make
her (4) promife, that I fhould let her have knowledge ere I
faftened myfelf in any other fervice; and fo I departed, and
fee her not fince, nor nought purpofe to do, till I fpeak
with you. |

I pray you bring home fome Hats with you, or and [if]
ye come not hattily, fend me one, &c. and I fhall pay you for it
a Comb (¢f ) * Oats, when ye come home.

My Mother would fain have you at Mawtby ; the rode thither,
out of Norwich on Saturday laft paft, to purvey your lodging
ready againft your coming,.

* In 1475, a Comb of Oats fold for 11d. we have therefore the value of a Hat in
this reign.

Vor. II. Bb I have
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I have been ryght s feek ayen {ythe T wroote to yow laft add
thys fame day have I ben peflyg feek it ‘wyll not ought of
my ftomak by ne mean I am undon I may not ete halff I nough
when I have moft hungyr I am fo well dyettyd and yet it wyll
not be God fend yow heele for have non iij dayes to gedyr do
the beft I can.

Wretyn at Norwyche the monday next b¢. for Seynt 4+ Stmone
and Jude A°. E. iiij xve,

11 by

3 T have put in this account of his ficknefs, to fhow the fenﬁble method prefcribed
for his recovery, by dieting hinsy and de‘bamng him ﬁ'om much vituals,

3. P

N _ . . = L . P L. e

LEXLT XL CR LXUIF

Tb;: Letter has no Direftion, but it is written either 7o _"fob'n.
Pafion Efquier or Margaret Pafion.

YKE it yow to weete y* not in y° moeft haiapy fedfon
flfor me it is fo flortunyd y* wher as my Lorde off
* Norflolke yift'daye beying in goode heele thys nyght dyed

This Letter fhiews ‘s, how anious our Anceftors weré, that every due mark of
Diftintion, according to his rank, fhould be paid to the Corpfe of 2 Noblemnn. They
feemed moreover to thick every attention of that fort not only for the honour of the de-
ceafed, but likewife conducive to the future happinefs of his Souf.

In thie enlightened age we fmile at the fuperftitious part of this eager concern for
external parade; but I own, I think that all Perfons of Rank and Fortune fhould be
borne to the Grave with thofe Marks of Honour and Diftim@ion, whicly were dute to their
Rank in the Community, in which they lived; and not fent to the family Vault
(according-to the prcfent fafhion of the tlmes) unmourned and unatteaded.

Subordination, in every Government, is neceflary for the well bemg of the whole s and
that this fhould be effeCtually preferved, thofe dignified Diftin&ions, whach modemn
manners feem too much to negle&, are abfolutely neceflary.

abowte
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. ‘T have been right 8 fick again fince I wrote to you laft, and
this fame day have I been paffing fick ; it will not out of my
ftomach by no mean, I am undone I may not eat half enough,
when I have moft hunger, I am fo well dieted, and yet it will
not be. God fend you heele [Aealth], for (1) have none three days
together, do the beft I can. '
Written at Norwich, the Monday next before Saint 4 Simon
and Jude, in the 15th year of Edward IV.
| | s JOHN PASTON.
Norwich :

Mond;y, 23d of O&ober,
1478, 1§ E. IV,

4 28th of Oé&ober,
$ Autograph. PL 1v. N° 12,

oy gy

L ET T E R LXVIL

This Letter has no Direstion, but it is written either To obn
Pafton, Efquirey, or Margaret Pafion.

I IKE it you to weet, that not in the moft happy feafon
for me, it is fo fortuned, that ‘whereas my Lord of
' Norfolk, yefterday being in good health, this night died about

¥ John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, ‘&c. was retained by Edward IV. to ferve him
in his. wars in France, in 1473 ; he married Elizabeth, Daughter of John Talbot, firt
Earl of Shrewfbury, and died fuddenly at his Cafle of Framlingham, on the 15th of
January, 1475, 15 E. IV. and was buried in the Abbey Church of Thetford, in Norfolk,

He left an only Daughter and Heir, Anne, married in her early age to Richard Plan-
tagenet, Duke of York, who dying without iffue, the great Pofleflions and Honours of
this noble Family came to Sir John Howard, Knight, Lord Howard, whofe Mother
was a Sifter and Coheir of Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk.

‘ Bba2 midnight,
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abowte mydnyght wherffor it is ffor:allé y* lovyd: hym to doo
and helpe nowe that that maye be to hys honoure and weell
to hys Sowele. And it is foo y* thys contre ' is nott weell
p'veyd off Clothe off Golde ffor the Coveryng ffor hys bodye
and herfe wherffor eu’y man helpyng to hys power I putte the
* Cowncell off my Lorde in cowmffort y* I hoped to gete one
ffor that ‘daye if it weer fo y* it be nott broken or putt to
other ufe.

Wherffor pleafe it yow to fende me worde iff it be fo y* ye
have or kan kom by the Clothe off Tyflywe y* I bowte ffor
our fladers tombe and I undretake it fhall be faffyd ageyn
ffor yowe on hurt at my perell I deeme herby to gete greet
thanke and greet affyftence in tyme to come and that owther
Syme or Mother Brown maye deliv’ it me to morow by vij off
y* clokke.

It'm as ffor other means I have fente my fervaunt Richard
Toring to London whyche I hope fhall brynge me goode
tydyngs ageyn and wt in iiij dayes I hope to fee yowe.

Woretyn on wednyfdaye xvij daye off Janyver A°. E. iiijt xv°.
3 .

8 3bys k. Jobn Paffon, R

2 Thofe Officers of the Duke’s Houfehold, who compofed his Council, were in attend-

ance at Framlingham, or they could not fo immediately have been called together, as his
death was fo very fudden.

Such was the magnificence of our ancient Nobility, that "their Hopfeholds were efta-
blifhed on the plan of a Court. Like fuch royal Eftablifhments, they had their Council,
Comptroller, Chamberlain, Treafurer, &c. &c. The Council of the Duke of Norfolk
mutt therefore havc been attending in the houfe where he refided.

See the Earlof Nortbumberland's Hoq/}bold Book, i8¢,

1 ¢ -



EDWARD 1V, 189

midnight, wherefore it is for all that loved him to do and
help now that, that may be to his honour, and weal to his
Soul; and it is fo, that this Country is not well purveyed
of Cloth of Gold for the covering for his Body and Herfe;
wherefore every man helping to his power, I put the * Council
of my Lord in comfort, that I hoped to get one for that day,
if it were fo that it be not broken, or put to other ufe;
wherefore pleafe it you to fend' me word if it be fo, that ye
have, or can come by the Cloth of Tiflue, that I bought for
our Father’s Tomb, and I undertake it fhall be faved again
for you unhurt at my peril; I deem hereby to get great thanks,
and great affiftance in time to come; and that either Sym or
Mother Brown may deliver it me to-morrow by feven of the
clock. ,

Item, as for other means, I have fent my fervant Richard
Toring to London, which I hope fhall bring me good tidings
again, and within four days I hope to fee you.

Written on Wednefday the 17th day of January, in the 15th
year of Edward IV,

3 JOHN PASTON, Knight.
1476 15’1;‘., I(ft of Jenuary,

¢ Autograph. Pl, 1v, N° g,

LET.
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LE€LLTER ZUITI
To Fobn Pafton Efg'er at Nofwycbe be thys de;l}lu’)ld.,

Recomaunde me to yow letyng yow weete y* I was infformyd
by Ric Radle y* on Scarlett y* was Undrefcheryff to * Haft-
yngs wolde fywe to me on yowr behalff ffor that ye weer
dyfpleafyd w* a ret'ne off * Nichill uppon yow in y° feyde
Haftyngs tyme wherffor Ric Radle thoghte y* the feyde Scarlett
wolde be gladde to gyff yow a Noble or a Riall ffor a Sadell to
-amends fo y* ye wolde feafe and ftoppe the bylle whyche ye
entende to putt into y° corte ageyn hys Maft’ Haftyngs.
Wherffor the feyde Scarlett com to me and prayed me to helpe
in the fame and fo I have don my devoir to ffecle off hym the
moft y* he can ffynde in hys ftomake to dep’t w' to pleafe
yow and in conclufyon I trowe he fhall gyff yow' a doblett
clothe off Sylke p’ce xx* or y'about whyche uppon fuche
anfweer as I heer ffrom yowe I'deme y* Byfshop the Ator-
nye fhall iff I conclude w* hym on yowr behalve paye in mony
or otherwyfe to whom y* ye woll aflynge heer.

I have given the whole of this Letter as conveying to us fome information relative
to the ordinary tranfaitions of the times.

The Angcdote of the Duke of York’s marrying Anne, the Daughter of the deceafed
Duke of Norfolk, depending on the Duchefs (who appears to have- been left with chilg
at the Duke’s deceafe}-not having a Son, is I believe both ‘new and curious, and flrows
us that Alliances as well in thofe days as at prefent, were eftimated according to the
pofleflions and pecuniary advantages they brought with them. '

1 I ﬂ';all .



"EDWARD IV. 191

LETTER LXVIL
" o Yobn Pafton, Efguire, at Norwich, be this delivered.

Recommend me to you, letting yow weet, that I was in-

formed by Richard Radle, that one Scarlett, that was Under-
fheriff to * Haftyngs, would fue to me on your behalf, for that
ye wete difpleafed with a Return of * Nichil upon you in the
faid Haftyngs’ time; wherefore Richard Radle thought that
the faid Scarlett would be glad to give a Noble (6s. 84.) ora
Rial (105 0od.) for a Saddle to amends, fo that ye would ceafe
and ftop the bill, which ye intend to put into the Court
againft his Mafter Haftyngs.
- Wherefore the fatd Scarlett came to me, and prayed me to
lelp in the fame, atid fo T have done my devoir [endeavour]
to. feel of him the moft he can find in his ftomach to depart
with to pleafe you ; and in conclufion I trow, he fhall give you
@ Doublet Cloth of filk, price 20s. or thereabout ; which upon
fuch' anfwet as I hear from you, I déem thdit Bifhop the
Attorney fhall, if I conclude with him on your behalf, pay
in money or otherwife, to whom that ye will affign here. -

* John Haityngs was Sheriff of Norfolk the preceding year.

2 Nihils or Nichil¢, are iffues which the Sheriff that is appofed in the Exchequer fays,
are mothing avorth and illeviable, through the infufficiency of the Parties from whom .
due.

I fhall
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1 fhall by the means of Raddele weet at whoys fywte it
was takyn owte. I deme it fom thynge doon by craffte by
the means off them that have entrefle in your lond to yentent
to noyfe itt therys or to make yow paft fhame off the fel-
lyng theroff. It’m I have receyvyd a lett’ ffrom yowe wretyn
on tywefdaye laft.

I'm wher y* fom towards my Lady off Norff’ noyfe y* I dyd
onkyndely to fende fo haftely to Caft’ as I dyd, y* is no dyfcrete
pfon y* fo thynkyth, ffor if my Lorde hade ben as kynde to me
as he myght have ben and acordyng to fuche hert and fervyce as
my Grauntffadr my ffadr yowr felff and I have owght and doon
to my Lords off Norff” y* ded ben, and yitt iff I hadde weddyd
hys Dowghtr, yitt moft I have doon as I dydde.

And moor ovyr iff I had hadde any demyng off my Lordys
Dethe iiij howrs or he dyed 1 moft neds but iff I wolde be
knowyn a ffeole have entryd it the howr byffor hys dycefle,
but in effeCte theygh that in y' mater have alweys ment on-
kyndely to me they ffeyne y* Rumor ageyn me, but ther is
noon that ment truly to hym y* dede is y* wolde be fory y*
I hadde itt and in efpeciall fuche as love hys fowle.

Im wher it is demyd y* my Lady wolde herafftr be the
rather myn *hevy Lady ffor y* delyng I thynke y* fhe is to
refonable fo to be, ffor I did it nott onwyft to hyr Cowncell,
y* was no man thoght y* I fholde doo otherwyfle an as to feye -
y* I myght have hadde my Ladyes advyce or lyve, I myght have
teryed yitt or I cowde have fpeken w*' hyr, or yitt have hadde

any
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I fhall by the medns of Radle weet at whofe fuit it was
taken out ; I deem it fomething done by craft, by the means of
them that have entrefle [intereff] in your land, to the intent to
‘noife it theirs, or to make you paft thame of the felling thereof.

Item, I have received a letter from you written on T'uefday laft.

Item, where that [whereas] fome towards my Lady of Norfolk
noife that I did unkindly "to fend fo haftily to Caifter as I did;
‘there is no difcreet perfon that fo thinketh ; for if my Lord had
‘been as kind to me as he might have been, and according to

*‘fuch heart [ good will] and fervice as my Grandfather, my Father,
'yourfelf. and I, have ought and done to my‘Lords of Norfolk
‘that dead been; and yet [even] if I had wedded his Daughter,
yet muft I have done as I did; and moreover, if I had had any
deeming of my Lord’s death four hours ere he died, I muft
‘needs, but if [unlefi] I would be known a Fool, have entered it
the hour before his deceafe ; but in effe@®, they that in that
matter have \alwa.ys meant unkindly to me, they feign that
"Rumour againft me ; but there is none that meant truly to him
that dead is, that would be forry that I hadit, and in efpecial
fuch as love his Soul.

Item, where (as) it is deemed that my Lady would hereafter
be the rather mine * heavy [unkind] Lady for that dealing, 1
“think that fhe is too reafonable fo to be, for I did it not unwift
[unknown] to her Council ; there was no man thought that 1
fhould do otherwife, and as to fay, that I might have had my
Lady’s advice and leave, I might have tarried yet, ere I could
have fpoken with her, or yet have had any body to have

* That is, bear hard upon me. .
Vor. II. Cc : moved
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any body to have mevyd hyr yon my behalve as ye wote
I dydde what I cowde. Moreovyr I taryed by the advyce
off §. Rob'. Wyngffelde iij dayes y', ffor y* he putte me in
comffirt y* y°* Lord Howard and hys brother S". John fholde
have comen to Norwyche att whoys comyng he dowtyd nott but
y* I tholde have a goode dyre@ton takyn ffor me in that mat’
they leyhe to me onkyndenefle ffor ovyrkyndeneffe.

It'm as flor my Mat’ heer itt was thys daye beffoor alle the
Lordes off the Cowncelle and amonge them all it was nott
thowght y* in my fendyng off Whetley thyddr in media’tly afftr
the dycefle off y° Duke y* I dalt onkyndly or onfyttyngly but y*
I was moor onrefonably dalte w* wherffor lat’ men deme what
they wylle gretteft clerkys are nott alweye wyfeft ‘men, but I -
hope haftely to have on weye in it or other.

I’m 1 wende to have ffownde a Gowne off myn heer, but it

come home the fame dayey'I come owte browght by Herry
Berker lod' I wolde in alle haft poffible have that fame Gowne
off ¢ puke ffurryd w* whyght lambe. It'm I wolde have my
longe ruflett Gowne off y* firenfhe ruflett in alle ‘haft ffor I
have no Gowne to goo in her. :

Tt'm T praye yow recomande me to my Moodr and lat us

alle prey God fende my Lady off Norftf” a Soone, for uppon yt
reftythe moehe mat’ flor if the Kyngys * Soone mary my

3 Afterwards Duke of Norfolk.

4 As it is probable that Sir John Pafton (Pl. 1v. N° q.) would put on moummg for.
the Duke of Norfolk, if it was the cuftom of the times, I fhould with to know whether
Gowns of Puke and-Ruffet colours were then ufed on thofe occafions.

Puck or Pouk is an old Gothic word fignifying the Devil, fee Pierce Plowman, Spenfer,
-&c.-Hence Puke became fynonymous to black, or dark grey, and confequently might be

d for mouming, In Barrett’s Alveare 1580, it is explained as a colour between ruffet
and black, and is rendered in Latin by Pullus. On Good Friday the Lord Mayor and-
Aldermen always wore their pewke goweas,

2 ' Lords
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moved her there on my behalf, as ye wot I did what I could ;
toreover I'tarried by the advice of Sir Robert Wingfield three
days there, for that he put me in comfort that the Lord
3 Howard, and his brother Sir John, fhould have come to
Norwich, at whofe coming he doubted not but that I fhould
have a good direftion taken for me in that matter, they lay
to mie unkindnefs for overkindnefs.

Item, as for my matter here, it was this day before all the
Lords of the Council, and among them all, it was not thought,
that in my fending of Wheatley thither, immediately after the
deceafe of the Duke, that I dealt unkindly or unfittingly, but
that I was more unreafonably dealt with; whetefore, let men
deem what they will, greateft Clerks are not always wifeft men ;
but I hope haftily to have one way in it or other.

Item, I wend [fhought] to have found a Gown of mine here,
but it come home the fame day that I come out, brought by
Harry Berker Load" [carrier]. 1 would in all hafte poffible have
that fame Gown of 4 puke furred with white Lamb.

Item, I would have my long Ruflet Gown of the French
Ruflet in all hafte, for I have no Gown to go in here.

Item, I pray you recommend me to my Mother, and let us all
pray God (#2) fend my Lady of Norfolk a Son, for upon that
refteth much matter ; for if the King’s 5 Son marry my Lord’s

$ Richard Plantagenct, Duke of York, fecond Son of King Edward IV. in January
1477, married Anne, fole Daughter and Heir of John Mowbray, late Duke of Norfolk.
She died in her early years without iffue, and he is fuppofed to have been murdered by
his Uncle the Duke of Gloucefter, in 1483.

The Duchefs of Norfolk therefore either mifcarried, or the Child died foon after its

birth, as Anne was at her marriage fole Daughter and Heir of the Mowbray Honours and
Pofleffions.

Ccz Daughter,
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Lords Dowghtr the Kynge wolde yt hys Soone fholde have a
ffayr place in Norff’ thowhe he fholde gyffe me ij: tymes y*
valywe in other londe as I am doon to weete. I praye yow fende
me worde off my Ladyes {pede as foone as ye kan.

I'm as ffor Bowen I fhall ffele hym and tholde have doon
thowghe ye hadde nott fente. ,

I'm ther is offryd me a goode marriage for my Suft’ Anne
Skypw’thys fone and heyr off Lynkolnethyre a man v or vj°
mrke by year. No mor.

Wretyn at London y* xxvij daye off Janyver Ae. E. iiijt.
xve. :

I'm my Lady off ° Exceft’ is ded and it was feyde y* bothe y*
olde Dywchefle off ” Norff” and y* Cowntefle off * Oxenfforde
weer ded but it is nott foo yitt. It'm I fhall remembr Caleyfe
bothe for horfe and alle, &c.

11 §by1o§.

¢ Anne, Daughter of Richard, Duke of York, Sifter of Edward 1V. and widow of
Henry Holland, the laft Duke of Excter, her firft hufband; fhe died 14th of January,
1475, and lies buried with Sir Thomas Saint Leger, Knight, her fecond Hufband, in a
private Chapel at Windfor.,

1LET-
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Daughter, the King would that his Son fhould have a fair place
in Norfolk, though he fhould give me two times the value in
other land, as I am done to weet [ snformed).

I pray you fend me word of my Lady’s fpeed as foon as
ye can.

- Item, as for Bowcn I thall feel him [ found his inclination], and
thould have done, though ye had not fent.

Item, there is offered me a good marriage for my Sifter Anne,
Skipwith’s fon and heir of. Lincolnthire, a man (of’) 5 or 600
marks (Serween 3' and 400l.) by the year.

No more. Written at London the 27th day of January, in the
15th year of Edward 1V,

' Item, my Lady of ® Exeter is dead, and it was faid, that both
the old Duchefs of ’ Norfolk, and the Countefs of * Oxford:
were dead, but it is not fo yet.

Item, I fhall remember Calais both for horfe and all,. &c.

PO t
L(mdon:11 ;
Saturday, 27th o ]’anuary
1475 1 ; E.1V. >

7 Ellenor, only Daughter of William Bourchier, Earl of Ewe, in Normandy, and.
widow of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk.

8 Margaret, Daughter of Richard Nevile, Earl of Salifbury, and wife of John de
* Vere, Earl of Oxford, now a Prifoner in the Caftle of Hammes, in Picardy : or it may
refer to Elizabeth, widow of the late Earl of Oxford, and daughtcr and heir of Sir John.
Moward, nght

P B LET-~
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L €T £ E R LXIE

To Mefireffe Margrete Paflon at Norwyche, or byr Soné oln
Paflon efguyer and to ew’ych off them.

Y Recomande me to yowe, like it yow to weete y* I am nott

fertaye yitt whether my * Lorde and I fhall come into Inge-
londe y* weke byffoor Eftne or Ellys the weke afftr Eftne
wherffor Moodr I befeche yow to take noo dyfplefyr w* me
flor my longe tarynge ffor I moft doo noon otherwyfe ffor
dyfplefyng off my Lorde. I was noo thynge gladde off thys
jornaye iff I myght goodely have chofen neu’thelefle favyng
y* ye have cawfe to be dyfpleafyd w* me ffor the mat’ off Kokett
I am ellys ryght gladde ffor I hope y* I ame fferre moor in flavor
wt my Lorde then I was to ffoor.

I'm 1 fende yow brother John a Lett’ herwt whyche was
browte hyddr to Caleys ffrom y* George at Powles wharff I
deme it comethe firom my brother Wat’,

Im iff ye entende hyddrewarde itt weer weell deon y* ye
‘hygthed yowe ffor I fuppofe y* my Lorde wille take the vywe

‘This Letter furnifhes us with a curious Anecdote relative to Earl Rivers, who, we may
fuppofe, had been on a Pilgrimage to Rome ; for Caxton tells us, that he was ¢ fometime
¢ full vertuoufly occupied in goyng of Pilgrimagis :” he likewife procured ¢ greet and

#¢ large indulgance and grace from our holy Fader the Pope”. But it is plain, he had
not procured a papal Protettion from Robbers,
off
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off alle hys retynywe heer nowe byffoor hys dep’tyng and
I thynke y* hg¢ woolde be bett’ contente wt yowr comyng
mowe than an other tyme doo as ye thynke beft and as ye
maye.

11'm wher Maft'. * Fytzwalt’ made me to wryght to yowe to
advyfe yow to tarye I remytte thatt to yotwr dyfcretion.

As ffor tydyngs heer we her ffrom alle the worlde, fyrft
the Lorde Ryverfe was at Roome right weell and honorably
and other Lords off Ynglonde as y* Lord 3 Hurmonde and y*
Lord 4 Scrope and at ther dep’tyng xij myle on thyfchalﬁ'
Roome, the Lorde Ryverfe was robbyd off alle hys Jowelles
and Plate whyche was worthe m'¢ § mr'ke or bett’ and is retornyd
to Rome ffor a Remedy.

It'm y° Duke of ¢ Burgoyne hathe conqueryd Loreyu and
Qune " Margreet fhall nott nowe be lykelyhed have it wherffor
the frenthe Kynge cheryfsheth hyr butt eafelye, but afftr thys
conqueft off Loreyn the Duke toke grete corage to.goo uppon
the Londe off the Swechys to conquer them butt the berded

hym att an onfett place and hathe dyftruffyd hym and hathe
flayne the moft parte off hys vanwarde and wonune all hys

2 In the fame Letter he tells his Brother that Mafter Fitzwalter is very anxious to have
‘him remain in Norfolk, and not come to Calais, as he and his Family are coming to
their houfe at Attleborough to refide; and that from Mafter Fitzwalter’s difcourfe he
found that it would be long ¢ er he fcholde be wery off yowr expencs off horfe or
[13 man'”

. 3 Quere, Lord Ormond? -

4 John, Lord Scroop, of Bolton,

$ Allowing for the difference of weight, and value of money between this and the
prefent time, he loft to the amount of nearly 4oc0l.

Ordynauncc
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the view of all his Retinue here, now before his departing ; and
I think that he would be better content with your coming
now, than another time; do as ye think beft, and as ye
may. '

Item, where (as) Mafter * Fytzwalter made me to write to
you to advife you to tarry, I remit that te your difcretion.

As for tidings here, we hear from all the world, firft, the Lord
Rivers was.at Rome right well and honourably, and other Lords
of England, as the Lord 3 Hurmonde, the Lord 4 Scrope; and
at their departing twelve miles on this half Rome, the Lord
Rivers was robbed of all his Jewels and Plate, which was worth
1000 * Marks (666/. 1 36. 4d.) or bettex:, and is returned to
Rome for a Remedy.

Item, the Duke of * Burgundy hath conquered Lorram, and
Queen ' Margaret fhall not now by likelihood have it ; wherefore
the French King cherifheth her but * eafily [flightly, little] ; but
after this conqueft of Lorrain, the Duke took great courage to
go upon the Land of the Swifs to conquer them, but they
berded [confronted] him at an unfet [unlgoked for] place, and hath
diftrefled [baraffed] him, and hath flain the moft part of his

¢ During the preceding Autumn, the Duke of Burgundy having fubdued the whole
Duchy of Lorrain, he now attacked the Swifs, and took a town called Granfos, juft as
abody of troops were arriving to its relief; thefe he went ta mect, as they cane down
the narrow paffes of the Mountains ; when his Army, being feized with a panick, fled,
and left his baggage to be plundered by the Eaemy.

Within a fhort time after this he befieged Morat, a fmall town near Bern, when a battle
enfued, in which he was totally routed.

7 This Queen had been lately delivered from her u'npnfbnment in the Tower, to the
French King, on his engaging to pay 50,000 Crowns for her ranfom.

* So in Letter V. p. 17. I have but eafy fhiffe of money, that is, Ltle flore of money.

VoL. 1I. Dd . Vanward
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Ordynaunce and Artylrye and mor ovyr alle ftuffe thatt he
hade in hys oft w* hym exceppte men and horfe y* flledde nott
but they roode y* nyght xx myle and fo the Ryche ® Saletts
Heulmetts Garters 92 Nowchys Gelt and alle is goone w* Tents
Pavylons and alle and foo men deme hys pryde is abatyd. Men
tolde hym that they weer firowarde Karlys butte he wolde nott
beleve it and yitt men feye y* he woll to them ageyn Gode
fpede them bothe.

I'm §'. John Mydelton toke leve off y¢ Puke to fporte hym
but he is fett in pryfon att Bruffellys.

I praye yowe fende me fom worde iff ye thynke likly y*
I may entr Caft’ when I woll by the next Mefleng".

Wretyn at Caleys in refonable helthe, off bodye and fowle I
thanke Good the xxj daye off Marche Ae. E. iiijt. xvje.

A Py L.
r2by 8 §.

Paper Mark,
The Letter G, and a Crofr.
Pl x11, N° 18,

3 Light Head piccess

1E T

-
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Vanward [ Vaward], and won all his Ordnance and Artillery,
and moreover all Stuff that he had in his Hoft; except men and
horfe that fled not, but they rode that night twenty miles
and fo the rich * Salets, Helmets, Gzirtet:s; 9 Nowches Gelt
[ g9/d], and all is gone, with Tents, Pavilions, and all, and fo
men deem his pride is abated [humbled]; men told him, that
they were froward Carles, but he would not believe it, and yet
men fay, that he wil] to them again, God {peed them both.

. Item, Sir John Myddleton took leave of the Duke, to {port
him, but he is fet in prifon at Bruflels '

I pray you fend me fome word, .if ye think likely, that I
may enter Caifter when I will, by the next Meflenger.

Wirritten at Calais, in reafonable health of body and foul, I
thank God, the 21ft day of March, in the fixteenth year of
Edward 1V, - o '

JOHN. PASTON, Knight.
Calais, :
Thurfday, 21ft of March,
1475, 16 E. IV,

» Embofled Omaments—Chains=Buckles, &c.

Dd 2 ‘ LET-
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L ETLTTLTER ILxx
To Yobn Pafion Efquyer ai Norwyche in bafl.

I Recomaunde me to yow letyng yow weete y* yift’daye be-
ganne the grete Cowncell to whyche alle the- Aftats off y*
!onde thall com to butt if it be ffor gret and reafonable excufis
and I fuppofe y* cheffe cawfe off thys Aflemble is to comon
what is beft to doo now uppon y° greet change by the dethe
off y¢ Duke of Burgoyne and for y° kepyng off Caleys and:
the Marchys and ffor the p’fervacon off y¢ Amyteys taken late
~ as weell w* Fraunce as now w* the Membrys off Flaundtes
wher to I dowt nott y" fhall be in all haft bothe y* Duks.
off Clarance and Glowceftre wheroff I wolde yt my brother
E wyft. ,
~ I'm I flecle butt litell effe@e in the labor off W Alyngton,
new’thelefle I deme it is nott for yow fhe fhall not paffe C.C’
Mr’k as fferr as I can undreftand ap'te. It'm I will nott fforget
yow otherwyfe.

Itt is fo y* thys daye I heer grett liklyhood y* my Lorde
Haftyngs fhall haftely goo to Caleys w greet Company iff I
thynke it be for yow to be on I thall nott florgeet yow.

I'm thys daye the Mat’ by twyen Meftrefle Anne Haulte

- and
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LETTENR LXX.
To Yobn Pafion, fEﬁuire, at Norwich, in hafle,

Recommend me to you, letting you weet, that yefterday
' began the great Council, to which all the Eftates of the Land
thall come to, but if [wnkfs] it be for great and reafonable
excufes ; and Ifuppofe the chief caufe of this Aflembly is,. to
commune what is beft to do, new upon the great change by the
Beath of the Duke of Burgundy, and for the keeping of Calais,
and the Marches, and for the prefervation of the Amities taken
lately, as well with France as now with the Members of
Flandess ; whereto I doubt not there fhall be in all hafte botli
~the Dukes of Clarence, and . Gloucefter, whereof I would that
my brother Edmund wift [zrew]. ’

Item, I feel but little effect in the labour of W. Alyngton,
neverthelefs I deem it is not for you, fhe fhall not pafs 200
Marks, as far as I can underftand apart.

Item, I will not forget you otherwife.

Item,, it is fo that this day I hear great likelihood, that my
Lord Haﬁyngs fhall haftily go to Calais with great Company ;.
if I think it be for you [fer your advantage] to be one, 1 fhall not
forget you.

Item, this day the matter between Mrs. Anne Haulte and me

' Lath
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‘and me hathe been foor broken bothe to y* * Cardinall to my
Lorde * Chamb’leyn and to my felffe and I am in goode hope
when I heer and kngwe moor I fhall fende yow worde.

It femythe y* the 3 worlde is alle qwaveryng it will reboyle

fomwher fo y* I deme yonge men fhall be cheryfshyd take yowr
herttoyow. I fleer y* I cani nott be t-:xcufydX but y‘ I fhall
fforthe w* my Lorde Haftyngs ovyr y* See butt I fhall fende yow
worde in haft and iff I goo I hope nott to tary. lange. .
. It to my Brother Edmod. Iam like to fpeke to Meftreffe
Dyxon in. haft and fom deme y* y* fhall be condyflendyd y iff
E. P. come to London y* hys cofts fhall be payed. ffor. v

I thall haftely fende yow worde off moor thyngs. )

‘Wretyn at London y* xm_] day off Feu'er A°. E. m_;" xvj. y*
&'ryday a for flaftyngong. ' : .

& Jobn {Baitou, B,
12 by 5 £

The Politicians of thefe times, we here fee, looked upon the Death of Charles the
Bold, Duke of Burgundy, asan Event of great unportanec to all Europe.

He was difmounted from his horfe, and flain ina battle fought on the gth of January,
1476, before Nancy, the capital City of Lorrain, between his Forces and thofe of
Renate, Duke of Lorrain.

He was fond of ftate and magnificence, and rather an ambitious than a prudent Prince,
He reigned upwards of nine years, and died at about the age of forty five.

A * ¢ T
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hath been foor [in a_fure manner] broken both to the * Cardinal, to
my Lord * Chamberlain, and to myfelf, and Iam in good hope ;
when I hear and know more, I fhall {end you word.

It feemeth that the 3 World is all quavering, it will reboil
fomewhere, fo that I deem young men fhall be cherithed, take
your heart to you [that is, be of good courage]; 1 fear that. I
cannot be excufed, but that I fhall forth with my Lord Haftings
over the Sea, but I fhall fend you word in hafte, and if I go, I
hope not to tarry long. :

- Item, to my brother Edmund. |

I am like to fpeak with Miftrefs Dixon in hafte, and fome
deem that there fhall be condefcended, that if E. P, [Edmund
Pafton] come to London that his cofts thall be paid for.

I thall hiftily fend you word of more things.

Written at London, the 14th day of February, in the 16th
year of Edward IV. the Friday afore Faftingong (Fafting-going,
i e Lent.]

+ JOHN PASTON, Knight.

London,
Friday, 14thof February,
1476, 16 E. 1V,

' Thomas Bourchier, Archbifhop of Canterbury, was raifed to the dignity of a
‘Cardinal, by the Pope in 1464. . L, : . -

* William, Lord Haftyngs. Though this important bufinefs between Sir John Pafton
and Mrs. Anne Hault, has been fo often mentioned, it has never been fo clearly ftated:
as to be exactly afcertained.

3 This part of the Letter feems to hint not only at forcign‘ Commotions, but at internalk
diffenfions at home,

4 Autograph. PL 1v.N° g,

3 LET.
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-~

LETLECR LT
To my wurfekypfull Cofyne Sobn* Pafion Be tbis bill delyu’yd, &c.

OSYN I recomande me un to yowe Thankyng yowe hertely

for the grette chere that ye made me -and all my Folkys
the laft tyme y* I was at Norwych. And ye p’myfyd me y:
ye wold neu’ breke the mat’ to * M’grery unto fuche tyme as ye
and I were at a point. But ye hafe made hyr fuche Advo-
kett for yowe y' I may neu’ hafe Reft nyght ner Day for
_callyng and cryeng uppon to brynge the faide mat’ to.ef-
Fde, &c.

And Cofyn uppon fryday is Sent 3 Volentynes Day and eu’y
Brydde chefyth hym a make and yf it lyke yowe to com’ on’
thurfday at nyght and fo p’vey yowe y' ye may abyde y*
tyll monday I trufty to God y* ye fchall fo fpeke to myn huf-
band and I f{chall prey y* we fchall bryng the mat’ to a con=
clufyon, &c.

For Cofyn itis buta fympxll oke y* cut down at the firft ftroke

Thisis a Letter from Lady Brews, the Mother of the Gentlewoman, to whom John
Pafton was defirous of paying his Addreffes, and whom he married. We here fee that
the cuftom of choofing Valentines was a fport practifed in the houfes of the gentry at this

time.
flor
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LETTEHR LXXI.
T my worybipful Coufin Jobn * Pafton, Be this Bill delrvered, Sc.

OUSIN, I recommend me unto you, Thanking you

heartily for the great cheer ye made me, and all my
Folks, the laft time that I was at Norwich; and ye promxfed
me, that ye would never break the matter to * Margery unto
fuch time, as ye and I were at a point. But ye have made her
fuch (an) Advocate for you, that I may never have reft night
nor day, for calling and crying upon to bring the faid matter to
effe&, &c.
- And Coufin, upon Friday is Saint * Valentine’s day, and every
Bird chufeth him a Make [Mate] ; and if it like you to come on
Thurfday at night, and f{o purvey you, that ye may abide there
till Monday, I truft to God, that ye fhall fo {peak to mine huf-
band; and I fhall pray, that we fhall bring the matter to a con=
clufion, &c.

F or,_ Coufin, ¢ it is but a fimple Oak,
¢ That’s cut down at the firft ftroke,”

* John Pafton was the next Brother to Sir John Pafton, Knight, and his Heir in 147.
He was High Sheriff of Norfolk, &c. in 1485, created a Knight Banneret in 1487, and

died in 1503.
* Margery, Daughter of Sir Thomas and Elizabeth Brews, of Stinton Hall, in Salle.

3 14th of February~—Brydde, Bird.—Make, Match or Mate.
Vor. 1L, Ee for
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ffor ye will "be refonabill I truft to God whech hafe bee eu’
in hys m’cyfull kepyng, &c.
4 Be yowr Cofyn Dame .5 ﬂfsabttb ﬁms,
oy’wes fchall be called be Godds g'ce.
mfbys i | o
4 Thefe two laf}-lines feem intended to rhyme.

zze%szeas;aﬁga;.

Unto rry Rygbt welebelovyd Voluniyn Jobn Paflon Squyer be
y" bill delyded, . '

YGHT rew'ent and wurfchypfull and my ryght welebe~

- loved Voluntyne I recgmande me uato yowe. ffull hertely
defyring to her’ of yowr welefare whech 1 befeche almyghty
God long for to p'{’ve un to hys plefur and yowr herts defyr’
And yf it pleafe yowe to her’ of my welefar I am not in good
heele of body nor of herte nor fchall be tylll her ‘firom yowe ffor
y* wottys no creatur’ what peyn y* I endur’ and for to be deede
1 dar’ it mot dyfcur’ And my Lady my mod’ hath labored
y* mat’ to my ffadur full delygently but fche can no mor gete
yen ye knowe of for y* whech God knowyth I am full fory
' ' But
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for ye will be reafonable I tnift to God, which have you ever in
his merciful keeping, - &c.
+ By your Coufin. Dame $ ELIZABETH BREWS,
' otherwife fhall bc called by God’s Grace.

Between the 8th and 14th of Febmary,
1496-7, . 16E.IV. . - . o

s Elizaboth Brews, was 2 Daughter of Sir Gilds, and Siffer and heir of Sir Gilbest
Debenham ; the feems yvery defirous of the match, and withes to call hun -aot only her
Coufin-but Son -ag fhe plainly isitimdtes in her Subfcription to-this Lettcr PL v N© 26.

LETTER LXXII.

Unito my r;gbt well belowd Valentine, Yobm Pafion, Efgwrc,
tlm Bill delvered, &c.

IG H T reverend and worfhipful, and-my right well beloved
Valentine, 1 recommend me unto you, full heartily de-

firing to hear of your welfare, which I befeech Almxghty God
long for to preferve unto his pleafure, and your heart’s defire.
And if it pleafe you to hear of my welfare, I am neot in good

heele [health] of body, nor of heart, nor fhall be till T hear
from you ;

For there wottys [knows] no creature what pain that I endure,
And for to be dead [ for my life], 1dare it not dyfcur’ [difcover].

And my Lady my Mather hath laboured the matter to my
father full diligently, but fhe can no more get than ye know of,
for the which God knoweth I am full forry. But if that ye

: Ee 2 love
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love me, as I truft verily that ye do, ye will not leave me
therefore ; for if that ye had not half the livelihood that ye have,,
for to do the greateft labour that any woman alive might, I
would not forfake you.

And if ye command me to keep me true wherever I go,
1 wis I will doall my might you to love, and never no mo..
And if my friends fay, that I do amifs,
They fhall not me let fo for to do,
Mine heart me bids evermore to love you,,
Truly over all earthly thing,
And if they be never fo wrath, .
I truftit thall be better in time coming.

- No more to you at this time, but the Holy Trinity have
you in keeping ; and I befeech you that this bill be not: feen of
none earthly Creature fave only yourfelf, &c.-

And this Letter was endited at Topcroft, with full heavy
‘heart, &c.. :

. By your -own, -

MARGERY BREWS.
‘Topcroft, '
ebruary, 1476-7,.
6vE' Iv.

1

Some parts of the letter feem intended for verfe, as the lines, though unequal, thyme..
I have written them, in the modernized letter fo that the rhymes end the lines, though per--
haps I am wrong. - ‘

The lady appears confcious that fhe has opened her heart in the letter, and with a
becoming modefty conjures Ju Pafton,. that it may ¢ be feyn of non’ erthely Creatur
fafe oply himfelf,” Pl, vi.N°® a2y, .

LET-
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LETTER -,%-%3633’}-

To my Rygbt iVeIabdm,yd Cﬁ'n Jobn Pafion Sﬂy&" Ze this
' L(ta‘ delyw’yd, ‘€§c : o {

RY GHT Wurfchypfull and welebelovyd Vol'en.tyhe.in my
mofte umble wyfe I recomande me un to yowe, &c. and
hertely I thanke yowe for y© Lettur whech that ye fende me be
John Bekartoni wherby I undyrftonde and knowe y* ye be
purpofyd to coni’ to Taoperoft in fchorte tyme and wlowte any
erand or mat” buteo‘nfy to hafe a conclufyon of y* mat’ betwyx
'my fad* and ‘yo'vbe'i Wwoldé Be ‘moft: glad of any. creatur on lyve
fo yat the mat’ myght growe to offe& And ther_ as ye fay.and
ye com’ and fynde y* mat’ no. mor’ towards you yen ye. dyd
afortyme y¢ wold tio mor’ put my 'fad’ and ‘my Lady my modr
to no coft ner befenefle for y* caufe a good wyle aftur weche
caufyth myn’ herte to be full hevy and yf y* ye com’ and the
mater take to non’ effeCte yen {chuld I be meche mor fory and
full of 'hevytxeﬁé.-
And as for my felfe I hafe don’ and undyrftend in the mat’ y
I can or may as good knowyth And I let yowe pleynly undyr-
J. Pifien.fesms by this Tetter ‘to have anfwered the laft, but not to her fatisfaction,
refpeting his being content to take her with the fortune her father propofed to give on
‘hér'mariiage. Sheucknowledges the pleafure it would give ber to find that he would
nurry her with the fortune hér fither had fixed, and with great fenfibility requefts him,
if he cannot acquiefce, not to come to Topcroft, but todet-matters remain as they were.

4 ﬁODd
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LETTER Lxxm.

To my Right Well beloved Coufin Yobn Pq/lon, Efuire, h tbu
+ Letser delivered, &c.

TGH'F wocﬂii_pful and well' beloved Valeatine, in my
maft humble widé, I recommend me' unto yau, &c. And
heartily I thank you forithe Letter, which that ye fend me by
John Beckerton, whereby I underftand and know, that ye be
purpofed to come to Topcroft in fhort time, and without any
errand or matter, but only to bave a conclufion ef :the mat-
ter betwixt my father and you; I would be moft glad of any
Creature alive, fo that the matter might grow to effe¢t. And
thereas fwhereas] ye fay, and [if] ye come and find the mat-
ter no more towards you than ye did aforetime, ye would
no more put my Father and my Lady my Mother to no coft
nor bufinefs, for that caufe a good while after, which caufeth
. my heart. to be full heavy ; and if that ye come, and the matter
take to none effe@®, then ﬂlould I be much more forry, and full -
of heavinefs,
And as for myfelf 1 have done, and underftand in the matter
that I can or may, as God knoweth; andT let yon plainly
The Letter, at the fame. time that it acknowledges her regard for J. Pafton, fhews

that fhe bad a poepar attention fo_her own.casfoquenee, and her father’s #me
PL vi. N® 27, PL xav. N° 25,
' under-
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ftond y* my fad® wyll no mor money parte wt all in that behalfe
but an C% and | marke whech is ryght far fro the Acomplyfh--
ment of yowr defyre.

Wherfore yf y* ye cowde be content w* y* good and my por
pfone I wold be y° meryeft mayden on grounde And yf ye
thynke not yowr felffe fo fatysfyed or y* ye myght hafe mech mor
good as I hafe undyrftonde be yowe afor good trewe and lovyng
volentyne y* ye take no fuch labur uppon yowe as to com’ mor’
for y* mat’. But let is pafle and neu’ mor’ to be fpokyn of
as I may be yowr trewe lou’ and bedewoma’ duryng my
lyfe. .

" 'No more un to yowe at thys tyme but Almyghty J'h’s p'f’ve
yowe bethe body and fowle, &c.

Be yo'. Voluntyne,

. . Pargery Wrews,
11 3 by si.

L ELTLTER LXIU

Un to my Ryght Wurfchypfull Maiff® Fobn Pafion Swhyer be
: this bill deliwed, &c.

YGHT Whurfchypfull §. I recomande me un to yowe,

lettyng yowe knowe as for the Yonge Gentylwoma’

fche owyth lyowe hyr good herte and love as I knowe be y*
comynicacion y* I hafe hade w* hyr for y¢ fame.

' | And
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dnderftand, that my father will no more money part withal in
that behalf, but an 100/ and 5o marks (33/. 6s. 84.) which is
tight far from the accomplifhment of your defire. '
. Wherefore, if that ye could be content with that Good, and
my poor Perfon, I would be the merrieft maiden on ground;
and if ye think not yourfelf {o fatisfied, or that ye might have
much more Good, as I have underftood by you afore; good,
true, and loving Valentine, that ye take no fuch labour upon
you, as to come more for that matter, but let (wbhat) is, pafs,
and never more to be fpoken of, as I may be your true Lover
and Beadwoman during my life.

No more unto you at this time, but Almighty Jefu prcferve
you both body and foul, &c.

By your Valentine,

, MARGERY BREWS.
Topcroft, 1476-7.

L E T T E R LXXIV.

v Unto my right worfbipful Mafler, yolm Pafton, Efquire, 6e ,
this bill delsvered, &c.

RI GHT worthipful Sir, I recommend me unto you, let-
ting you know, as for the young Gentlewoman, fhe
oweth you her good heart and love; as I know by the com-
munication that I have had with her for the fame.
Vor. II. Ff ~ And
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And §. ye knowe what my Maift* and my Lady hath p'fered
wt hyr CC merke. And I dar fey y* hyr chambr and arey-
~ ment f{chall be worthe C merk and I harde my Lady fey y*
and the cafe required both ye and fche fchuld hafe yowr
borde w* my Lady 1ij yer aftr.

And I undftand by my Lady y* fche wold y* ye fchuld laburf
y® mat’ to my Maift™ for it fchuld be the bettr.

And I harde my Lady fey y* it was a febill oke
y* was kit down at the firft firoke.

And ye be beholdyng un to my Lady for hyr good wurde for
fche hath nev’ preyfyd yowe to mech.*

S lyke as I p’myfyd yowe I am yowr ma and my good will
ye fchall hafe in worde and dede, &c.

And Jhs hafe yowe in hys m’cyfull kepyng, &c.

1Be por man,

‘ Thomag Kela,
v"%bysi . . : -

This Letter feems written by a common Fnend of both the partlen, who appears  Toli-
citous for the marriage taking effect. Pl. vi. N° 28,

He informs _J. Pafton that m addition to“the fortune intended to be given by Sir
Thomas Brews, the Furniture of her chamber and her Apparel fhould amount to the
fum of 100 marks, or 66/,

And he bints, as-from Lad’y Brews, that they fhould be entertained at her Table for
three years after their marriage.

A
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And Sir, ye know what my Mafter and my Lady hath prof-
fered with her 200 Marks (133/. 6s. 84.) and I dare fay, that
her Chamber and Arrayment [ Apparel] fhall be worth 100 Marks
(66/. 135. 44.) And I heard my Lady fay, that and [if] the cafe
required, both ye and fhe fhould have your board with my Lady
three years after. -

_ And I underftand by my Lady, that he would that ye thould
labour the matter to my Mafter, for it thould be the better.

And I heard my Lady fay,

¢ That it was a feeble Oak,
¢ That was cut down at the firft f’croke ”

And ye be beholden unto my Lady for her good word for
,ﬂle hath never praifed you tog much.* '

er, like as I promifed you, I am your man, and my good
wxll ye fhall have in word and deed, &c.

And Jefu have you in hls merciful keepmg, &c.

By your man,

X THOMAS KELA
Felgnag, 1\1"376‘7.

' ‘g‘t‘dthe’ bottom oftheOngma! lctteruwnttenby] Pa&on——“brougbtbywm’m
¢ e T N T s Ty

* That is, defervedly pmfed yon, for though fhe bath pmfed you mch, her pnufe is
not above ymu' merit. . :

F fa L,E}T—
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L €T L ¢ R LU

To my Ryght worchepfull Modyr Margaret Pafion.

RY GHT worfchepfull Modyr aftyr all dwtes of recomen-

dacyon in as humble wyfe as I can I befeche yow of yo*
dayly blyflyg Modyr pleafe yt yow to wett that the caufe that
Dam’ Elizabeth Brews defyreth to mete w* yow at Norwyche
and not at Langley as I apoyntyd w* yow at my laft beig at
Mawtby is by my meanys, for my brodyr Thomas Jermyn
whyche knowyth nought of the mate telyth me that the caufey
or ye can com’e to Bokenh’'m fery is fo over flowyn that ther
is no man that may on ethe pafle it though he be ryght
well horfyd, whyche is no mete wey for yow to pafle over
God defend it, but all thyngs rekynyd it fhalbe lefle coft to
yow to be at Norwyche as for a day or tweyn and paffe not
then to mete at Langly wher every thyng is dere and your
horfe may be fent hom’ ayen the fame wedny{day.

Modyr 1 befeche yow for dyvers caufys that my Syft’ Anne
may come w' yow to Norwyche, Modyr the mater is in a
refonable good-wey and.1 truft w* Gods mercy and ‘w* yo*. good

help that it:fhall -take' effeGt bettyr .to myn .aviltage then 1
- We find by this Letter that J. Pafton (Pl.iv. N° 15.) was as defirous of having

all obftacles to the match removed, as the Lady could be, and now writes from the
houfe where fhe was, and to which I fuppofe he went on the reccipt of her laft

{etter,
told
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"L ET T E R LXXV.

To rhy right :wor_'/bipﬁd Mother . Margaret Pafton.

IGHT worfhipful Mother, after all duties of recommen-
dation, in as humble wife as I can, I befeech you of
your daily blefling. Mother, pleafe it you to weet, that the

“caufe that Dame Elizabeth Brews defireth to meet with you at

Norwich, and not at Langley, as I appointed with 3 you at my
laft being at Mawtby, is by my means, for my brothér Thomas

' Jermyn, which knoweth nought of the mate [masch], telleth me,

that the Caufey ere ye can come to Bokenham Ferry is fo over-
flown that there-is no man that may an ethe [ fcarcely] pafs it,
though he be right well horfed ;” which is no meet way for you

‘to pafs over, God defend [fordid] it. But all things reckoned,

it fhall be lefs coft to you to be at Norwich, as for a day or
tweyn and pafs not, than to meet at Langley, where every thing
is dear; and your ‘Horfe may be fent home again the fame
Wednefday.

Mother, I befeech you for diverfe caufes, that my Sifter Anne
may come with you to Norwich ; Mother, the matter is in a
reafonable good way, and I truft with God’s mercy, and with

" your good help, that it fhall take effe& better to mine ad-

. He takes great pains to explain the reafon for the meeting at Norwich to have been

fixed by his defire, fearing his Mother might have been difpleafed with any alteration in
the original plan.
John Cooke was Mayor of Norwich in 1484.

vantage
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told yow of at Mawtby for I trow ther is not a kynder woman
leveig then I fhall have to my Modyr in lawe if the mater take
nor yet a kyndcr fadyr in lawe then I fhall have though he be
hard to me as yett, all the cyrcumftancys of the ‘mater whyche
I truft to tell yow at yo* comyg to Norwyche cowd not be wretyn
. in 1ij levys of paper and ye know my lewd hed well I nough
I may not wryght longe wherffor I fFe'ry over all-thyngs tyll I
may awaytc on yow my felff I thall do tonfie in to yor place
a dofeyn ale and bred acordyg ayenft wednyfday if Syme myght
be forborn it wer well don’ that he war at Norwyche on wed-
. nyfday in the mornyg at markett.

‘Dam’ Elizabeth Brewfe thall lye at Jon Cookys if it myght
'plcafc yow I wold be glad that the myght dyue in yo* howfe
on thurfday for ther fhold ye have moft fecret talkyng and
Modyr at the reu’ence of God beware that ye be fo p’veyd for
that ye take no cold by the wey towards Norwyche for it is
the ‘moft paylous marche that ever was feyn -by eny manys
dayes that now lyveth and I prey to Jhu p’ferve yow and yours.

Wretyn at Topcroft the viij day of Marche.

1 L Yo Sone and humbyll Seru’nt,

3 2
- 3byad ) '

1¢e-
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vantage than I told you of at Mawtby; for I trow [believe]
there is not a kinder woman living than I fhall have to my
Mother in law, if the matter take, nor yet a kinder Father in
law than I fhall have, though he be hard to me as yet.

All the circumftances of the matter, which 1 truft to tell you
at your coming to Norwich, could not be written in three leaves
of paper, and ye know my lewd [poor] head well enough,
I may not write long, wherefore I fery. over [defer].all things till
I may await on you myfelf. I thall do tounen [caufe fo be tunned ]
into your place a dozen Ale, and Bread accordmg, againft Wed-
nefday. If Sym might be forborn L/}ared] it were wcl), done,

that he were at Norwich on Wednefday in the mormng apmmar-

ket. Dame Elizabeth Brews fhall lie at ]ohn Cook’s; if it rrhght
pleafe you, 1 would be glad that fhe’ m:gh’ dine in your houfé:
on Thur{day, for there thould you have moft fecret talking.

And Mother, at the reverence of God, beware that ye be fo
purveyed for, that ye take no cold by the way towards Norwich,
for it is the moft penlous March that ever was feen by any
man’s days that now liveth; and I pray to Jefu preferve you and
yours.

Written' at Topcroft the 8th day of March.

Your Son and huwible Scrvant,
e

Ll JOHN PASTON,

~Topcroft, .. : - o

Saturday, 8th of March,
., ¥476-7, 17 E. v.

‘ -L v E T-
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LELLER LHAI

To my Ryght Mrﬁbypﬁdl Coﬁ/n s Jhon. Pafton krgygbt k
" this Lt delywed, Se.

YGHT wurfchypfull and my hertely welebelovyd Cofyn
, I recdmande me unto yowe defyrmg to her’ of yowr
welefar whech I pray God may be as cotynuall good as I wolde.
hafe myn own and Cofyn the caufe of my wryting un to
yaw at thys tyme is I fele wele be my Cofyn John yowr
brod* y* ye hafe undyrﬁOndyng of a mat’ whech is 1n comyni-
cacyon tochyng a maryage w‘ Godds gce to be concluded be-
twyx my faide Cofyn yowr brodr and my doght‘ M gery wheche
is far comonyd and not yyt cocluded ner noght fchall ner
may be tyll I hafe anfwer from yowe agayn of yowr good
will and afent to the feid mater and alfo of the obligacyon
weche y*I fende yowe herewith for Cofyn I wold be fory to fe
owther my Cofyn yowr brod® or my Doghtr dryvyn to leve
fo meane a lyff as yei fchuld do yf the vj** li. {chuld be payde
of ther maryage money. .
And Cofyn I hafe takyn my felfe fo ner’ in levyng of this
vj* li. y* wher as I hade layde upp an C. li. for the mary-
"This Letter, I fuppofe, aecompamed one from J. Paﬁon, in which the exa& terms

were fpecified, to his brother Sir John. Sir Thomas Brews feemed to expect that Sir
John Paton would likewife do fomething for his brother on this occafion.

7 age
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L ETTE R LXXVL

To my right worfbipful Coufin Siv Yobn Paflon, Knight, be
‘this Latter delivered, &c.

IGH'T worfhipful, and my heartily well beloved Coufin,
1 recommend me unto you, defiring to hear of your
welfare, which I pray God may be as continually 'good as
I would have mine own ; and Coufin, the caufe of my writing
unto you, at this timey, is I feel [percesve] well by my Coufin
John Pafton your Brother, that ye have underftanding of a

matter, which is in communication touching a Marriage, with
'God's ‘Grace, to be concluded betwixt my faid Coufin your .

Brother, and my Daughter Margery, which is far communed,
and not yet concluded, nor heither fhall nor may be, till I
have anfwer from you again of your good will and affent to the
faid matter; and alfo of the obligation which that I'fend you
herewith s for Coufin I would be forryto fee either my Coufin
your Brother, or my Daughter, driven to live fo mean a lifé
as they fhould do, if the fix fcore pounds fhould be paid (‘ouz) of
their marriage money ; and Coufin, I have taken myfelf fo
near in leaving of [parting with] this faid fix fcore pounds,
that whereas I had laid up an 166l for the marriage of a

. N i ‘ . o

' Sir Thomas Brewfe lived at Stinton-hall, in the parith of Salle, and on the death of

rl};obm I\(Imfmn’ &c. came .into poffeffion of an E&\te in Topcroft: he died 'in 1481,
. vo N° 25. ' -

Vor. 1L -~ Gg younger
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age of a yong’ doght’ of myn I hafe nowe lent y° faide C. Ii.
and xx li. ow’ that to my Cofyn yowr brod’ to be paide ageyn
be fuche efy days as y° obligacyon weche I fende yowe her-
wyth fpecyfyes and Cofyn I wer’ ryght lothe to be ftowe fo
mech uppon on’ doght’ y* the oy* her Sufters fchuld far the
wars wherfor Cofyn yf ye wyll y* thys mat’ fchall take effe@
undyr fuche forme as my Cofyn yowr brod’ hath wretyn unto
yowe I pray yowe put y'to yowr good wylle and fa of yowr
cofte as I hafe done of myn mor’ largely yen eu’ I pm.'pofe
to do to any tweyn of hyr Sufters as God knowyth myn
Entent whom I befech to fend yowe yowr leveft herts defyr.
Wretyn at Topcroft the viij day of March, &c.

Be yor Cofyn,

Thomag WBrews, knight.
113byy 4 , :

L €L T E R ZHUIT

To Maf® Sir fohn Pafton be ths Lett® delyverid in Calis.
ONWRE and Joye be to yow my ryght gode Maft’ and
moft affured brother letyng yow know that al yowre.

welwillers and {’vaunts in thefe ptyes that I know fare well
6 and
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younger Daughter of mine, I have now lent the faid 100/
and 20/ over that, to my Coufin your Brother, to be paid
again by fuch eafy days as the obligation, which I fend you
herewith, fpecifies.

And Coufin, I were right loath to beftow fo much upon
one daughter, that the other her Sifters fhould fare the worfe ;
wherefore, Coufin, if ye will that this matter (hall take effet
under fuch form as my Coufin your Brother hath written unto
you, I pray you put thereto your good will, and fome of
your Coft, as I have done of mine more largely than ever I
purpofe to do to any two of her Sifters, as God knoweth mine
intent, whom I befeech to fend you your leveft [dearefl] heart’s
defire.

Written at Topcroft, the 8th day of March, &c.

By your Coufin,

Toperet, THOMAS BREWS, Knight.
F aturday, 8th of March,
1476 17 E Iv.

LETTE R LXXVIL
To Mafler Sir Fobn Paflon, be this Letter delivered in Calsis,

*ONOUR and Joy be to you my right good Mafter, and
moft affured Brother, letting you know that all your
Wellwillers and Servants, in thefe parts, that I know, fare well,
.Gga2 and



228 ORIGINAL LETTERS;

and bett’ wold if they mowht here of yowre wellbeyng and
forthw* fum of yowre frenche and borgoyne. tidyngs ffor we in
thefe p’tyes be in grete drede left the french Kyng w' fum
affaults thuld in eny wife diftourbe yow of yor. foft fote and
fewre flepys but as yet we no thyng can here that he fo dif-
pofeth hy. ‘ : :

Mary we have herd fey that the Frowys of Broggys wt-there
hye cappes have gyven fum of yow grete clappys and that the
fete of her armys doyg is fuch that.they fmyte al at the mowthe
and at the grete ende of the thyeh but in faith.we care not for
yow for we know well that ye be gode ynowh at defence but
we here fey that they be of fuch corage that they gyve yow moa
ftrokys than ye do to the and that they ftrike forer than ye alfo
but I thynk that the englith Ladyes and Jentylwome and the pore
alfo can do as well as they and lyft not to lerne of them no thyng
and therefor we drede left ther hye corages fhuld meve them to

- . make yow warre alfo; but God defend for by my trowth than

have ye much to do for ht were bett’ and more efe for to labor
ilj or fowre dayes wt mattokks and pykeifys-to over turne yo*

{ande hills as we here faye ye do ryht wurfhipfully than only
one day to endure theyre fers encountrys fo as ye myht owther
gete or fave yo© wurfhippys by, and loke that ye truft to have no

Under the Dire&ion of this Letter, and in a hand of the time (I believe in Six John
Pafton’s hand) is written ¢ Jon Pympe,” ¢ xvj die Mar’ A°, E. 4. 17.” (16th day of
March, 17 E. IV.) being the date when the Letter was received.

I have given this Letter merely as a fpecimen of the humour of the time, which, though
indelicate, may I fear be matched by many a modern correfpondence.

Some Amour feems to be couched under the Simile of the Sparrow, the Barley, and
the Door, &c. :

refcow
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and’ better would, if they might hear of your well being, and
forthwith fome of your French and Burgundy tidings ; for we
in thefe parts be in great dread left the French King with.
fome affaults, fhould in any wife difturb you of your foft, fote.
[ faveet], and fure fleeps, but as yet:we nothing can hear that he:
fo difpofeth him. . ‘

Marry we have heard fay, that the Frows [/#omen] of Bruges,
with their high Caps, have given fome of you great claps; and’
that the feat of their arms doing is fuch, that they fmite all at-
the mouth, but in faith we care not for you, .for we know well
that ye be good enough at defence; but we hear fay, that they
be of fuch courage, that they give you more ftrokes than ye
do them, and that they ftrike furer than ye alfo; but I'
think that- the Englith Ladies, and Gentlewomen, and the
Poor alfo, can do as well as they, and lift [defire] not to
learn of them nothing; and thercfore we dread left their
high courages fhould move them to make you war alfo;
but God defend, for by my truth then have ye much to
do; for it were better and more eafe for to labour three
or four days with Mattocks and Pickaxes to overturn your
Sand hills, as we hear fay ye do right worfhipfully, than only
one day to endure their fierce encounters; fo as ye might
either get or fave your worthips by ; and look that ye truft to

The latter fa.rt of this epiftle fhews us what were the qualities of a Horfe at that time
moft efteemed.

The Writer was a Perfon of fome confideration, as he was to have had Sir J. Pafton’s.
Lodgings in London, and was Coufin to Sir J. Scot, Deputy Governor of Calais.
PL vi. N° 29,

have
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refcow of us for fo God me helpe we have y nowh to do in
thefe p’tyes w* the fame werrs. But in one thyng we preyfe
yowre fadneflys and difcreconys ryht much that is in kepyng of
yo' trewfe and pefe w* the Kyng of Fraunce as the Kyng hath
commaundid and a grete refon why for ht were to much for
yow to have werre w* all the world at onys ffor the werre a fore
feid kepith yow blameles ffor every refonable ma wetyth well
that ht is to much for eny pepyll levyng to do bothe at
onys,

Syr as for the more p'ts off my thowht I praye yow re-
" comaunde me un to yowr felf prayyng yow that y may con-
tynew in fuch cafe as yo* godenes hath taken me of old and
if ye lyft to fend eny tydyngs or other thjg to the partyes
that were wont to warme theym by yo® fyre in feith I fhall
do yo* erand. 7 7 -

And as for Barley ht is of the fame pryce that ht was wont
to be of and is the moft fure corne and beft enduryng that may
be, and Syr where that fumtyme was a lytyll hole in a wall is:
now a dore large ynowh and efy paflage whereof ye were the
devifer and have thank for yo* labor of fum p’tyes but no thyng
laftyth evyr. Y mene that y trow my paflfage fhall haftyly
faile me and the dore fhalbe thet up agayne, lefle than. Fortun
be agreable to have my counfeile kept for not long ago makyg
my entre at that paffage I faw a Sparow that ufeth thofe
ewrys and I faw her {ytt fo flille that y cowde not endure

but y, muft neds thote her and fo God me help I fmote her I.
trow evy to the hert and fo I drede me left owther the Barley
wyll
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have no refcue of us, for fo God me help, we have enough to do
in thefe parts with the fame wars.

But in one thing we praife your fadnefles [wifdoms] and '
difcretions right much, that is, in keeping of your Truce and
Peace, with the King of France, as the King hath commanded ;
“and a great reafon why, for it were too much for you to have
war with all the world at once, for the war aforefaid keepeth
you blamelefs, for every reafonable man weeteth well, that
it is too much for any people living to do both at once. Sir,
as for the more part of my thought, I pray you recommend
me unto yourfelf, ﬂpraying you that I may continue in fuch
cafe as your goodnefs hath taken me of old, and if ye lift
to fend any tidings, or other thing to the parties that were
wont. to warm them by your fire, in faith I fhall do your
errand. ~ ,

As for Barley, it is of the fame price that it was wont to
be of, and is the moft fure corn, and beft enduring that may be;
and Sir, where that fome time was a little Hole in a wall, is
now a Door large enough and eafy paflfage, whereof ye were the
Devifer, and have thank for your labour of fome parties, but
nothing lafteth ever; I mean that I trow, my paffage fhall
haftily fail me, and the Door fhall be thut up again; lefs then
[unlefs] Fortune be agreeable to have my Counfel kept ; for not
long ago making my entry at that paflage, I {faw a Sparrow
that ufeth thofe eireys, and I faw her fit fo ftill that I could not
- endure, but I muft needs thoot her, and fo God me help. I {mote
her I trow even to the heart; and fo I dread me left either the

' Barley
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wyll ete the Sparow or ells the Sparow wyll ete the Barley but
as yet all is well but refon fhewt me that ht muft neds fayle
by contynewauns lefle than I forfake bothe the Sparow and the
Barley alfo. | ,

Syr I have thank for the fhew that I onys made of yow and
daily gramercy, and ye theire prayer. ”

Syr forthemore I befeche yow as ye wyll do eny thyng for me
that ye fe o day for my fake and for yo* own plefure all the gode
Hors in Caleys and if ther be among theym eny pric horfe of
deds that is to fell in efpeciall that he be well trottyng of his
owne corage w' owte fort of fporis and alfo a * fteryng hors
if he be he is the bett’ I pray yow fend me word of his color -
. deds and corage and alfo of his pric’ feyn¥g as ye wold by hy
yorfelf and alto I wold have hy fumwhat large, not w* the
largeft, but no fmalle hors as more than a dowble hors prayyng
yow above all thyngs to have ths in remembrauns and that
haftily as may be for ther is late p’myfed me help to fuch an
entent and I wote not how long ht fhall endure and therfor
1 befeche yow fend me word by tyme.

I trow the Frenthe men have taken up al the godé¢ hors in
Pycardye and alfo they be wont to be hevy hors in labor and y*
I love not, but a hevy hors of fleth and lyht of corage y
love well, for y love no hors that wyll al way be lene and flender
like grehounds God kepe yow.

Yo~
3. Ppmpe.

Y pray yow to recomaund me to my cofy S*. John Scot and |
all his in efpeciall maftres * Benygfeld. v

83byrri.
# Margaret, Daughter of Sir John Scot, and wife to Edmund Bedingfeld.
2 CT-
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Barley will eat the Sparrow, or elfe the Sparrow will eat the
Barley, but as yet all is well, but reafon fheweth me, that it
muft needs fail by continuance, lefs then [unlefs] I forfake both
the Sparrow and the Barley alfo.

Sir, I have thank for the fhew that I once made of you and
daily gramercy [great thanks], and ye their prayer.

Sir, farthermore I befeech you, as ye will do any thing for
me, that ye fee one day for my fake, and for your own pleafure,
all the good Horfe in Calais, and if there be amongft them any
?prized horfe of deeds, that is to fell, in efpecial that he be

~well trotting of his own courage,  without force of Spurs, and
:alfo a * fteering horfe if he be, he is the better; I pray you fend

me word of his colour, deeds, and courage, and alfo of his
price, feigning as ye would buy him yourfelf, and alfo I would
have him fomewhat large, not with the largeft; but no finall
horfe, as [2; 70] more than a double horfe ; praying you above all
things to have this in remembrance, and that haftily as may be,
for there is late promifed me help to fuch an intent, and I
iwote not how long it fhall endure and therefore I befeech you

Lfend me word by time.

. I trow the French men have taken up all the good horfe in
Picardy, and alfo they be wont to be heavy horfe in labour,.
and that I love not, but a heavy horfe of fleth, and light of cou-
rage I love well, for I love no horfe that will always be lean and -
ﬂendcr liké Greyhounds. God keep you.

' Your,

‘ JOHN PY MPE
(Recd.) Sunday, 16th of March,
1476, 17 E. IY.

I pray you to recommend me to my Coufin Sir John Scot
and all his, in efpecial Mrs. * Bedingfeld.

* Quere, a horfc that obeys the rein.
Vor. 1I. Hh - L E T-
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L ELLER *LHUIT
To Maft. §. obn Pafton knight be this Lett, delyvered in Calis

R E S H amoroufe fihts of buntreys ferre and ftraunge
Have all * fordoone yor. old affeccon W
In plefurys new yo hert dooth fcore and raunge -
So hye and ferre that like as the Fawcon

On hym that wont was her feders to pyke and * ympe
Ryht fo forgoty ye have yo* pore pympe. o

That wrytith fendith and wifshith alday yor wele
More than his owne but ye ne here ne fe

Ne fey ne fend and evyr I write and fele

In p’fe and ryme as well as ht will be

Sum evyll tong I trow myfs fayeth of me

And ells yo faft and feithfull frendelynes

Ye thenk myflpent on fuch as I'T gefle. )

1 have here given a Letter written to Sir John Pafton in rhyme, as a fpecimen of the
Poetry of the age. .

It contains neither Anecdote, nor Information, except expreffing the Writer’s forrow
at the fear of having by his extravagances difpleafed Sir John-—the Simile of the Falcon
is bappily introduced. .

I wyll
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LETTER *LXXVIL

9o Mafler Sir Fobn Paflon, Knight, be this Letter delivered
at Calass.

R ESH amorous Sights of Countries far and ftrange
Have all * fordone your old affe@ion ;
In Pleafures new, your heart doth fcour and range
So high and far; that like as the Falcon
‘Which is aloft, telleth [, #akezh] {corn to look a down
On him that wont was her Feathers to pick and * imp;
Right fo forgotten ye have your poor Pymp.

That writeth, fendeth, and witheth all day your weal
More than his own ; but ye nor hear, nor fee,

- Neor fay, nor fend, and ever I write and feal

In profe and rhyme, as well as it will be;

Some evil tongue I trow mis~{aith of me

And elfe your faft and faithful friendlinefs

Ye think mis-fpent on fuch as I, I guefs,

By the Writer’s inquiry conccmmtgha Horfe, and his referring back to his former Letters,
this appears to have been written e latter end of March, or in April, 147 Y E. IV.
Pl vi. N° 2q.
* Deftroyed.
A term in Falconry, fignifying the adding a piece to a feather in a hawk’s wing.

Hh2 , . I will
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I wyll abate my cuftomable concourfe

To yow {o 3 coftuoufe whan fo evyr ye com agayn
Which that I fele of refon by the courfe .
Of my p’ferid f'vyce hath made yow {o unfayne
For veryly the water of the Fowntayne

Wt brede only forthw® yowre prefens

Me fhuld content much more than yo* expenfe.

But ay deme I thus that Fortun hath hyryd yow
For fhe but late of forowys moo than many

Hath rakyd un to myn hert an hepe more tha a moowe

And wuld that ye fhuld ley thereon on hye
Yor hevy unkyndenes to make ht faft to lye
And God know* well ht cannot 15g lye there
But ht wyll bryng me to the chirch bere.

T'ake ht awaye therefore y praye yow fayre
For hardyly my hert beryth hevy y nowh

For there is forow at reft as in hys chayre
Fixid fo faft w* hys p’kks rowh

That in gode feith I wote not wha I lowh

For Maft.. Pafton the thyng whereon my bliffe
_ Was holly fette is all fordoone I wyfle.

By yo'. Joun PyMPE, thes beyng

the vj Lettr, that I have fend yow.

3 Expenfive,

Alway
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I will abate my cuftomable concourfe,

To you fo 3 coftuous, when fo ever ye come again,

Which that I feel of reafon, by the courfe

Of my profferred fervice, hath made you fo unfain ;

For verily the Water of the Fountain

With bread only forthwith your prefence ,E
Me thould content much more than your expence. y

But aye deem I thus that Fortune hath hired you,

For fhe but late of forrows more than many

Hath raked unto my heart an heap more than a mow,
And would that ye fhould lay thereon on high

Your heavy unkindnefs to make it faft to lie,

And God know’t well it cannot long lie there

But it will bring me (n) to the church bier.

Take it away therefore I pray you fair,

For hardily my heart beareth heavy enough,
For there is Sorrow at reft as in his chair,
Fixed fo faft with his pricks [ prickles] rough,
That in good faith I wot not when I love,

For Mafter Pafton the thing whereon my blifs
Was wholly fet, is all fordone, I wis. ‘

By your ]OHN PyMrE,
this being the 6th Letter that I have fent you.
Always
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Alway prayyng yow to remembr the hors that I have in
every Lett™ wryten for, As thus that hit wuld plefe yow to
undreftond who hath the gentylleft hors in trottyng and fteryng
that is in Calis and if he be to fell to fend me word of hys pris
largenefle and colo® hytt is told me that the Maft, Port* hath
a coragioufe ronyd hors and that he wuld putt hy away by

caufe he is daungerous in companye and of that I forc not fo
' that he be not chorlifsh at a fpore as plungyng and alfo I fett
not by hym but if he trotte hye and ggtilly No more but God
kepe yow. .
e Jobn Ppmpe.
§ 3 by 12. ' ’

L ELTTER LEUITT

To my Ryght l%(/b)pﬁdl Moodr® Margret Pafion.

LE ASE it yow to weete y* I have receyvyd yowr Lett
wherein is remembryd the gret hurte y* by liklihod myght
flalle to my brother iff fo be y* thys matt’ betwyn hym and S-.
Thom’s Brewfes Doghtr’ take nott effee, wheroff I wolde be
as fory as hym felffe reafonably and alfo y* welthy and con-
venyent marriage y* fcholde be iff it take effe¢te wheroff 1

wolde
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Always praying you to remember the Horfe that I have in
every Letter written for; as thus, that it would pleafe you
* to underftand who hath the gentleft horfe in trotting and fteer-

ing that is in Calais, and if he be to fell, to fend me word of
his price, largenefs, and colour.

It is told me, that the Mafter Porter hath a courageous .
roaned horfe, and that he would put him away becaufe he is
dangerous in company, and of that I force.[care] not, fo that he

“ be not churlifh at a {pur, as plunging; and alfo I fet not by him,
but if [u4nlefs] he trot fome what hxgh and genteelly. No more,
but God keep you.

Latter End of March, or April,
1477, 17 E. IV,

JOHN PYMPE.

“L'E T T E R LXXVIL.
| To my right Wor/bipful Mother, Margaret Pafion.

EASE it you to weet, that I have received your Letter,
wherein 1s remembered the great hurt, that by likelihood
might fall to my brother, if fo be that this matter between
him, and Sir Thomas Brews’s Daughter take not effe&t ; whereof
I would be as forry as himfelf reafonably; and alfo the wealthy

~ and convenient marriage, that fhould be if it take effett ;
6 ‘ whereof
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wolde be as gladde as any man and ame bett’. content nowe
y* he fholde have hyr than any other y* evyr he was herto-
floor abowte to have hadde confyderyd hyr perfone hyr yowthe
and the ftok y* fhe is comyn offe, y¢ love on bothe fydes, y®
tendre flavor y* fhe is in w* hyr ffad® and mood", the kyn-
denefle off hyr fladr and moodr to hyr in dep’tyng w* hyr,
the ffavor alfo and goode conceyte y* they have in my bro-
ther, The Worfhypfull and vertuous dyfpoficon off hyr ffadr
and moodr whyche pnoftikyth y* of lyklihod the Mayde fholde
be vertuous and goode, all which concyderyd and the neceffary
relyffe y* my brother moft have, I mervayle the lefle y* ye have
dép’tyd and gevyn hym the man’ off Sperham in fuch fforme as
I have knowleche 6ff by W. Gornay Lomner and Skypwyth and
I ame ryght gladde to fe in yow fuche kyndenefle on to my
brother as ye have doon to hym, and wolde by my trowthe
lever than C L. y* it weer ffee {ymple londe as it is entay-
lyd, whyche by liklyhood fcholde profper w* hym and hys
blode the bett’ in tyme to come and fholde alfo neu’ caufe
debate in owr bloode in tyme to come whyche Godde dyffende
ffor that weer onnaturell. :

I'm another inconvenyence is, wher as I undrcﬁande y* the
man’ is gevyn to my brother and to hys wyff and to y° iffywe
bytwen them bygoten; Iff the cafe weer foo y* he and fhe

hadde

" In this Letter Sir John Pafton (Pl tv. N® g.) thows himfelf a kind and generous
Brother, in ﬁrmm;n g his Mother to give the Manor of Sparham, which appears to be
entailed on him and his nﬂ'ue, to his younger Brother; and though he cannot conf{clx-

entioufly



EDWARTD IV 241

whereof I would be as glad as any man; and am better
content now, that he fhould have her, than any other, that
ever he was heretofore about to have had, confidered. Her
Perfon, her Youth, and the ftock that fhe is come of, the Love
on both fides, the tender favour that fhe is in with her father
and mother; the kindnefs of her father and mother to her
in departing with her, the favouralfo, and good conceit that
they have in my Brother, the worfhipful and virtuous dif-
-pofition of her father and mother, which prognoﬁlcateth that,
of likelihood, the maid fhould be virtuous and good ; all which
confidered, and the neceflary relief that my Brother muft have,
I marvel the lefs, that ye have departed, and given him the
manor of Sparham, in fuch form as I have knowledge of by
W. Gornay, Lomner, and Skipwith; and I am right glad to fee
in you fuch kindnefs unto my Brother as ye have done to him ;
and would by my truth lever [rather] than an 100l. that it
were fee-fimple land, as it is intailed, which by likelihood fhould
profper with him and his blood the better in time to come, and
thould alfo never caufe debate in our blood [contention in our fa-
mily] in time to come, which God defend [fordid], for that
were unnatural, .

Item, another inconvenience is, whereas I underftand that
the manor is given to my Brother, and to his Wife, and to the
Iffue between them begotten ; if the cafe were fo, that he and

entioufly permit the entail to be defeated, as the Will of the Dead by this means would
not be performed, he very readily confents to enter into an engagemcnt to debar himfelf
from cver molefting his Brother or his Widow in their quiet poffeffions thercof.

Vo;.. 11. ) I: fhe
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hadde yflywe togedr a Dowtr or moo, and hys wyffe dyed and
he maried affir another and hadde iffywe a Sone, y* Sone
fholde have noon londe and he beyng hys ffadres: heyr, and
flor thenconvenyence y* 1 have knowe let in ur in cafe lyke
and yit enduryth in Kente by tweyn a Jentylman and his Suft’, |
wolde ye toke the advyce off yowr concell in thys poynt, and
that y* is paft yow by wrightyng or by promife I deme verrely
in yow y* ye dyd it off kyndenefle and in efchywyng off a moor
yll y* myght befall.

Im wher as it pleafyth yow that I fholde ratefye grawnt
or coferme the feyd gyfte on to my brother it is fo y* wt myn
honefle 1 may nott and ffor other cawfes, the Pope will fuffre
a thyng to be ufyd but he will nott lycence nor grant it to
be ufyd nor don and foo I, my Brother John knowyth myn
entent weel i now heer to ffoor in this mat’. I will be flownde
to hym as kynde a brother as I may be.

I'm, iff it be foo yt S*. T. Brews and hys wyft thynke yt
I wolde troble my brother and hys wyff in the feid man’ I
- can fiynde no meene to putte them in fywerte y* off but iff
it neede to be bownde in an obligacon w* a condicon y* I
fhalle nott trowble ner infet’ them therin. -
Il thynke y* fhe is made fywer i now in aftate in the londe
and that off Ryght I deme they fhall make noone obftacles at
my wryghtyng ffor I hadde neuw’ non’ aftate in the londe, ner
I wolde nott y* I had hadde. ‘

No mor to yow at thys tyme, but Allmyghty God have

. yow
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the had iffue together a Da{xglltervor moare; and his wife died,
and he married after another, and had iflue a Son, that Son
thould have none land, and he being [alihough be b¢] his father’s
Heir, and for the inconvenience that I have known late in ure
[#n practice] in cafe like, and yet endureth in Kent, between a
Gentleman and his Sifter, I would ye took the advice of your
counfel in this point, and that (which) is paft you by writing
or by promife, I deem verily in you, that ye did it of kinduefs,
and in efchewing of a more [a greater] ill that might befall.

Item, whereas it pleafeth you that 1 fthould ratify, grant, and
‘confirm the faid gift unto my Brother, it is fo, that with
mine honefty I may nof, and for other caufes.

The Pope will fuffer a thing to be ufed, but he will not li-
cenfe nor grant it to be ufed nor done, and fo I. '

My Brother John knoweth mine intent well enough hereto-
fore in this matter; I will be found to him as kind a Brother
as I may be. '

Item, if it be {o that Sir Thomas Brews and his Wife think
that I would trouble my Brother and his Wife in the faid
Manor, I can find no means to put them in furety thereof,
but if it need, to be bound in an obligation with a condition
that I fhall not trouble nor infet [infz/#] them therein. |

Item, I think that fhe is made fure enough in eftate in the
Iand, and that of right I deem they fhall make none obftacles
at my writing, for I had never none eftate in the land, nor
I would not that I had.

No more to you at this time, but Almighty God have you in
keeping. | , '

Iiz2 - Written
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Wiritten at Calais, the 28th day of March, in the 17th year
of Edward V.,
By your Son,

o JOHN PASTON, Knight.
Calais,
- Friday, a8th of March,
1477, 17 E. IV,

LETTER LXXIX
To Fohn Paflony Efquire.

IGHT worfhipful and heartily beloved Brother, I recom-
mend me to you, letting you weet, that as by Peirfe
Moody, when he was here, I had no leifure to fend an{wer in
writing to you, and to my Coufin Gurney, of your Letters, but
for a conclufion ye fhall find me to you as kind as I may be,
my confcience and worfhip faved, which, when I fpeak with
you and them, ye both fhall well underftand; and I pray
God fend you as good fpeed in that matter as 1 would ye had,
and as I hope ye fhall have ere this Letter come to you; and
I pray God fend you Iffue between you, that may be as ho-
nourable as ever was any of your Anceftors and theirs, whereof
I would be as glad in manner as of mine own; wherefore I
pray you fend me word how ye do, and if God fortune me to do
6 well,
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me to doo weell and be off any power, I woll be to S*.."Fhomas
Brewfe and my Lady hys wyffe a verry Song in lawe ffor
vowr fake and take them as ye doo and doo ffor them as iff
I weer in cafe like w* them as ye bee. No moor but Jh'e
have yow in kepyng. :

Wretyn at Caleys the xiiij daye off Aprill A° E. iiij. xvij°.

As ffor tydyngs her the ffrenthe Kynge hathe gothen many
off the towns off the Duk of Burgoyne as*® Seynt Quyntyns
Abevyle Motrell and now off late he hathe goten * Betoyne
and Hedynge wt the Caftell ther whyche is on’ off y* ryalleft
Caftells off the worlde and on Sonday at evyn the Ameralle
off Fraunce leyde feege at Boloyne and thys daye it is feyde
y* y© firenthe Kynge fhalle com’ thyddr and thys nyght it is
feyde y* ther was a Vyfion feyne abowte y* walls of 3 Boloyne
as it hadde ben a2 woman w* a mervylow{e lyght men deme y*
owr Lady ther will tfhewe hyrfelff a Lover to y* towne. God
fforfende y* it weer flrenfhe it weer worthe xI m' li. y* it wer
Englyfhe.

¢ 3, ?3&0“, '
11ibyy 3.

- This Letter again affures John Pafton of his brother’s intended kindnefs to him, his
Wife, and her Friends.
t St. Quintin, Abbeville, and Montreuil are all in the province of Picardy in France.
* Bethune and Hefden are in the province of Artois, in the French Netherlands.

iu@tr
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well, and be of any power, I will be to Sir Thomas Brewfe,
and my Lady his wife, a very Son-in-law for your fake, and
take them as ye do, and do for them as if I were in cafe like
with them as ye be. *

No more, but Jefu have you in keeping.

Weritten at Calais, the 14th day of April, in the 17th year
of Edward IV, _

As for tidings here, the French King hath gotten many of the
Towns of the Duke of Burgundy, as® Saint QJ}ntiu’s, Ab-
beville, Montreuil ; and now of late he hath gotten * Bethune
and Hedynge with the Caftle there, which is one of the royaleft
Caftles of the world; and on Sunday at even the Admiral of
France laid fiege at Bologne; and this day it is faid, that the
French King fhall come thither; and this night it is faid, that
there was a Vifion feen about the Walls of Bologne, as it had
been a Woman with a marvellous light;’ men deem that our
Lady there, will thew herfelf a Lover to that Town : God
forefend [ fordid] that it were French, it were worth 40,0004
that it were Englith.

* JOHN PASTON, Knight.

Calais,
Monday, 14th of April,
1477, 17 E. IV,

Paper Mark,
French Arms,
and I. E. S.

Pl. x11. N° 22,

3 This Town, on the Englith-Channel, in the province of Picardy, in France, which
Sir John efteems of fuch confequence, was taken by the Englifh, in the icign of Henry
VIII. but reftored again to France, on a raniom o: 200,000 Crowns.

The ftory of the Apparition fhews the fuperfiinen of the age, which immediately
afcribed it to the Care of our Lady, and as a fign of hcr protecting the place.

¢ Awograph. PL 1v. N°g.

LET-
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L €L LT CR LI

To Yobn Pafion Efquyer.
Recomand me to yow letyng yow weete y* I have fpoken
to * Herry Colett and entretyd hym in my beft wyfe ffor yow
foo y* at y* laft he is agreyd to a refonable refpyght ffor y*
xv li. y* ye fholde have payd hym at Mydfom’ as he feyth
and is gladde to do yow eafe or plefyr in all y* he maye and I
tolde hym y* ye wolde as I fuppofyd be heer at London herr
nott long to and than he lokyth afftr y* ye fholde com’ fee hym
ffor he is Sheryff and hathe a goodely hows. o

I my Lady off * Oxenfforth lokyth afftr yow and Arblaft’
‘bothe.

My Lord off * Oxenfford is nott comen in to Inglonde y* I
can p'ceyve, and fo y° goode Lady hathe nede off helpe and
cowncell how y* fhe thall doo.

No moor at thys tyme butt God have yow in kepyng.

Wretyn att London on Seynt Awdryes daye A°. E. iiij* xvij’.

Tydyngs butt yt yiftdaye my Lady Marqueys off * Dorfet
whych is my Lady Haftyngs Dowtr hadyd Chylde a Sone.

* Sir Henry Colet was Lord Mayor of London, in 1486.

3 Margaret, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salifbury; fhe was during the’

imprifonment of her Lord in great diftrefs.
3 John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was at this time a Prifoner in the Caftle of Hammes,

in Picardy ; what expectation there was of his coming into England at this time I know
not.
Ie
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It" my Lord Chamb'leyn is comyn hyddr ffro Caleys and
redyn w* y* Kynge to Wyndethor and y* Kyng will be her’
ageyn on mondaye. |

/ | s 3P R
$ Autograph, Pl 1v. N° .xz. ,

1mgby 4.

LELLTER LD
Un to the Ryght Wurfchepful Sr. Fobn Pafton knyght.

AST’ Pafton after all dew recomandacon and herty diffire

to here of your good hele Plefe yt you to wete, I have

fpoken w* S¢ John of Medilton as wel as I cowde and yt had ben
for myfelf for his Hoby that ye diffired, and tolde hym he
myght wel forbere hym nowe in as moche as Maftres Jane was
ded, and that yt is a great coft for hym to kepe moo hors than
he nedyth, and he anfwered me that he wold felle hym w* good
will, but ther fhuld no man bie hym under *x li. Flemefch,
and I offered hyrﬁ in your name x marke for he wold not here
We have in this Letter feveral Anecdotes of a public nature, relative to the wars in

‘France, and particularly concerning the Hoftilities committed by the French King on the
Pofleffions of the Heirefs of Burgundy.
of
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Item, my Lord Chamberlain is come hither from Calais, and
(is) ridden with the King to Windfor, and the King will be

here again ‘'on Monday. ‘
* JOHN PASTON, Kaight.

London,
Monday, 23d of June,
1477, 17 B IV,

LETTER LXXXL

* Unio the Right Worfbipful Sir Yobn Pafton, Knight.

ASTER Patfton, after all due reccommendation, and hearty
defire to hear of your good hele [beasith], pleafe it you

to weet, I have fpoken with Sir John of Middylton as well as
I could, and it had been for myfelf, for his Hobby that ye -
defired, and told him he might well forbear him now in as much
as Mrs. Jane was dead, and that it is a great coft for him to
keep more Horfe than he needeth; and he anfwered me, that

he would fell him with good will, but there fhould no man
buy him under * 10/ Flemifh ; and I offered him in your name,

* Between g and 61. Englifh, and equal in value to upwards of zol. at this prefent
time, apparently a great price for a Hobby.

Kka ' | 10 Marks,
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of nonle othief ambelyng horfe that ye wyght geve hym theefore,
And alfo my Lord diffited’ to liave bowse hym for -thd L&;d;
*Schauntrell that is Cheff Capteyn of * Seynt Ometsand he wold
no lefle lete my Lord have hym than xli. and fo my Lord
bowte another, and gave hym the feide Lord, for he thopghte
this to dere, neu’thelefle he wol not felle: hym t0 6O man under
that mony that Ke fette hym on, And fo ye may bye your
plefur in hym and ye left, for otherwyfe he wol not doo for
ou as I confeve. ' e

And as for tydyngs in theyfe p tyes, the Frenche Keng leyzth :
at Sege at * Seynt Omers on the on’ fide of the.town a myle of,
but he hath no gret Ordenaunce ther, and they of the town
fkyrmyth w' them eu’y day, and kepe a paffage halff a yyle wt
oute the town, And the French Keng hath brenned All the
townys and fayre Abbeys that were that way aboute Seymt
- Omers, 'and alf6 the Cornes weche ar there. And alfo as yt ys
feid¢ for ferteyn the French Keng hath brenned * Cafiell, that
ys myn hoold * Lady of Burgeynys Joynttor and all the countre
there aboute, whereby fhe hath loft a gret part of her Lyvelod,
and that is, a fherewed tokyn that he * menyth wel to- the
Keng howur Suﬁ'ereygn Lord when he iatendyth: to dnﬁroyo
her.

" Morou’ §. Phylep de Crevekere hath takyn them that were in
Fynys wt inne this iiij dayes to the noumbre of xiiij p'fonys
and the remfit where fled, and he had them to the French

® Ponton de Santrailles. A Nobleman of this name was taken prifoner by the Duke
of Bedford, before Beauvais, and was exchanged for Lord Talbot, when he was captured

at the battle of Pataie.
* A City of the French Netherlands, about 18 miles S.E. from Calais, anda part of

the Poflefions of the Houfe of Burgundy.
Keng,
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7o Marks, for he would not hear of none other ambling Horfe,
that ye might give him therefore. . )

- And alfo my Lord defired to have bought him for the Lord
* Schauntrell that is chief. Captain of Saint * Omers; and he
would ( for) no'lefs let my Lord have him than 1ol and fo my
Lord bought another, and gave him the faid Lord, for he thoughe
this too dear ; neverthelefs he will not fell hidi to no man under
that money, that he fet hin on, and fo ye may buy your pleafure
in him and ye hﬂ: for othervhfe he will niot do fo*r you as I
conceive,

‘And as for txdmgs in thefe parts, the Frencb Kxug lieth at
ﬁege at * St. Omers, on the one fide of the Town a mile’off,
but he hath no great Ordnance there; and they of the town
fkirmith with them every day, and keep a paflage half a mile
without the town ; and the French King hath brenped [burnt}
all the Towns, and fair Abbeys, that were that. way about St,
Omers, and alfo the Corns which are there.

And alfo, as it is faid for certain, the French King hath brenned
* Caflell, thatis my old * Lady of Burgundy’s Jointure, and all
the Country thereabout, whereby fhe hath loft a great part of her
livelihood ; and that is a threwd token that he * meaneth well to
the King our Sovereign Lord, when he intendeth to deftroy her.

Moreover Sir Philip de Creveker hath taken them that were
in Fynes within this four days to the number of 14 perfons, and
the remanent were fled, and he had them to the ¥rench King;
- 3 A Town fituated about 10 miles N. E. of St. Omers,

4 Margaret, Sifter to Edward IV.
3 This feems to be fpoken inirany.

and
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Keng, and he hath brentte all the place, and pulled down the
Towre and a part of the wall and difstroyed yt.

And as yt is feid yf the French Keng can not gete Seynt Omers
that he intendyth to brenge his Armye thorwe theyfe Marchys
into Flaundres, wherefore my Lord hath do brokyn all the
paffages excep Newham bryge, weche is wached and the Turne
Pyke fhette eu’y nyght. And, the feide French Keng w*inne
thefe iij dayes rayled grctely’ of my Lord to Tygyr Purfeunt
opynly byfore ij hundred of his Folks, wherefore yt ys thaught
here that he wold feynde a quarell to fett upon thys town, if
he myght gete avhitage, And as I underftonde the * Emp’o’ys
Sone ys maryed at ? Gaunte as this day, and ther cam w* hym
but iiij hundred horfc, and 1 can here of no moo that be comyng
in ferteyn, and in mony he brégyth w* hym an hundred thow-
fand * Dokets, wheche is but a fmalle thyng in regard for
that he hath to doo, wherefore I fere me fore that Flaundres
will be loft, And yf Seynt Omers be whonnyn all is gon in
my conceyt, neu’ the lefle they fay there thuld come gret powere
aftef the Emp’o’ys Son but I be leve yt not by caufe they have
ben fo long of comyng.

And I pray you to recomaunde me unto Sr. Tyrry Robfert
and that yt plefe you to lete hym knowe of your tydyngs
and hour Lord have you in his kepyng. :

¢ Maximilian, Son of the Emperor Frederick, married Mary, Daughter and Heir of
Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy.—She was the richeft Heirefs of her time, and
had been promifed by her Father to many Princes, and amongft the number to this Prince,
whom fhe now chofe for herfelf.——She was about 1g years of age at the time of her
marriage, in Auguft 1477, and lived anly five ar fix years after it.

At
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and -he hath brent all the place, and pulled down the Tower,
and a part of the wall, and deftroyed it.

And as it is faid, if the French King cannot get St. Omers,
that he intendeth to bring his Army through thefe Marches into
Flanders, wherefore my Lord hath do broken [caujed to be brokm]
3]l the paﬂ'ages, except Newham Bridge, whxch is watched and
the Turnpike fhut every “night.

And the faid French King within thefe three days railed greatly
of [on] my Lord to Tyger Pourfuivant, openly before two hui-
dred of his Folks; wherefore it is thought here, that he would
feign a quarrel to fet upon this town, if he-might get advantage.

And as I underftand, the * Emperor’s Son is married at
7 Ghent as this day ; and there came with him but four hundred
Horfe, and I can hear of no more that be coming in’ certain ;
and in money he brought with him an hundred thoufand * Du-
cats, which is but a fmall thing in regard for that he hath to do;
wherefore I fear me fore, that Flanders will be loft ; and if St.
Omers be won, all is gone in my conceit ; neverthele(s they fay
there fhould come great power after the Emperor’s Son, but -
I believe it not, becaufe they have been {o long of coming.

And I pray you to recommend me unto Sir Terry® Robfart,
and that it pleafe you to let him know of your t:.dmgs, and our
Lord have you in his keeping. \

7 A City of the Auftrian Netherlands, and the capital of Flanders.

* A Ducat of Gold is worth about 10s.~Of Silver, nearly gs.

9 Sir Terry Robfart, Knight, of Sidiftern, in Norfolk, by thc marriage of his Daugh.
- ter Lucy, to Edward Walpole, Efg. became an Anceftor to the prefent Earl of Orford.

He died in 1496.
Ar

(O3
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. . At Calais the Sunday next after hour Lady the Affumpfion, -

Your,

: 10 ',
114 by 83 €. Bedpngleld
** Edmund Bedyngfeld married Margaret, Daughter of Sir John Scot, Comptrollex
of Calais, and was created a Knight of the Bath, at the Coronation of Richard III.
. . Y

-

L €T L ER LEEIT
To my ryth 'reu_’.ent and worfehefal bufband Jon qum.

) YTH feu’ent and worfcheful hufbond I recomauide, me to

. . ~ L3 R J .

yow detyryng hertyly to 'her’ of yowr wylfar thankyng
yow for y* tokyn ye fent me be Edmide Perys preyng yow
to wete y* my modyr fent to my fadyr to London for a Goune
cloth of * Muftyrddevyllers to make of a Goune for me and
he tolde my modyr and me wanne he was comme hom’ yt
he cargeyt yow to beyit aftyr y* he was come oute of Londoq.
.1 pre yow if it be not bowt y* ye wyl wechefaf to byit and
fendyt hom’ as fone as ye may for I have no Goune to werr yis
wyntyr but my 'blak and my * grene a lyer and y* is fo comerus
y'I ham wery to weryt.

1 This word occurs more than oncé in thefe Letters, but the meaning of .it 1 cannot
afcertain to my own fatisfattion ; though perhaps it refers to fome place in France, where
the Cloth wa: manufa&tured. The following, however, appcars the moft fatisfactory expla-
nation: Mufterdevelers—Muftyrddevyllers, Moitie, or (as fometimes anciently and erro-
neoufly fpelt) Mefier de Velowrs, French, a Half-Velvet; or Meflis de Pelours, a
Baftard-Velvet. Mefloyant is alfo an old French word, fignifying demveen both. On the

prefcnt occafion, a proper allowance muft be made for the jmperfe&ions of female fpelling,
in ao age of unfettled orthography.
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At Calais, the Sunday next after the Affumption,

Your,

> EDMUND BEDYNGFELD.

- Calais, -
Sunday, 1 lz-lth of Auguﬁ
I47-7’ 17’

He was hnghlv in favour with Henry VII, who paid him a royal vifit at Oxburgh, im
Norfolk which fine Seat he built.——He dicd in 1496. Pl v1. N° 30.

LETTER’LXXXII

To my ngbt re'vermd and wor (b pful Hufband, jolm Pq/?an.

IGHT reverend and worfhipful Hufband, I recommend
me to you, defiring heartily to hear of your welfare,
thapking you for the Token that ye fent me by Edmund Perys,
prayihg ybu to weet that my Mother fent to my father to Lon-
don for a Gown cloth of * Muftyrddevyllers to make of a Gown
for me; and he told my Mother and me when he came home,
that he charged you to buy it, aftcr that he was come out of
London.

I pray you, if it be not bought, that you will vouchfafe to buy
ity and fend it home as foon as ye may. for I have no gown to
wear this winter but my black and my * green alyer, and thar s
fo cumberous that I am weary to wear it.

* Qu. Grenouilliere, Frog-colour.

Vor. II, L1 As



158 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

As for y¢ Gyrdyl y* my fadyr be heftyt me I fpake to hym
yer of alytyl befor he yede to London laft and he feyde to
me y° y° faute was in yow y* ye wolde not thynk yer uppe
on to do makyt but I fopofe yt ys not fo he feydyt but.for a
fkeufacion. I pre yow yf ye der takyt uppé on yowy' ye
wyl weche faf to do makyt a yens ye come hom’ for I hadde
ne&’ mor nede yer of yan I have now for I ham waxfe fo
fetys ye I may not be *gyrte in no barre of no Gyrdyl, yt 1
have but of on’ Elizabet Peverel hath leye fek xvor xvj wekys
of y* Seyetyka but fche fent my modyr word be Kate  yat fche
thuld come hedyr wanne God fent tyme yoow fche thuld be crod
in a barow. . ,

Jon of Dam’ was her’ and my modyr dyfkevwyrd me to hym
and he feyed be hrys trouth y* he was not gladder of no thyng
y* he harde thys towlmonyth yan he was yer of.

I may no leger leve be my crafte I am dyﬁ'ceawyrd of alie
men y {e me.

Of alle odyr thyngys-y* ye defeyreyd yat I thuld fende yow
word of I have fent yow word of ina lett’ y* I dede wryte on
ouwyr * Ladyis day lafte was y* holy trenyte have yow in hefe
kepyng.

Wretyn at Oxnede in ryth gret Haft on y* thrufday fext
before Seynt Tomas day. :

- I pre yow yt ye wyl wer y* ! ; reyng wt ye emage of Seynt

* Conception of our Lady, 8th of December. - _ ‘

$ This Ring, bearing the Image of her favourite Saint, being wor;x by her hufband
as aremembrance, might be looked upon as a guardian to her in her then fituation, and
be a means of preferving her from any difagreeable aceident,

Margrete



t

" As for the qudle that my father behefted [promifed] me, I
{Apake to him thereof a little before he yed [wems] to London
laft, and he faid to me that the fault was in you, that ye would
not think thereupon to do make it [fo have it made], but I
fuppofe that it is not fo, ke faid it but for a keufacion [an excufe] 5
I pray you, if ye dare take it upon you, that ye will vouchfafe
to do make it [f0 bave it made] againft ye come home, for I had
never more need thereof than I have now, for I have waxed fo
fetys [prettily] that I may not be * girded in no bar of no girdle,
that I have but of one. Elizabeth Peverel hath been fick fifteen
or fixteen weeks of the Scxanca, but the fent my Mother word
by Kate, that fhe fhould come hither when God fent time,
though the fhould be crowd [wheeled] in a barrow.

John of Dam was here, and my Mother difcovered me to him,
and he faid by his truth, that he was not gladder of nothing -
that he heard this twelvemonth, than he was thereof.

I may no longer live by my craft [cunning ], I am difcovered of
all men that fee me.

Of all other things that ye deﬁred that I fhould fend you word
of, I have fent you word of in a letter that I did write on * Our
Lady’s day laft was ; the Holy Trinity have you in his keeping. -

Written at Oxnead, in right great hafte, on the Thurfday

next before Saint Thomas’s day.
I pray you that ye will wear the * Ring with the Image of

O@cry, Was not this Letter written in the beginning of July, 1478, the Tranﬂmon.\ ‘
of St. Thomas being on the 7th, and the Vifitation of our Lady onthe 2d of July?
“ It will thus accord with Letter LXXXV.

Autograph. Pl vii.N°7
* The fame very natural thoughtoccurs in the ancient Ballad of Child Waters.

¢ My girdle of gold that was too longe,
¢¢ Is now too fhert for mee.’
See Percy s Colletion, ad edit. vol. ILL. p. 55,
L1z - Saint
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Margrete y* I fent yow for a rememraufc tyl ye come hom’
ye have lefte me fweche a rememraufe y* makyth me to thynk
uppe on yow bothe day and nyth wanne I wold fclepe.

Yours,

Pavgerp Pafton.

Paper Mark,
Crofs Keys,
Pl, x11. N° 19.

LELLCR L¥xIIT.
To my Rygbt wor/bypfull Modre Margret Pafion be thys delyu'ed.

LEASE it yow to weete y* wher as I entendyd to have
ben at home thys Mydfom’ and p’pofyd w* yowr goode
helpe to have bygonne uppon my ffadrys tombe fo y* it myght
have ben endyd thys fomyr, it is foo y* flor fuche cawfys as
ar nowe bygunne by twyen my Lorde off Suff’ and me ffor
the Manerys off Heylefdon, Drayton, &c. for whyche mat’is
I moft nedys be heer thys nexte terme therffor I deme it woll
be afftr Mydfom’ er than I can fee yow. |
Pleafe it yow alfo to weete yt I comonyd wt maft’ Pykenh’m
to weete iff he wolde bye the clothe off golde for foo moche as
he
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Saint Margaret, that I fent you for a remembrance, till ye
come home ; ye have left me fuch a remembrance, that maketh
me to think upon you both day and night when I would fleep.

Yours,

MARGERY PASTON.

Ozxnead,
Thurfday, 18th of December,
- 1477 17E. IV,

L ETTE R LXXXIIL

To my right wor/bipful Mother Margares Pafion, be this delivered,

LEASE it you to weet, that whereas I intended to have
been at home this Midfummer, and purpofed with your
good help to have begun upon my Father’s Tomb, fo that it
might have been ended this Summer; itis fo, that for fuch
caufes as are now begun between my Lord of Suffolk and me,
for the Manors of Heylefdon, Drayton, &c. for which matters
I muft needs be here this next term ; therefore I deem it would
be after Midfummer, ere than [before] I can fee you.
Pleafe it you alfo to weet that I communed with Mafter Py-
kenham to weet if he would buy the Cloth of Gold for fo much
' as
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he defyryd ons to have bowte it and he offryd me ens xx marke
therffor neu’thelefle it cofte me xxiiij yit nowe when y* I fpake
to hym ther off he refufyd to bye it and feyde y* he hadde nowe
fo many chargys y* he maye nott. Butt itis foo y*the Kynge
dothe mak fertayne copys and veftymentys off like clothe
whyche he entendyth to-gyve to the Coledge at * Foodryngdre
wher my Lorde hys ffadre is nowe buryed and he byethe at a

grete pryce. o S B
I comonyd w¢ the veftment maker ffor ‘to helpe me ffoothe
wt xij yerds and he hathe grauntyd me to doo as Whetleye can
telle yow, wherffor iff it pleafe yow that it be byftowyd ffor to
make a Towmbe ffor my fladre at Bfomholme, iff ye lyke to
fende it hyddr iffe it be folde T undretake or Mychelmefle y* ther
thalle be a Tombe and fomwhatt ellys ovyr my ffadris grave
on whoys Sowle God have merfye yt ther fhall noone be lyke it
in Norff and as ye fhalle be gladde herafftr to fee it, and God
fende me leyfer yt I inaye come home and iff Idoo not yit the
monye fhall be putte to noen other ufe butt kepyd by fome yt
ye truft tylle ytit may be byftowyd acordyg as is above wretyn -
and ellys I gyve yow cawfe nevyr to trufte me Whylle ye and ¥
lyve. When I was laft wt yow ye grauntyd y* the feyde Clothe
of Golde fholde be bywaryd abowte thys werke ye is abeve
wretyn whyche iff ye wylle perfforme Iundretake y* ther fhalle
: be

Te appears by this Letter that Sir John Pafton (Pl 1v. N° q.) feared that his Mother-
would not fend the Cloth of Gold to him, left he fhouldfell it, and not apply the money
to the purpofe of erecting a Tomb to the memory of his Father, who had now been dead

twelve years, He was buried very fumptooudly in Bromholm Priory, -and pro!;_abl:b 1:
m .
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i he defired ofice to have bought it, and he offered me once
20 marks (ig /4 6! 84.) therefore, neverthelefs it coft me 24/.
yet now, when I fpake to him thereof, he refufed to buy it;
and faid, that he had now {6 many charges that he may not.
- But itis fo that the King doth make .certain Copes and Veft-
ments of like Cloth, which he intendeth to give to the College
of * Fotheringhay, where my Lord his Father is nowburied, and
he buyeth at_a great price ; I communed with the veftment
maker for to help me forth with 12 yards, and he hath granted
to do, as Wheatley can tell you; wherefore, if it pleafe you
that it be beftowed for to make a Tomb for my Father at Brom-
bolm, if ye like to fend it hither, if it” be fold I undertake ere
Michaelmas, that there fhall be a Tomb, and fomewbat elfe
over my Father’s grave, on whofe Soul God have mercy, that
there fhall none be like it in.Norfelk ; and as ye fhall be glad
hereafter to fee it; and God fend me leifure that I may come
" home, dnd if I do not, yet the money fhall be put to none
other ufe, but kept by fome othdr that ye truft, till that it may
be beftowed according as is above written, and elfe 1 gwe 'you
caufe never to truft me while ye and I live.

When I was laft with you, ye granted, that the faid Cloth of
Gold thowld be bewdred [(expended in axebange) about, this worky
that is above written, which if ye will perform, I undertake

fuitable tomb fhould Rave becn immediately creéted, buf had been deferred by Sir John

from time to time on- account of the expence.
* Richard Plantagcnet, Duke of York, Father of King Edward IV. was flain in the

Battle of Wakefield, in December, 1460 ; his corpfe was fieft invorred at Pontefra®, bue
afterwards removed to the collegiate church of Fotheringhay.
o that
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be fuche a Towmbe as ye thalle be pleafyd at thowgh it coft me
xx marke off myn owne purfe befyde iff I ons fette uppon it.
No mor but I befeche Goode have yow in hys kepyng.

 Wretyn at London y* Wednyfdaye in Whyghtfonweke A°.

E. iiij" xviij°.  Pleafe it yow to fende me worde by Whatley oﬁ‘
yowr plefyr her i in,

By your Sone,

o Jobn {Patfon, B.
12 by 6 3. .

LELTER LFIU -
. 9o the Ryght Worfypfull S Yobn Pafon, Knyght.

GREET yow well andfend yow Goddys blyflyng and mf:
latyng yow wete y I have fent yow be Whetele y* Clothe
“of Golde chargyng yow yat it be not folde to nd other ufe yz
to y* p'rformyng 6f yowyr fadyrs toombe as ye fend me worde
in wrytyng, yfye fell yt to any othyr ufe by my trowthe P
fhall neu’ troft yow wyll I leve.
.- Remebyr y* y* cofte me xx" marke y° plcggyng owte of yt
and yf T wher not glad to fe y* made I wolde not dep’te from it.
Remebyr yow what charge Ihave had vt yow of late whyche

6 wyl
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that there'thall befuch'a Tomb, as ye fhall be pleafed with,
though it coft me 20 marks (134 6s. 84.) of mine own purfe
befide, if 1 once fet upon it.
- No more, but I befeech God have you in his kechg
" Written at London the Wednefday in Whntfun-week in the
18th year of Edward IV.

Pleafe you to fend me word by Wheatley of your pleafure
herein.

S P ByyourSon,"
SPTETIPR R S JOHN PASTON, Knight.
- London, ' .
' Wednefday, 13th of May,

" 1478,18 IV,

LETTER LXXXIV.
'To the Right Worfbipful Sir Jobn Paflon, Knight.

Greet you well and fend you God’s blefling and mine, letting

you weet that I have fent you by Wheatley the Cloth of
Gold, charging you that it be not fold to none other ufe than to
the performing of your Father’s Tomb, as ye fend me word in
writing ; if ye fell it to any other ufe, by my truth, I thall never
truft you while I live.

. Remember that it coft me 20 marks (134 6s. 84.) the pledg-
ing out of it, and if I were not glad to fee that made, I
would not depart from it. Remember you what charge I have

Vor, II. ‘M m had
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‘wyl not be for my eafe yi* ij yer, whan ye may bett’ I troft ye
whyll remembyr yt. .

* My Cofyn Cler’ dothe as meche cofte at Bromhom as whylle
drawe an C H. upon y* Defkys in y* Quere and ia qthyr places,
and Heydon in lyke whyfe and yf y* fhulde ne thyng he don
for y* fadyr yt wolde be to gret a fchame, for us alle and in cheffe
to fe hym lye as he dothe.

Alfo as I und’flond y* my Cofyn Robt Clere thynkyth gret
on kyndenefle in delyng wiyth hym of Pecoke for certeyn paf-
ture ¥* be grawntyd hym to- have and Pecoke hath letyn it to
othyr fuche as he lyfte to lete yt to not wfiondyng my Cofyn
hath leyd ye paftur w* hys Catell and Pecok hathe ‘firenyd
"them.

"1 thynk thys delyng s not as yt {hulde be. T wolde yt iche
of yow fhulde do for other and leve as Kynnyfmen and
Frendys, for fuche S’vawnts my make trobyll by twyxe yow,
wheche wher a ageynfte cortefy fo nyhe newbors as ye be, he
is a man of fubftance and worchyp and fo wylle be takyn in
thys fchyr and I wer lothe y* ye fhulde lefe y* good wylle
of fuche as may do for yow.

It’, wher as ye have begonne yo' cleyme m Heylyfdon and
Drayton. I pj God fend yow good fpede and foderance in yit.

The followmg is indorfed, ¢ Lra ]oln Pafton mil, p. qua patet.” ¢ Se fore in magrio
favore Regis.”

This Letteris in anfwer to that of Sir John Pafton to his Mother (Pl 11, N° 20.)
Qated 13th of May, 1478, and fhews the defire that fhe had that fome ‘Tomb thould °
be ere&ed over her Hufband’s Grave.

Ye
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had thh you of latc, which will not be for my eafe this two
years ; when ye may better, T truft ‘ye will remember it.

~ * My Coufin Clere doth as much coft at Bremholm as will
draw af 10o/. upon the Defks in the Choir, and in other places,
and Heydon in like wife, and if there theuld nothing be done
for your Father, it would be too great a ﬂ'xame for us all, and in
chief to fee him Tie as he doth.

Alfo as 1 underftand -that my Coufin Robert Clere thinketh
great uwkindnefs’ ifi” dealing with 1im’ of Peacock, for certain
pafture that ye granted him to have, ahd Peacock hath Tet it to
others, fuch' as he lift to let it to, 'notwi'thﬁéixldi“xlg my Coufin
hath 14id the pafture with his Cattle, and Peacock hath diftraina
ed’them. - I'think this dealing is-not as it thould be: I would
that each. of you fhould do’ for (the) other, and live as Kinf-
ren-and Friends; for fuch Servants may make trouhle betwixt
you, which were againft courtefy, fo near 'ne'igh‘bour's as ’ye be.
He fs 2 man of fubftance and worthip, and fo will be taken in
~ this thire; and I were loth that ye fhould Yofe the good will of
fuch as :may do for you.

Item, whereas ye have begun your claim in Hellefdon and
Drayton, I pray God fend you good fpeed and furtherance in it; |

* William or Thomas Clere ; they both died without iffue, and were fucceeded by
Robert their next brother, who was knighted in 1494, and died in 1529. The advice
which fhe gives her Son refpecting his behaviour towards this Gentleman, thews her to be
2 woman of fenfe and difcernment.

Mm2 ye
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Ye have as good a feafon as;ye wulde wyfche confyderyng y*
yo* Adu’fary ftandys not in beft favyr wt y* Kynge.

Alfo ye have y® voyfe in yi* Contre y: ye may do as meche w'
y* Kyng as any Knygth y* ys longyng to y¢ Corte, yf yt be fo
I pray God contjnu’yt,, And al{o y* ye fhuld mary rygth nygth
of y° *Qwenys blood qwat fche ys we are not as certeyn
but yf yt be fo y* yowyr lond fchuld come agayne by y* reafon
of yo* maryage and to be fett in reft at y° Reu’ence of God for
fake yt nowt yf ye can fynde in yof harte to love hyr foy*
~ {che be fuche .on’ as ye can thynke to have Ifflu by or ellys

by my trowthe I had rather y* ye new’ maryd in yo lyffc

Alfo yf yowyr mater take not now to good effecte ye and all
yowyr frendys may repent them y* ye began yor. cleyme w'
owte yt ye havie ‘take fuche a fuyr wey as may be to yo' intent
for many incovenyens yt may falle ye* of God fend yow good
fpede in all yowyr maters.

Wretyn at Mawteby y day aft’ Seyt * Auftyn i in May y xvn}
yer of Kyng Edward y° m_) .

12 by 10. . %e !'anc $Podpr. -

3 Somc Lady of the Woodvile or Widvile fam:ly

LC €
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ye have as good a feafon as ye would wifh, confidering that
your Adverfary ftands not in beft favour with the King.

Alfo ye have the voice in this Country, that ye may do as
much with the King, as any Knight that is belonging to the
Court; if it be fo, I pray God continue it; and alfo that ye
fhould marry right nigh of the * Queen’s blood ; what fhe is we
are not as certain, but if it be fo, that your Land fhould come
again by the reafon of your marriage, and to be fet in reft,
at the reverence of God forfake it not, if ye can find in your
heart to love her, fo that fhe be fuch one as ye can think to have
Iffue by, or elfe by my truth, I had rather that ye never married
in your life

Alfo, if your matter take not now to good effe, yeand all
your Friends may repent them that ye began your claim, with-
out that ye have taken fuch a fure way; as may be to your intent,
for many inconveniencies that may fall thereof God fend you
good fpeed in all your matters.

"Written at Mawteby the day after Saint ¥ Auﬁm in May, the
18th year ‘of King Edward the IVth ' '

: " By your Mother.
Mawteby, D .

Tuefc ay, 26th of May,
1478,18 E. IV,

-3 St, Augutftine, a5th of May. .

LET-
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L ET T ECH LI

To Fobn Pafion efguyer be thys Lettre delyd’ yd or tr my M'eﬁrw?
bys wyffe at Norwpeh 1o delyw’ to bym.

ROTHER John I recomaund me to yow and I thanke
God my Suftr yowr wyffe and yow off my flayr Nevywe
Cryftofore whyche I undreftande ye have wher off I ame ryght
gladde and I praye God fende yow manye if it be hys plefyr,
neu'thelefs ye be nott kynde y* ye fende me no wetyng ther off
I hadde knowlege by ffootemen or ew’ ye kowde ffynde ‘any
Mefleng® on horfbak to brynge me. worde theroff.
§. it is foo y* the Dukc off * Bokyngh’m fhall come on Pil-
- grymage to * Walfyngh m and fo to Bokenh’m Caftell to my
Lady hys * Suftr, and thes it is fuppofyd y* he fhalle to my
Lady off * Norff’, and myn Oncle Will'm comythe wt hym and,
he tellyth me y* theris like to be troble in the mman® off Oxenhed
wherffor I praye yow take hedde lefle y* the Duke off Suff
coucell pley therw' now at the * vacacon off the Beneffyfe as
We fee by this Account the methods practifed by the great. men ¢‘>f the time to get
pofleffion of Eftates and Benefices ; and we arcinformed of the King’s Intention of fitting

as a2 Judge totry a Criminal : the Anecdotes likewife of the Earl of Oxford are cu-
rious.

1 Henry Stafford; he was beheadedin 1483, 1 Richard III.

2 Pilgrimages to our Lady of Walfingham, in Norfolk, wcre at this time undertaken
by all ranks of people from the King to the Beggar.

they
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LETTER LXXXV.

To j‘olm .Paflon, Efquire, be this Letter deliveredy or 0. my Mifirefs
bis Wife at Norwich, to deliver to bim.

ROTHER John, I recommend me-to you, and I thank
God, my Sifter your Wife, and you, of my fair Nephew
Chriftopher, which I underftand ye have, whereof I am right
glad, and I pray God fend you many, if it be his pleafure ;
"neverthelefs ye be not kind, that ye fend me no weeting thereof ;
I had knowledge by Footmen, or ever ye could find any meflen-
ger on horfeback to bring me word thereof, :
- Sir, it isfo, thatthe Duke of ' Buckingham fhall come on
Pilgrimage to * Walfingham, and fo to Bokenham Caftle: to
my Lady his *Sifter; and then it is fuppofed that he fhall to
my Lady of * Norfolk, and mine Uncle William cometh with
him ; and he telleth me, that thereis like to be trouble in the
Manor of Oxnead ; wherefore I pray you take heed, left that
the Duke of Suffolk’s Council play therewith now at the * Va-
cation of the Benefice, as they did with the Benefice of Drayton,

3 Joan, Sifter to Menry, Duke of Buckingham, was the fecond wife of Sir William
Knevet, knight, of Bokenham Catftle, in Norfolk.

4 Elizabeth, . Widow of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk.

s Agnes Pafton, Grandmother to Sir John, (Pl. 1v. N° g.) prefented Thomas
Everard to the Reflory of Oxnead in 1475, and in.1479 fhe again prefented Willjam
Barthulmew ; fo that the Duke of Suffolk either did not attempt to difturb her right, or
at leaft did not fucceed, if he endeavoured to do it,

- which
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they ded w* the Beneffice off Drayton, whyche by the helpe oft
M. John Salett and Dofie hys man ther was a2 Qwefte made
by the feyde Donne y* flownde y* the Duke off Suff® was verrye
Patrone whyche‘ was ffalfe yitt they ded it ffor an evydence,
but ‘nowe iff any fuche pratte fcholde be laboryd it is I hope
in bettr cafe ffor fuclie a thynge moft needs be ffownde byffor
Maft’ John Smyth whyche is owr olde fireende wherffor 1 praye
yow labor’ hym yt iff neede bee he maye doo ufe a ﬁ'reends
torne therin. . .

_I'm bothe ye and I moft neds take thys mater as owr owne
and it weer flor noon other cawfe butt ffor owr goode Grawnt
Dames fake nev’thelefle ye woote well thatt ther is an other
_entre{Te longyng to ufle afftr her dyfceafe, iffe ther be: :any fuche
thynge begune ther by fuche a Fiyer or Preft as it is feyde
1 mervayle yt ye fente me no worde ther off, butt ye have
now wyffe and chyld and fo moche to kar ffor thatt ye ff‘o,--
gete me.

As for tydyngs her I her telle y* my Cofyn S-. Robt Chémb’;
~ leyn hathe entryd the man of Scolton uppon yowr Bedffelawe,
Conyerfe wheroff ye fende me no worde.

"1m yonge Willlm 7 Brandon is in warde and areﬁyd ffor
_thatt -he {cholde have by fforce ravyfshyd and fwyvyd an olde
Jentylwoman and yitt was nott therw: cafyd butt fwyvyd hyr
oldeft Dowtr and than wolde have fwyvyd the other Suftr bothe
wherffor men fey flowle off hym and that he wolde ete the

¢ A word at this time, implying a Friend, or. intimate Acquaintance, who really flept
in the fame bed.——Sce Steevens’s Shakfpeare, Henry V. AQII Se. ]I

Henne
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which by the help of Mafter John Salett and Donne his man,
there was 2 Queft (Jngwef) made by the faid Donne, that
found that the Duke of Suffolk was very Patron, which was falfe,
yet they did it for an evidence; but now if any fuch Prat
(Prattice) fhould be laboured, it is I hope in better cafe, for
fuch a thing' muft needs be found before Mafter John Smyth,
who is our old Friend; wherefore I pray you labour him,
that, if need be, he may do us a friend’s turn therein.

Item, both ye and I muft needs take this matter as our own,
and it were for none other caufe, but for our good Grandam’s
fake; neversthelefs ye wote well, that there is another Entrefs
(Intereft) longing to us after her deceafe; if there be any fuch
thing begun there by fuch a Fryer or Prieft, as it is faid, I
marvel that ye fent me no word thereof ; but ye have now Wife
and Child, and fo much to care for, that ye forget me.

As for tidings here, I hear tell that my Coufin Sir Robert
Chamberlain hath entered. the Manor of Scolton upon your
° Bedfellow Conyers, whereof ye fend me no word.

Item, Young’ William Brandon is in ward and arrefted for
that he thould have by force ravifhed and fwived an old Gentle-
womar, and yet was not therewith eafed, but fwived her eldeft
Daughter, and then would have fwived the other Sifler both ; -
wherefore men fay foul of him, and that he would eat the

7 We are not told who this William Brandon was, therefore it muft remain uncertain
whether he was related to Sir William Brandon or not.

Vor. 11, Nn . Hen
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Henne and alle hyr Chekyfiys and fom feye y* the Kynge
entendyth to fitte uppon hym and men feye he is lyke to be
hangyd ffor he hathe weddyd a wedowe. ' |

I'm as ffor the Pagent y* men fey yt¢ the Erle off* Ox-
enforde hathe pleyid atte Hammys I fuppofe ye have herde
theroff itt is fo longe agoo I was not in thys contre when
the tydyngs come therfor I fent yow no worde theroff.

Butt ffor cGclufion as I her feye he lyepe y° wallys and
wente to y* Dykeand in to y* Dyke to y°® chynne to whatt
entent I can nott telle fome fey to ftele awey and fome thynke
he wolde have drownyd hymfelffe, and fo it is demyd.

No mor but I ame nott fertayne whether I thall come home
in haft’ or nott.

Wretyn at London the daye nexte Scynt * Bartelmewe A°.
E, iiij8 xviij°.

Jobu Paffon, i,

11 § by 1ed. _
- , £
! Johnde Vere, Earl of Oxford, had been for feveral years a Prifoner in the Caftle 0
Hammes, in Picardy.
He became a great Favourite of Henry VII. and died in the reign of Henry VIII.

1L¢ T
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Hen and all her Chickens; and fome fay that the King intend--
eth to fit upon him, and men fay, he is like to be hanged, for
he hath wedded a Widow. :

Item, as for the Pagent (‘Pageant) that men fay that the Earl
of * Oxford hath played at Hammes, I fuppofe ye have heard
thereof ; it is fo long ago, I was not in this country when the
tidings came, therefore I fent you no word thereof, but for .
conclufion, as I hear fay, he leaped the Walls, and went to
the Dyke, and into the Dyke to the chin; to what intent I
cannot tell ; fome fay, to fteal away, and fome think - he would
« have drowned himf{elf, and fo it is deemed.

No more, but I ain not_certain whether I fhall come home in
hafte or not.

Written at London, the day next Saint * Bartholomew, in
the 18th year of Edward IV.

JOHN PASTON, Knight.

London, Sunday or Tuefday,
23d or 25th of Auguft,
1478, 18 E. IV,

* 24th of Auguft.

6 " Non2 . LET
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LEET LT CR LAUT
Toy* Ryght worfbypfull Mefirelle Margret Paften %z thys delywyd. ,
o . o i
LEASE it yow to weet y:I have ben heer. at London & xiiij
nyght whecoff the fiyrft 1t dayéd I wwas in fuche Heer off
the Syknefle and alfo flfownde my chambr and; ftuffe:nort fo
clene as I demyd whyche troblyd  me foor and as . I tolde yow at
my dep’tyng I was nott weell menyed ffor I hadde nott pafte
x marke wheroff T dep’tyd xI* to be delyu’yd off my olde
bedfelawe and then 1 rode be yonde Donftaple and ther fpake w
on off my cheffe Witneffis whyche p’tﬁyfcd me to take labor
and to gete me wryghtyngs towchyng thys mat’ bytwyen me
and y* Duke of ' Suff” and I rewardyd hym xx* and then as I
informyd yow I payed v m'rke incontynent uppon ry comyng
byddr to replegge owte my Gowne off Velwett and other Geer.
And then I hopyd to have borowyd fome off Townefend and
he hath ffoodyd ne fforthe evyrfynys and in effee I cowde
have at y® moft and at y* foneft yift’daye xx*. wherffor I befeche
yow to p'veye me C* and alfo to wryght to Pekok y* he p'veye
me as moche C* whyche I fupofe y* he hathe gaddryd at Pafton

and

This is the laft Letter from Sir John Pafton (Pl. 1v. N© 9-) who died on the 15th of
November following, but whether of the Sicknefs (which he feems in this Letter fo
much to fear) I cannot difcover. He here complains of ficknefs of body, and feems to

bave
e
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L EET T E R LXXXVL
To the right wor/bipful Miftrefs Margaret Pafton, be this delivered,

JDLEASE it you to .weet, that I have been here at London a

- fortnight, whereof the firft four days I was in fuch fear of
" the Sicknefs, and alfo found my Chamber and Stuff not fo clean
as I deemed, which troubled me fore; and as I told you at my
departing, I was not well monied, for I had not paft ten Marks
(6. 135. 4d.) whereof 1 departed 40s. to be delivered of my old
Bedfellow ; and then I rode beyond Dunftable, and there fpake
yvith one of my Witnefles, which promifed me to take labour,
and to get me writings touching this matter, between me and
the Duke of * Suffolk, and I rewarded him (with) 20s and
then, as I informed you, I paid five Marks ('3/. 65s. 84.) in-
continent (immediately) upon my coming here to repledge out
my Gown of Velvet and other Geer; and then I hoped to hav,
borrowed fome of Townthend, and he hath fooded (come) not
" forth ever fince, and in effe¢t I could have at the moft, and at the
" fooneft yefterday 20s. wherefore I befeech you to purvey me an
100s. and alfo to write to Peacock, that he purvey me as much,
100s. which I fuppofe that he hath gathered at Pafton and other

‘have likewife much uneafinefs of mind.—The Lands at Caifter, Hellefdon, &c. were a
Conftant trouble to him from the Claims of the Duke of Norfolk, Suffolk, &c.

% John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk,
Places,
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and other placs by thys tyme, ffor w* owte I have thys xli.
as God helpe me I ffer I fhalle doo butt litell goode in noo
mat’ nor yitt I woote nott howe to come home but iff I have it,

This Geer hathe troblyd me fo y* itt hathe made me moor
than halffe feke as God helpe me. .

It’ I undreftande y* myn Oncle Willm hathe made labor to
yexchet’ and y* he hathe bothe a Wrytte off effend clowfyth
extra& and alfo a fup’cedeas. I have wretyn to y¢ Exchet’ ther
in off myn entent, iff myn Oncle hadde hys Wyll in that yitt
fholde he be new’ the nerre the londe butt in effe@e he thold
have thys advantage whyche is behovefull flor a weyke mater,
to have a colour or a clooke or a botrafe.

But on tywefdaye 1 was w* y* Byfshop off * Hely whyche
thewyth hymfelffe goode and worfhypfull and he feyde y* he
‘fholde fende to myn Oncle Will'm y: he fholde nott procede in
no fuche mat’ till y* he fpeke w* hym and moor ovyr yt he fholde -
“cawfe hym to be heer haftelye, in whyche mat’ is no remedy
"as nowe but iff it wer foo y* y* Exchetor iff he be entretyd to

fytte by myn Oncle Willm whyche p’cafe he fhall nott, y* iff
my brother John and Lomnor have knowleche off the daye and
they myght be ther Lomnor can geve evydence i now in that

mater w* ownte y* boke, and mor ovyr y* they fee bothe the lett’

and the other Noote y* I fente to y* Exchetor and w* helpe off

the Exchetor all myght be as befte is and iff my brother and

Lomnor take labor her in 1 fhall recdpence ther cofts.

Wretyn in hafte w* {chort advifement on the ffrydaye next
~ Sevnt Symonds and Jude A°. E. iiijt. xix°.

* John Mortcn, afterwards Archbithop of Canterbury, &c..
Late
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Places, by this time ; for without I have this 10/. as God help
me, I fear I thall do but little good in no matter, nor yet I
wote not how to come home, but if (unlefs) 1 have it.

This Geer hath troubled me fo, that it hath made me more

than half fick, as God help me.
Item, I underftand that my Uncle William hath made labour

to the Efcheator, and that he hath both a Writ of effend :
clofeth extr; and alfo a Superfedeas. I have written to the
Efcheator therein of mine intent, if my Uncle had his will in
that, yet thould he be never the nearer the Land, but in effect
he fhould have the advantage, which is behoveful for a weak
" matter to have a colour, or a cloak, or a buttre{s ; but on Tuef-
day 1 was with the Bifhop of * Ely, who theweth himfelf
good and worfhipful ; and he faid that he fhould fend to mine
Uncle William, that he fhould not proceed in no fuch matter,
till that he {peak with him ; and moreover that he thould caufe
him to be here haftily ; in which matter is no remedy as now,
but if (unlefs) it were fo, that the Efcheator, if he be entreated
to fit by mine Uncle William, which per cafe he fhall not, that
if my brother John and Lomnor have knowledge of the day,
and they might be there ; Lomnor can give evidence enough in
that matter without the book ; and moreover that they fee both
the letter and the other note, that I fent to the Efcheator, and
with help of the Efcheator all might be as beft is; and if my
brother and Lomnor take labour herein, I fhall recompence their
cofts. »

Wrritten in hafte with fhort advifement on the Friday next

Saint Simon and Jude, in the 19th year of Edward 1V.
' Let
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- Late my brother John fe thys bille for he knoweth mor off
thys mater.

obn Patton, B.

12 by 84, 3obn P ’

APla;per Mark,
laggon, or
Chal%ge

Pl x11. N° 20,

L CLTER ‘i%%%miﬂ-

To my R_ygbt worchepfull Modyr Margaret Pqﬂon at Seyt
Petr of Hundgate.

YGHT worchepfull Modyr aftjr all dwtes of humble
recomendacyon as lowly as I can I befeche yow of yor
dayly blyflyng and preyes and Moder thn Clement Berer
heroff can tell yow the mor pite is if it pleafyd God that my
brodyr is beryed in the Whyghte Fryers at London whych I
thought fhold not have ben for I fuppofyd that he wold have
ben beryed at Bromholme and that caufyd me fo fone to ryd to
". London to have p'veyd hys bryngig hom and if it had ben hys
wylle to have leyn at Bromholm I had p’pofyd all the wey as I
have redvn to have brought hom my * Grauntdam’ and hym to
gedyrs

On the back of this Letter is written in an ancient hand, ¢ a Lr’ fent from Jo Pafton

(PL 1v. N° @) to his mother touching the Buryall of his Brother Sir John Pafton in

Loandon."” .
Sir
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Let my brother John fee this bill, for he knoweth more of
the matter.

o JOHN PASTON, Knight.
London,

Friday, 29th of O&ober,

1479, 19 E.IV. _—

LETTER LXXXVIL

To my right worfbipful Mother, Margares Pafton, at St.
Peter’s of Hungate.

RIGHT worfhipful Mother, after all duties of humble
recommendation, as lowly as I can, I befeech you of your
daily blefling and prayers; and Mother, John Clement, Bearer
hereof, can tell you the more pityis, if it pleafed God that my
Brother is buried in the White Fryers at London, which I
thought fhould not have been ; for I fuppofed that he would
have been buried at Bromholm, and that caufed me fo foon
to ride to London, to have purveyed his bringing home ; and

if it had been his will to have lain at Bromholm, I had purpofed’

all the way as I have ridden, to have brought home my * Grandam

Sir John Pafton died on the lgth of 'November, 7479, 19 Edward IV. aged between

thirty and forty years,Ifhould fuppofe nearly forty. This Letter therefore was written
in November 1479. '

* Agnes, Daughter and Coheir of Sir Edmund Berry, knight, and. Widow of Sir °

William Pafton, knight, died in 1479.
Vor. II. . Qo and

-
a
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gedyss but that p’pafe is voyd as mow, but thys I thynke to
go when I com to London to fpek w* my Lord * Chamb'leyri
and to wynne by his meanys my Lord of *Ely if I can and
if 1 may by eny of ther meanys caufe the Kyng to take my
fervyfe and my 4 quarrell to gedyrs 1 wyll and I thynk that
S*. George * Brown S7. Jamys Radclyff and other of myn a-
queyntance whyche wayte moft upon the Kyng and lye nyghtly
in* hys * €hamber wylt put to ther good wyllys thysis my
wey as yet. And Modyr I befeche yow as ye may get or
fend eny meffengers to fend me yo© avyfe and my cofyn Lome-
ners to John Leeis hows Taylere w* in Ludgate. I have
myche more to wryght but myn Empty hed wyll not ket me
remebre it. .

Alfo Modyr 1 prey that my brodyr Edm6d may ryd to Mar-
ljgforthe Oxenhed Pafton Crowmer and Caft’ and all thes
maners to entre in my name and ta lete the tenits of Oxenhed
“and Marlyngfor know that 1 fent no word to hym to take no
mony of theym but ther attornement wherfor he wyll not tylk
he her fro me ayen axe hem non but lete hym comand theym.
to pay to Serviits of myn oncles nor to hymfylff nar to non
othyr to hys ufe in peyne of payment ayen to me I thynk if

ther fhold be eny money axid in my name p’aventure it wold:

3 William; Lord Haftyngs.
4 John Morton, afterwards Archbithop of Canterbury, and Lord Chancellor.
This muft relate to his Difpute with the Duchefs of Norfolk, relative to Caifter,.
or to fome Difputes with his. Uncle William. Pafton, comcerning other Manors and’

Eﬁatc 5. }
. . make.
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ahd him together, but.that purpofe is void as now; but this I
think to do when 1 come to London, to fpeak with my Lord
* Chamberlain, and to win by his means my Lord of *Ely if I
can ; and if I may, by any of their meaus, caufe the King to
take my fervice and my * quarrel together, I will ; and I think
that Sir George * Brown, Sir James Radcliff, and others of mine
acquaintance, which wait moft upon the King, and lie nightly
in his ® Chamber, will put to their good wills: this is my
way as yet, .

And Mother, I befeech you, as you may getor fend any mef~
fengers, to fend me your advice and my Coufin Lomenor’s, to
John Lee’s houfe, Taylor, within Ludgate.

I have much more to write, but my empty head will not let
me remember it. :

Alfo Mother I pray that my brother Edmund may ride to
Marlingford, Oxnead, Pafton, Cromer, and Caifter, and in all
thefe Manors to enter in my name, and to let the Tenants of
Oxnead and Marlingford know, that I fent no word to him to
take no money of them, but their Attornment; wherefore he
will not till he hear from me again afk them none, but let him
command them to pay to Servants of mine Uncle, nor to him-
felf, nor to none other to his ufe, in pain of payment again
to me; I think if there fhould be any money atked in my
name, peradveﬁture it would make my Lady of Norfolk againft

s Of Beechworth Caftle, in Surry; he affifted the Duke of Buckingham, in 1484,
® Thefe feer to have been the ¢ Efquires of the King’s Body,” who lay in his

Chamber.,
Oo2 me,
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make my Lady of Norf aynft me and caufe hyr to thynk
I dellt more contrary to hyr plefure than dyd my brodyr whom
God p’don of hys gret mercy. I have fent to entre at Stanfted
and at Orwellbery and I have wretyn a bylle to Anne Montgomery
and Jane Rodon to make my Lady of Norff’if it wyll be.

Yor Sone and humble Servnt,

3. Paffon,

113 by 63.

ORIGI-
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me, and caufe her to think I dealt more contrary to her plea-
fure than did my brother, whom God pardon of his great
mercy ! .

I have fent to enter at Stanfted and at Orwellbury; and I
have written a bill to Anne Montgomery and Jane Rodon, to
make my Lady of Norfolk if it will be.

Your Son, and humble Servant,

JOHN PASTON.

November, 1479.
19 E. IV'. ”

ORIGI-
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L e TER T
To my ryth worchepfull bufbond §obn Pafton be y* delyi'yd in baft.

LESYTH yow to wete y° John Wellys and hys brodyr

told me thys nyth y* the Kyng lay at Cambryge as yeftyrs
nyth to Sandwyche ward for ther is gret dyvy{yen be twyx the
Lordys and the Schypmen ther that caufyth hym to goo thedyr
to {e a remedye therfor. :

1 thank God that John Pafton yed non erftforthe for I truft to
God all fchall be do er he comyth and it is told me that Syr
John Howard is lek to lefe hys hed.

If it plefe yow to fend to the feyd Wellys he {chall fend yow
mor tydyngys than I may wryt at thys tyme.

God have yow in hys kepyng. Wretyn in haft at Thet-
sord at xj of the clok in y° nyth the fame day I.dep’tyd fro
yow. I thank Pampyng of hys good wyll and them y* wer
caufe of changyng of my hors for they ded me a bettyr torne

The tidings contained in this Letter, Margaret Pafton (Pl. 11. N° 25.) thought of

* fufficient confequence, as her Son appears to have been on his way-to join thefe forces, to
fend in a Letter to her hufband, though fhe had left him only that day.

6 than
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LETTER L

To my right wor/bipful bufoand, Fobn Paflon, be this delivered in hafte

LEASETH you to weet, that John Welles and his brother
told me this night, that the King lay at Cambridge as
yefter night to Sandwich ward, for there is great divifion be-
twixt the Lords and the Shipmen there, that caufeth him to go
thither, to fee a remedy therefore.

I thank God that John Pafton went uot fooner forth, for I
truft to God all fhall he done ere he cometh ; and it is told me
that Sir John Howard is like to lofe his head.

If it pleafe you to fend to the faid Welles, he fhall fend you
more tidings than I may write at this time. o

God have you in his keeping.

Written in hafte at Thetford, at 11 of the clock in the night

the fame day I departed fro you.
1 thank Pampyng of his good will, and them that were (be)

caufe of changing of my horfe; for they did me a better turn

1)

This Letter was written before 1466, for in that year her Hufband, J. Pafto

died. .
- Vor. I .Pp than
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than I wend they had done, and I fhall acquit them another day

and I may.

By your MARGARET PASTON.
‘Thetford,

Before 1466,

6 E. 1V,

LETTER IL

Jo my Right trufly Friend, Fobn Paften, Efyuire.

RUSTY and well beloved Friend, I greet you well, and

as for as much as it is done me to underftand that there

is a great ftrangenefs betwixt my Right trufty friend * John

Radcliff and you, without any matter or caufe of fubftance, as I

. am learned. Wherefore in as much as I love you well both,
I am not content it fhould fo be.

Praying you heartlly to forbear the faid ﬁ;rangencﬁa on your
part, to fuch time as I fpeak to you next myfelf, letting you
weet, I have written to him to do the fame. And that ye fail
not hereof, as I may do any thing for you hereafter.

And our Lord have you in his keeping. Wntten at London
the 1oth day of February,

*CROMWELL.

London,
“ 10th of February, E. IV,

* Humphrey Bourchier, Lord Cromwell, was third Son of Henry, Earl of Effex;
and marrying Joanna, echeirefs of Maud, Sifter of Ralph, Lord Cromwell, had fummons
‘to parliament as Baron Cromwell, in 1461, 1 E. IV, Pl 1v, N° 8,

This Lettes thereforg was written in this reign,

Pp2 LET-
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LELLTER FFI
On to Jan P.q/l‘on in baff.

ASTYR Pafton I pray yow y* it may plefe yow tor’

* leue yowr logeyng for iij or for days tyll I may be-
* porved of anodyr and I fchal do as mufche to yowr plefyr,.
for Godys fake fay me not nay and I pray yow rekomaund
me tomy lord * Chambyrleyn.

Pour Freud Clizabeth.
9 by 4. .

The whole of this Letter is written by Elizabeth, third Daughter of Richardr
Plantagenct, Duke of York, and Cecily, Daughter of Ralph Neville, Earl of Weft.

morland. '
" She was Sifter to Edward IV. and Richard IIE by the latter of whom her Son,

John Earl of Lincoln (after the Death of his own Son), was declared Heir to the

Crown. . . ..
She married John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, and lies buried with him in Wingfi¢cld

Church in Suffolk. Pl.1v. N°2. .
Under the Dircftion is written (I believe) in the hand of Sir John Pafton : o,

¢ Littra Duciffe Suff.”” . . o
1f fo, this Letter was written in the seign of Edward 1V, for Sir John died in 1479,,

19 E, IV. ]

L CC.
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LETTEZR IL

Unto Sfobn Paflony in hafie.
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L EZLTELTCR FIU
To Mqﬂfgﬂ'e Annes.

YTHE it is {o that I may not as oft as I wold be ther as

I might do my meffage myfelff, myn owne fayir Maftrefle
- Annes 1 prey yow to accept thys byll for my meflanger to
recomand me to yow in my moft feythfull wyfe as he that
fayneft of all other defyreth to knowe of yowr welfare whyche I
prey God encrefle to your moft plefure.

Anrd Maftrefle thow fo be that I as yet have govyn yow bot
¢afy caufe to remembyr me for leke of aqweytacon yet I befeche
yow let me not be forgotyn when ye rekyn up all yowr Serviuts
to be fett in the nombyr wt other.

. And I prey yow Maftrefle Annes for that fervyfe that I owe
yow that in as fhort tyme as ye'goodly may that I myght be
affarteynyd of yowr entent and of your beft frends in fyche
maters as I have brokyn to yow of whyche bothe your and
myn’ ryght trufty frends John Lee, or ellys my Maftrefle
hys wyff promyfyd befor yow and me at our fyrft and laft
betg togedyr that as fone as they or eyther of theym knewe
your entent and your frendys that they thold fend me woord
And if they fo doI tryft fone aftyr to fe yow.

This Letter from John Pafton (Pl. 1v. N° g.) to Mrs. Arines or Anne, is either to a

Mrs. Anne Haute, or-to fome Lady abroad at Calais, from which place he was at thistime
returning.

And
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LETTER IV

To Mifirefs Anne.

INCE itisfo, that I may not as oft as I would be there ;.

as (1hot) I might do my meflage myfelf, mine own fair

Miftrefs Anne, I pray you.to aceept this bill for my meflenger to-

recommend me to you.in my moft faithful wife, as he that

faineft (‘mof? anxioufly) of all ether defireth.to know of your wel~

fare, which I pray God increafe to your moft pleafhre..

" And Miftrefs, though {o be, that I as. yet, have given you.
but eafy (Zittle) caufe to remember me for lack of acquaintance,
yet I befeech you let me not be forgotten, when. ye reckon up-

all your Servants,. to be fet in the number with others.
* “And 7T pray you, Miftrefs Anne, for that fervice that I owe

you, that in as fhort time, as ye goodly may, that I might be-
afcertained of your intent, and of your beft Friends, in fuch
matters as- I have broken to you of; which both your and.
mine right trufty Friends John Lee, or elfe my Miftrefs his-

Wife, promifed before you and me at our firft and laft being
together, that as foon as they, or either of them knew your

intent, and your Friends, that they fhould fend me word, and.

if they fo do, I truft foon after to fee you.

His faying ¢ Iam prowd that ye can reed Inglyfhe,” feems to imply that fome*

other language was ber native ons ; and therefore fhe was moft probably fome foreign
Lady-

~d-

And.
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And now farewell myn owne fayir Lady and God geve yow
good reft for in feythe I trow ye be in bed.
Wretyn in my wey homward on Mary Maudeleyn day at
mydnyght. 4 : .
~ Your owne,

Jobu Pafon,

Maftrefle Annes I am prowd that ye can reed Inglythe wher-
for I prey yow aqweynt yow w* thys my lewd hand.for my
purpofe is that ye fhalbe more aqweyntyd wt it orellys it (halbe
ayenft my wyll but yet and when ye have red thys byll T
prey yow brenne it or kepe it fecret to. yourfylff as my feyth;ful'l
truftisin yow. o ' : S

mi by 53

i i
——— —w”

L ET T ER A
To my right trufly and welbeloved §''nt Jobn Pafion Sguierj. .

‘OHN PASTON 1 recomaunde me unto you. And whereas
J I appointed and defired you to goo over unto *Guyfnes to
yeve youre attendaunce and affiftaunce upon my brother Sr, Rauf
Haftings in all fuche things as concerne the furetie and defenfe
of the Caftell of Guyfhes during his infirmyties. It is thewed

- unto
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And now farewell, mine own fair Lady, and God give you
guod ret, for in fajth I trow ye be in bed. '

thten in my way homeward, on Mary Magdalen s day. at,
Midnight. :
oy Your own,

L ~ JOHN PASTON.

~Miftrefs Anhe, .k amn_praud that ye can read Englifh, where-
fore I pray you acquaint you with this my lewd [uncowh] hand,
for my purpefe is,. that ye fhall be more acquainted with it, or
elfe it fhall be againft my will ; but yet and when ye have read:
this bill, I pray you'iburn it, or keep it fecret to yourfclf as.
my faithful truft is in you.

f 22 of July,
St. Mary Magdalea

[L ETTETR V.

To m_y right trufly and well-beloved Servant, jfobn Pafton, Efguire.

OHN PASTON, I recommend me unto: you. And whereas

1 appomted and defired you to go over unto Guifnes to give
your attendance and affiftance upon my brother Sir Ralph Haft.'
ings in all fuch things as concern the furety and defence of the
Caftle of Guifnes during his mﬁrmmes 5 it is thewed unto me
Vor. 1, Qgq that



298 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

unto me that ye have full truely and 'di‘ligex)t‘ly'aéqliy'tet;] yoi
unto my faide Brother in all his befyudfes’ fithe youfcdmy‘ﬁg’
thider Whereof I thanke you hértly. ArnddsT conccwe to'my
grete comfort and gladnefle my faide brother is wele recov’ed-
and amended thanked be God. And foe I trufte he may nowe
fpare you. Wherupon I have writen unto him, if he may
foo doo, to licence you to come over unto me ayen. Wherefore
I woll and defire you thaffent of ‘my faide brother.had, to difpcfe
you to come over in all goodly hafte as well for.fuche grete-
maters as 1 fele by youre firends ye havéi to doo- here, as to-
yeve youre attendaunce upon me. .And your. retouine. ye {hall,
be to me welcome, ffrom london the xxvj day of Aurill.

*] p¥ you in no wife to dep’t as yet w'out my-brother Roaf;
afent and agremet’ and recomatid me to my Syﬁ’ all my necs to

y* Conftabell and to all Ryues. b
Y" tru frend,
e e e = . ' Baftpngs.
- 8ibysi
Paper Maik, . o o
Part of an Animal, Pl xn N" 20e. R -
The other part is cut of,
. uy.

* This Letter as far as ¢ xva da) of Awrill,” is written by the Secretary of the Lord
Haftyngs, from thenceto the end by that Nobleman himfelf, in'a hard almoft itlegib
which that the reader 1nay judge for himfelf, a Fac-Simile is reyrefented on PL xvi. N

*John Pafton appears here to have been in the fervice of, and fo highly refpecied by t
Lord Haftyngs, as to be fentas a kind of Deputy Governor of the Cafile of Guxfnes,
durmg the illnefs of his Brother Sir Ralph Haftyngs. '

* The “ftyle and rhahner of fpellmg in this Letter, differ fo little from the modern, that’

iis fmrcely puﬂib}e to conceive that it fhould havc been written above 3oo years agoue(,l
- an

.
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that ye have full truly and diligently acquitted you unto my faid
Brother, in all his Bufinefles fince your coming thither. Where-
of I thank you heartily. And as I conceive to my great comfort
and gladnefs, my faid brother is well recovered and amended,
-thanked be God. ‘And fo I truft he may now fpare you.
Whereupon I have written unto him, if he may fo do, to
licence you to come over unto me again. Wherefore I will and
defire you, theaflent of my faid brother had, to difpofe you to
come over in all goodly hafte, as well for fuch great matters, as
I feel by your Friends, ye have to do here, as to give your
attendance upon me. And (at) your return, you fthall be to me
welcome. From London, the 26th day of April. '

* I pray you in no wife to depart as yet, without my brother
Roaf’s [Ralph’s] aflent and agreement ; and recommend me to my
Sifter, all my Nieces, to the Conftable, and to all Reeves.

Your true Friend,

* HASTYNGS.

-

London,
26th of. April, .
147—, E.IV.

and though the Letter itfelf contains no remarkable circumftance, yet being the private
Letter of a man fo well known in our Hiftory, it muft be eftcemed a great curiofity. '

! William Haftyngs, Lord Haftyngs, was fummoned to parliament in 1461, 1 E. IV.
He was Licutenant of Calais, and enjoyed feveral High Offices of Truft and Confidence,
inthe reign of Edward IV.—He married Catharine, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl
of Salifbury, and was beheaded jn the Tower, by the inftant order of Richard, Duke of
Gloucefter, on the 13thof June, 1483. Pl 1v.N° 7.

Qq 2 VI
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" -~
a3 —
. . i i

'The Inventory off Lnglyfshe Boks off job;n e
made y* v daye of Novembr 4. RREiij . . . .

Boke had off myn Oftefle at y* George . . .

- off ¥ Dethe off Arthr begynyng at Cqﬂbb e e e e
Warwyk Kyng Ri cur de lyon a Cronic . « . .
to Edwarde y° iij. prec. . . . -

3 It'm a Boke off T'roylus whyche Will’'m Br‘t o e e
hathe hadde neer x yer and lent it to Dame " . -. . ',

Wiyngfelde and ibi ego vidi. valet : . . . ... .

-3 It a blak Boke w* the Legende off "Lad . . . .

Saunce m’cye ye Parlement off Byrd . . . ...

Glaffe Palatyfe and Scitacus theme . . . . .
the Greene Knyght valet e e e e e

4 It a Boke in preente off the Pleyeoff y¢ . . . . .

5 It’ a Boke lent Midelton and therinis Bee Da . . . .
mercy y, P'lement of Byrds Balade . . . . .

-

We are here furnifhed with acurieus, though imperfe&, Catalogue of the Library of z
* Gentleman in the reign of Edward IV,

Itis written on a ftrip of paper about feventcen inches long, and has been rolled up,

by which means one end having been damp, is cnm‘ely decayed, fo that the Names of
“tome of the Books are imperfect, and the then price or value of all of them is not now to
be difcovered, that having been uniformly wiitten at the end, which is now deﬁroyed.

It contained an Account of all the Books he had, as’it mentions thofe which were lent
out at the time the Catalogue was made ; and though'the Name of the Owner is gone,
yet by comparing the Lift with the Account of William Ebefham, in Letter XXIV.
it fixes it to the Libiary of John Pafton,

of

-
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The Im_)e;:torj' of Englifb, Books, of Folkn Pafion, made the sth day of
November, inthe . . . year of . the reign of Edward IV.

I. ABook had of my Hoftefs at the George,
of the Death of Arthur, beginning at Caffibelan
Guy Earl of Warwick
King Richard Ceeur de Lyon |
a Chronicle to Edward the III. price. ' ,

% Item, -a Book of Troilus, which William Br- . . . .
hath had near ten years, and lent it to Dame . . . .
Wyngfeld, and thereI fawit . . . worth

3-Item, a black Book, with the Legend of *Lad . . . -
Lady fans Mercy. -

The Parliament of Birds,

The Temple of Glafs.

Palatyfe and Scitacus.

The Meditations of . . . .

The Green Knight . . . .worth

4. Item, a Book in print of the Play of . . . .

5. Item, a Book lent Midelton, and therein is
Belle Dame fans Mercy.

The Parliament of Birds.

1t contained only one Book in print, the reft being Manufcripts, and appear to have
been bound together, as numbered 1, 2, 3, &c. in the Inventory.

An Account of moft of the Books mentioned is to be found in Mr, Warton’s ¢ Hif-

tory of Englifh Poetry,” and fome of them, when afterwards printed in Mr. Herbert’s
improved Edition of Ames’s ¢ Hiftory of

Printing ;” te thefe, therefore, I refer the
Reader.

I have given the Arabic Figures as here reprefented, at Pl. vi. Ne
3 4 5and 7, varying from thofe now ufed.

* May not the chafm be thus {upplied ? The Legende off Ladys, and la bele Dame, as la

bele Dame faunce m’cye is never called by the name of Legend in any edition of Chaucer
that I have feen.

5 Ballad

31, the forms of
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of Guy and Colbrende of thdgoosy . . . o .

v Dyfputfon bytwyen Hope and Dyfpeyr . . . . .
Marcbaunt:y L)jﬁ'gf&gmt Cry .« « & o o
A reede Boke y* P’cyvall Robfart gaffm' - « . .~
off y* medis off y° maffe y¢ Lamentacon . . . . ., -
of Chylde Ypotis a preyer to ye vernyclr .. . - . |
callyd the Abbeye off ye Holy Gogft .- . e T
1t in qyers. Tully de Senectute i in b o i
wheroff ther is no or cleer : wretyn - .
It in q'uaycrs Tully or *cypio 3de Arm PIETRRRTE
leﬁ'te w' Will'm Worceﬁ’ valet e e
It’, in qwayers a Boke off y® Polecyeof In .. . .- .
It in | qwayers a Boke de Sapiencia . e
wherin y® ij parfon is liknyd to Sapi . .+ . ...
It’ a Boke de 4 Othea text and glofe valet . . ., .
in quayers.

Paper Mark,

A Unicorn. Pl. xt1. N° 23.

N.B. A partof it only remains,

the paper being one half of a fheeg
cut down the middle.

M. myn old:: Boke off Blafonyngsoffa . . . . .
It’ the nywe Boke portrayed and blafoned. - .
It’ a Copy off Blafonyngs off Armysandth . . .
names to be fownde by lett’.

It' a Boke w* Armys portrayed in paper . .
M¢. my Boke off Knyghthod and the man . . . .
off makyng off Kyghts, off Jufts of Tor . . +.

.

2 Quere, if Cypio is not a miftake from ¢ Somnium Scipionis," ‘a plece which is
ufually prmted with the *¢ de Amicitid,”” and probably accompanied it in this manufeript.

3 It is a curious circumftance that this book fhould be here mentioned as left with Wil
liam Worcefler, who, with the affiftance of Joha Tiptoft, Earl of Worceﬁer, and Jobn
Phrea, or Free, a Monk of Briftol, trauﬂatcd it.

fiyghtyng
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Ballad of Guy and Colf)rond | |

... -of thé Goofe, the . .~ L~ «
The Difputation between Hope and Def pair.
. .« .« 't Merchants.

Thc Life of Saint Chryftopher.,
6. A red Book that Percival Robfart gave me;
of the Meeds of the Mafs.
The Lamentation of Child Ipotis.
A Prayer to the Vernicle,
called the Abbey of the Holy Ghoft.
7.1tem, in quires, Tully de Senetute in
whereof there is no more clear writing.
8. Item, in quires, Tully or * Cypio (8¢ j:o ) 3de Amicitia,
left thh William Worcefter . . . . worth -
9. Item, n quxres, a Book of the Pol:cy of In . .
10. Item, in quires, a Book de Sapientid,
v wherem the fecond perfon is likened to Sapience.
11. Item, a Book de 4 Othea [/#ifdom] text and glofs,” worth
in quires . e . . . .
Memorandum ; mine old Book of BI‘aZonings of Arms.
Item, the new Book portrayed and blazoned.
Item, a Copy of ,Blaionhmgs of Arms, and the
names {0 be found by Letter [alpbabeticall]. - .
Item, a Book with Arms portrayed in paper. ‘
Memorandum ; m¥ Book of l{nlghthood s and the m.m'm-
of making of Knights; of Jufts, of Toumamenta :

R}

., *.This Book ¢ de Othea," is a poetxcal prﬁle (if I remembcr right) frem Heéer ta
Othea, probably Minerva or Wifdom, who is addreffed in the Tliad frequently by the utle
of Q@ @sa ; this/circumftance is laid hold of by fome French Antrquax y (for the ormnal of

this book is in French ), to prove that Greek was underftood in France earlier 1han is
ufually imagined,

fighting
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fiyghtyng in Lyftys paces holden by So . . -. .. .
and chalengs, Statuts of Weer and d¢ regu,n ..

valet 4 e e
It’ a Boke off nyw Statuts ﬁ'tom EdWard the ug

4 % by . . e

;Z» @ i ﬁ QE aK mEEr ...r;f!.',

Verfes written by a Lady in the reign af Hmry VI o Edwarai .
To an abfent Lord wztb fwbom jbe wa: in love

)

Y ryght good Lord moft knyghtly gentyil Knyght |
On to yo* grace in my moft humbyll wyfe
I me comand as it is dew and ryght , . o
Befechyng yow at leyfer to * advyfe
Upon thys byll and p’don myn empryfe . '
Growndyd on foly for lak of provydence
On to yor Lordihep to wryght w* owght lycence.

¢ But wher a man is wt a fevyr thake .
Now hot now cold as fallyth by aventure .+ |
He in hys mynd conjecte wyll and take
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fighting in Lifts ; paces holden by Soldiers ;
Challenges ; Statutes of War; and de Regimine
Principum. ., . . « « . worth
Item, a Book of new Statutes from Edward the IV.

sth of November, E. IV.

LETTUEZR VI

Verfes written by a Lady in the reign of Heny V1. or Edward IV.
To an abfent Lord with whom fbe was in love.

Y right good Lord, moft knightly gentle Knight,
Unto your Grace, in my moft humble wife,
I me commend, as it is due and right,
Befeeching you at leifure to *.advife -
Upon this bill, and pardon mine emprize
Grounded on Folly, for lack of providence,
Unto your Lordthip to write without Licence.

But when a man is with a fever fthake
Now hot, now cold, as falleth by adventure,
He in his mind conjeCture will, and take

* Confidere—refledt. :
Vor. II, Rr - The
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The nygheft meane to * worche hys cuyre
More pacyently hys peynys to endure
And ryght fo I fo it yow not dyfpleafe
Wryght in thys wyfe my peynys to apeafe.

¢ For when I cownt and mak a reknfg
Betwyx my lyfe my dethe and my defyer -
My lyfe alas it fervyth of no thyng

Sythe w'. yo* p’tyng depertyd my * plefyer
Wythyng you' p’fence fetyth me on fyer
But thenyo' abfence dothe my hert fo cold-
That for the peyne I * not me wher to hold..

O owght on Abfence ther foolys have no grace
1 mene myfylf nor yet no wytt to * gwye
Theym owt of peyne to com on to that place
Wher as prefence may {hape a remedye
For al dyfeafe now fye on my folye
For I dyfpeyryd am of yo* foone metyng
That God I prey me toyo" p'fence bryng.
' Farwell

Thefe Verfles are inferted as a fpecimen of the Poetry of a Lady, fent as a Letter to a
Nobleman, who was abfent from her, and for whom fhe appears to have had a fincere
-affection.

"The Thoughts contained in them  are, many of them, natural and tender, and fome of
them pretty and affeting.

They are certainly originals, as i feveral places the words firft written are ftrack out,
and words more to the writer’s fatisfaltion inferted above them—thus the 6th line in the

fifth Stanza, was originally written,
& Re

-
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Farwell my Lord for I may wryght no more

So trowblyd is my hert w* hevynefle

Envye alfo it grewyth me moft fore

That thys rude byll thall put hym fylf-in * prefle
To fe yo* Lordthepe of hys p’fumptuoufnefle

Er I my fylf but yett ye thall not myfle, =~

To have my hert to for my byll I wys.,

Whychel comytt and all my hole fervyfe: .
Into yo hands demeane it as you lyft

Of it I *kepe to have no more franchyfe
Then I hertleffe fwyrly me wyft

Savyg only y* it be as ®tryft

And to yow trew as evyr was hert and pleyn
Tyll cruell dethe dep’t yt up on tweyn.

Adew dyfport farwell good companye

In all thys world ther is no Joye 1 weene

For ther as whyleom I fye wt myn iee

A ¢ Lufty Lord leepyng upon a grene

The foyle is foole no knyghts ther be feen
No Ladyfe walk ther they wer wont to doone
Alas fome folk depertyd henfe to foone.

4 Rédinefs.
5 Quzre, whether this means forrowvful or trafy ?
 § .
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Farewell my Lord, for I may. write no more,
So troubled is my heart with hqavmefs 3

Envy alfo, it grieveth me moft fore, ~

That this rude bi]l thall put himfelf in ¢ prefs,
To fee your Lordfhip of his prefumptuoufnefs
Ere I myfelf; but yet ye thall not mifs -

To have my heart tofore my bill, I wis.

Which I commit, and all my whole fervice
Into your hands, demean it as you lift,

Of it, I * keep to have no more franchife

* - Than I heartlefs furely me wift,

Savmg only that it be as-s trift,

And to you true, as ever was heart, and plam,
Till cruel Death depart it upon twain.

~ Adieu Difport, farewell good company,
In all this world there is no joy I ween,
For there as whilom, I fee with mine eye
A °lufty Lord leaping upon a Green,

. The foil is fole no Knights there be feen,
No Ladies walk there they were wont to done ;
Alas! fome Folk departed hence too foon.

¢ Lively, and aitive in his exercifes,

* Jcare.
Some
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Som’ tyme alfo m& myght a wageor make

And w* ther bowys a ffeld have it tryed

Or at the ’ Paame ther ther plefure for to take
Then wer they loofe y* now ftand as tyed - '

I* not wher to thys world may be aplyed

For all good cher 6n evyn and on morow

Whyche then was made now tornyth me to forow. -
8fbyn i ‘ -
Paper Mark, ’ T
%eBuuo ' .
Pl 1x. N° 10

? Some place of refort for the Game of Tennis. The word tb:r being repeated feems
a miftake, as it deftroys the meafure of the verfe.

O_RIGI-
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Some time alfo men might a wager make

And with their Bows afield have it tried,

Or at the " Paume their pleafure for to take,

Then were they loofe, that now ftand as tied,

I * not whereto this world may be applied ;

For all good cheer, on even and on morrow,
Which then was made, now turneth me to forrow.

% Inot, for, Iwot not; thatis, 7 ksew mor,

ORIGI-
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Vor. II. Ss
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L EZT T CECR T
To my right welbeloved frynde Fobn. Pafion be this delivred in baft.

IGHT welbeloved frynde, I comaunde me to you, It is.
foo that the Kentyfshmen be up in the* Weld, and fey that
they wol com’ and Robbe the Cite which I fhall lett yf I may.
Therefore I pray you that with alle diligence ye make you
redy and com hidder, and bring w* you fix talle felaws in-
harnefle, and ye fhall not lyfe yo* labor, that knoweth God
whoo have you in his keping.
Wirritten at London, the x™ day of O&Ober.

Powr Frend,
2 3. Norfolk.
Paper Mark,
‘The Letter G.
Pl x111. N° 2,
81by 44.

This Letter refers to the Commotions excited in different parts of the Kingdom by the
Duke of Buckingham, who from difcontent confpired againft Richard. He failed in his
enterprize however, and being deferted by his forces, fled, was treacheroufly betrayed,
taken, and beheaded.

l@?‘t-
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LETTETR L

To my right well-beloved Friend fokn Pafton, be this delivered in haffe.

IGH'T well beloved Friend, I commend me to you. It

is fo that the Kentithmen be up in the * Weld, and fay

that they will come and rob the City, which I fhall let [prevent]
if I may.

Therefore 1 pray you, that, with all diligence, ye make you
ready and come hither, and -bring with you fix tall Fellows
in harnefs ; and ye fhall not lyfe [%/] your labour, that knoweth
God, who have you in his keeping.

Written .at London, the 1oth day of O&ober.

Your Friend,

: J. NORFOLK.
London, - .
Friday, 1oth of O&ober,
1483, 1 R.IIL
! The Welds, or Wealds, in Kent, are the woody, and the Wolds are the open parts
of that County. .
3 John, Lord Howard (defcended from Margaret, Daughtér and Coheir of Thomas
- Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk), was created Duke of Norfolk, in 1483, 1 R. I} and
was flain at the battle of Bofworth, in 1485. Pl vit. N° 4.

Ss 2 . LET-
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?LQE?Z?:QEE ﬂﬁi

~ - - -

~The Duc qf ngf’
Do Thomas feffreys o fferme of Maundevills grering.

WE wole and fireitly charge you that ye céntent and paie
.V unto the bring" herof for money imployed in o houf-
hold thre” pound ‘threttenne fhillings and foure pens for fuch
ftuff as we o' owne p’fon have p’myfed and not to be failed
-upon of WOrﬁnp
paled we wole and alfo ﬁretly charge o AUdltOl_‘S for the tyme
~being by v'tu of this or writing, figned w* o hand to make you
dew and pleyn allowaunce at yo* next accompt.

At Wingfeld the firft day of May in the firft yer of Kyng
Richard ye III%.

“Suttelk, and faple not on pepn
| Tofp’g off por Ferme.

7 % by
imak
Hand and Star

Pl. x111. N° 4 .

‘We have here an order of the Duke of Suffolk upon a Tenant, for the payment of a
fum of money, which the Duke had promifed on his honour fhould be paid,

This is a common occurrence, and certainly not worth recording, if it had not been for
the threat at the end of it, under his own hand, which fhews the defpotifm of the Duke,
and that the farm was let at will, and not on leafe,

1CT-
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LETTER IL

The Duke of -Suffolk,
To Thomas Jefreys, Farmer of Maundevill’s, greeting.

"( 'E will and -ftraitly charge you, that ye content and pay
unto the Bringer hereof, for money employed in our

Houfehold, three pounds thirteen fhillings and four pence, for
fuch ftuff as we our own perfon have promifed, and not to be
_-failed, upon our worfhip.
Of the which fum of 735 and 44, fo by you contented and
~ paid, we will, -and alfo ftraitly charge our Auditors for the time
being, by virtue Qf this our writing, figned with our hand,
to make you due and plain [, ﬂdl] allowance at your next ac-
- count.

At Wingfield, the firft day of May, in thc firft year of ng
Richard the 1IL

SUFFOLK, and fail not on pain (of)

lofing of your Farm.
Wingfield,
Saturday, 1ft of May,
1484, 1 R. 1L,

John. de la Pole, Duke of - Suffolk, married Elizabeth, Sifter of Edward IV, and
Richard III. and was father of John, Earl of Lincoln, whom Richard declared Heir to
the Crown.

This Duke died in 1491, and was buncd at Wingfield, in Suffolk, where the principal
entrance-front of his Caftle ftill remains entire. Pl viz. N° 3. -

LET-
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LETLTER FIP

On the back of the Paper.in an ancient hand is writteny

Kent Cherfys.

Cop Lri R* R. iij p'fuaden’ fubditos fuos ad reffiends’ Henr® Tyd-
der pofica Regem Anglie .ac declaran’ a quo idem Henr' defcen-
debat.

R. R. R’cus etc, Salt'm, Precipimus tibi, ‘&c.

ORASMOCHE as the Kyng our Sou'eign Lord hath cer-
‘teyn knowlege that Piers Bifshop of * Exeter Jafper * Tyd-
der fon of Owen Tydder callyng hymielf Erle of Pembroke
John late Erle of .3Ozon and S*. Edward 4+ Wodevyle with other
dyv's his rebelles and traytours difibled and atteynted by the
auorite of ‘the High Court of Parlement of whom many be
knowen for open murdrers advoutrers and extorcioners ‘contry
to the pleafure of God and a yenft all trouth hono® and nature
‘have forfakyn therematurall contrey takyng them firft to be under
‘thobeifaunce.of the Duke «of 3 Bretayn and to hym p’myfed
certeyn thyngs whiche by him and his counfell were thought
This Addrefs of King Richard to his People, is drawn up in the moft artful manner,
in order to inflame the minds, not only of the Multitude, but of the Peers, Bithops,
Dignitaries, and great men, and to induce them to refift the attempts of the Earl of Rich-
.mond upon the Crown with all their power. )
* Peter Courtney, Bifhop of Exeter, after the mifcarriage of the Duke of Buckingham’s

Confpiracy, fled into Bretagne, to the Earl of Richmond, who, after he became Henry
VII. promqted this Prelate to the See of Winchefter, in 1456, in which he died in

1492,
thynggs
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L ETTER III1.

On the back of the Paper in an ancient hand is written,
Kent Sheriffs.

The Copy of a Letter of j(ing Richard III. perfuading his Sub-
Jeéts to refjff Henry Tydder [Tudor] afterwards King of Eng-
land, and declaring from whom the faid Henry was defcended. .

Ricuarp R.

Richard, &c. witheth health, we command you, &c.

ORASMUCH as the King, our Sovereign Lord, hath cer=

tain knowledge that Piers, Bifhop of 'Exeter,"]afper
* Tydder [Tudor], Son of Owen Tydder, calling himfelf Earl
of Pembroke, John, late Earl of 3 Oxford, and Sir Edward
$ Wodevile, with others diverfe, his Rebels and Traitors, dif
abled and attainted by the authority of the High Court of Parlia-
ment, of whom many be known for open Murderers, Advow-
terers [ Adulterers], and Extortioners, contrary to the pleafure of
God, and againft all truth, honour and nature, have forfaken
their natural country, taking them firft to be under the obey-
fance of the Duke of 5 Bretagne and to him promifed certain
things, which by him and his Council, were thought things

= Jafper Tudor de Hatfield, half brother to Menry VL created Duke of Bedford in
1485, . '
3 John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, who had efcaped from the Caftle of Hammes.

4 Sir Edward Wodevile, brother to the Queen of Edward 1V,

s Francis II. the laft Duke of Bretagne, was overthrown by Charles VIIL King of
France, and died in 1488, :
o too.
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thynggs to gretly unnaturall and abominable for them to g'unt
obferve kepe and p’fourme and therfore the fame utterly re-
fufed.

The feid Traytours feyng the feid Duke and his Counfell
wolde not aide nor focour theym ner folowe there weyes privily
dep’ted outé of his contrey in to Fraunce and there takyng
theym to be under the obeifaunce of the Kynggs auncient enemy
®Charlys callyng hymfelf Kyng of Fraunce and to abufe and
blynde the comons of this feid Realme the feid rebelles and
traitours have chofyn to be there Capteyn one Henry 7 Tydder
Son of Edmond Tydder fon of Owen Tydder whiche of his-am-
bicionefs and infociable covetife encrocheth and ufurpid upon
hym the name and title of royall aftate of this realme of Eng-
lond where unto he hath no man’ int'eft right title or color as
ev'y man wele knoweth for he is difcended of baftard blood
bothe of ffather fide and of mother fide for the feid Owen the
g’unfader was baftard borne and his moder was doughter unto
John Duke of Somrfot fon unto John Erle of Som’fet fone unto
Dame Kat’yne Swynford and of ther indouble * Avoutry gotyn
wherby it evidently apperith that no title can nor may in hym
which fully entendeth to entre this reame p’pofyng a conqueft
and if he fhulde atcheve his fals entent and p’pofe ev'y man is
lif livelod and goddes thulde be in his hands lib'te and difpoficon
wherby fholde enfue the difheretyng and diftruccion of all the
noble and worfhipfull blode of this reame for ev’ and to the

¢ Charles VIII. afcended the throne in r485, and dled in 1498.

7 Heary Tudor, Earl of Richmond, who, in 1483, became King of England, &, by
the title of Henry VLI, He died in 1509.

3 refiftence



RICHATRTD IIL 321

too greatly unnatural and abominable, for them to grant, ob-
ferve, keep, and perform, and therefore the fame utterly refufed.
The faid T'raitors feeing the faid Duke and his Council would
not-aid nor.fuccour them nor follow their ways, privily departed
out of his Country into France, and there taking them to be
under the obeyfance of the King’s ancient Enemy, ° Charles,
calling himfelf King of France, and to abufe and blind the Com-
mons of this faid Realm, the faid Rebels and Traitors have
chofen to be their Captain one Henry ? Tydder [Tudor], Son of
Edmund Tydder, fon of Owen Tydder, which of his am-
bitious and infatiable covetife [Covetoufnefs] encroacheth and
ufurpeth upon him, the name and title of Royal Eftate of this
realm of England ; whereunto he hath né manner of intereft,
right, title or colour, as every man well knoweth; for he is
defcended of baftard blood, both of father’s fide, and of mother’s
fide; for the faid Owen the Grandfather, was baftard born ;
and his mother was daughtef unto John, Duke of Somerfet,
fon unto John, Earl of Somerfet, fon unto Dame Katherine
Swynford, and of their indouble * Avoutry gotten; whereby it
evidently appeareth, that no title can nor may in him, which
fully intendeth to enter this realm, propofing a conqueft; and
if he fhould atchieve his falfe intent and purpofe, every man’s
life, livelihood, and goods, fhall be in his hands, liberty, and dif-
pofition ; whereby fhould enfue the difheriting and deftrution
of all the noble and worthipful blood of this realm for ever, and

*® ‘This either means double Adultery, that is Adultery on both fides; or indubitable, ‘
undoubted Adultery, '

Vor. II, Tt to
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refiftence and withftondyng wherof ev'y tgge and naturall Englith
man born muit ley to his hands for his owen fuerte and wele
And to thentent that the feid Henry Tydder myght the rather
atcheve his fals intent and p’pofe by the aide fupporte and
afliftence of the Kynggs feid auncient enemy of Fraunce hath
- coveniited and bargayned with hym and all the counfell of
Fraunce to geve up and relefe inp’petuite all the right title
and cleyme that the Kyng of Englond have had and ought to
have to the crowne and reame of Fraunce to gether with the
Duchies of Normandy Asnjoy and Maygne Gafcoyn and Guyne
Cafcell and townys of Caleys Guyfnes Hammes with the Mar-
ches app’teynyng to the fame and difcevir and exclude the Armes
of Fraunce oute of the Armes of Englond for ev".

And in more p’ve and fhewing of his feid p’pofe of tonqueft
the feid Henry Tidder hath goven as well to dyv*s of the feid
Kynggs enemys as to his feid rebelles and traitours Archebif-
fhoprikes. Bifshoprikes and other dignitees {p’uels, and alfo the
Ducheez Erledomez Baronyes and other pofleffions and inheri~
taunces of Knyghts Squyres Gentilmen and other the Kynggs
true fubjetts withynne the reame and entendith alfo to chaunge
and fubv'te the lawes of the fame and to enduce and eftablifie
newe lawes and ordennes amongez the Kynggs feid Subjetts and
ov" this and befide the alienacons of all the p’myflez into the
pofleflion of the Kynggs feid auncient enemys to the gretteft
#* anyntifshment thame and rebuke that ev: myght falle to this feid

Jand
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to the refiftance and withftanding whereof every 'true and
natural Englithman born, muft lay to his hands for his own
furety and weal.

And to the intent that the faid Henry Tydder might the rather
atchieve his falfe intent and purpofe by the aid, fupport, and
affiftance of the King’s ancient enemy of France, (b¢) hath co-
venanted and bargained with him, and all the Council of
France, to give up-and releafe int perpetuity all the right, title,
and claim, that the King of England have had, and ought to
have,. to' the Crown and Realm of France, together with the
Duchies of Normandy, Anjou and Mayne, Gafcoign and Guyfnes,
Caflell, and the towas. of .Calais, Guyfnes, Hammes, with the
Marches appertaining to the fame, and diflever and exclude the
Arms of France:out of the Arms of England for ever..
~ And in more proof and fhewing, of his: faid purpofe of con~
queft, the faid Henry Tydder hath goven [given], as well to
divers of the faid King’s Enemies, as to his faid Rebels and
T'raitors, Archbithopricks, Bithopricks, and other Dignities
{piritual ; and alfo the Duchies,. Earldoms, Baronies, and other
Pofleflions and Inheritances of Knights, Efquires, Gentlemen,
and other the King's true Subje&s within the realm; and in-
tendeth alfo to change and fubvert the Laws of the fame, and
to' enduce [imroduce] and. eftablith. new Laws and Ordmances
amongft the King’s faid fubje&ts.

And over this, and befides the Alienations of all the premxﬁ:s
into the pofleffion. of the King’s faid ancient Enemies, to the
greateft * anyntithment [annibilation], thame, and rebuke, that ever

# Aneantifement——anientifed is ufed by Chaucer, in his Tale of Melebeus, for reducing
to nothing.

Tt 2 migl;t
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land The feid Henry Tydder and others the Kynggs rebelles
and traitours aforefeid have extended at there comyng if they
may be of power to do the moft cruell murdrers f{laughterys
and roberys and difherifons that ev" were feen in eny criften
Reame ffor the wich and other ineftymable daungers to. be
efcheuved and to thentent that the Kynggs feid rebelles trai-
tours and enemys may be uttlly put from there feid malicious
and fals p’pofe and fone difcomforted if they 9 enforce to land
The Kyng our Sovtaign Lord willith chargeth and comaundith
all and ev'yche of the naturall and- true fubgetts of this his
Reame to call the p’myflez to there mynds and like gode and true
Englithmen to endov* themf{elfs with all there powers for the de-
fence of them there wifs childeryn and godes and heriditaments
ayenft the feid malicious p’pofes and confpiracens which the feid
auncient enemes have made with the Kynggs feid rebellés and
traitours for the fynall diftruccion ‘of this lande as is aforefaid,
And our faid Sovaign Lord as a wele willed diligent and cora-
gious Prynce wel put his mooft roiall p’fone to all labo* and
payne neceflary in this behalve for “the refiftence and fubdvyng
of his feid enemys rebells and traitours to the mooft comforte
wele and fuerte of all his true and feithfull liege men and
fubgetts.

And ov’ this our feid Sovfaign Lord willith and comaundith
all his feid fubgetts to be redy in there moft defenfible arraye to
do his highnes {*vyce of werre when thy be opyn p’clamacion

9 Or rather, make good their landing by force.
or
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might fall to this faid land, the faid Henry Tydder and others,
‘the King’s Rebels and T'raitors aforefaid, have extended [intended]
at their coming, if they may be of power, to do the moft cruel
murders, flaughters, and robberies, and diftherifons, that ever
were feen in any Chriftian Realm.

For the which, and other ineftimable dangers to be efchewed,
and to the intent that the King’s faid Rebels, Traitors, and ‘
Enemies, may be utterly put from their faid malicious and falfe
purpofe and foon difcomforted, if they ¢ enforce [endeavour] to
land, ' | o |

The King our Sovereign Lord willeth, chargeth, and com-
mandeth, all and every of the natural and true {ubje&s of this
his Realm, to call the premifes to their minds, and like good
and true Englithmen to endower [ furni/b] themfelves with all their
powers for the defence of them, their wives, children, and
goods, and hereditaments, againft the faid malicious purpofes
and confpirations; which the faid ancient enemies have made
with the King’s faid Rebels and. Traitors, for the final de-
ftru@ion of this land, as is aforefaid.

And our faid Sovereign Lord, as a well willed, diligent, and
courageous Prince, will put his moft royal perfon to all labour
and pain neceffary in this behalf, for the refiftance and fubduing
of his faid enemies, rebels, and traitors, to the moft comfort,
weel, and furety of all his true and faithful liege men and fubje&s.

And over this, our faid Sovereign Lord willeth and command-
eth all his faid Subje@s, to be ready in their moft defenfible
array, to do his Highnefs fervice of war, when they by open

procla-
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~ or atherwife thall be comaunded fo ta do for refiftence of the
Kynggs feid rebelles traitours and enemyes.

Et hoc fub p’iclo, &c.

T me ips’ apud Weftm’ xxiij die * Junij anno R n fedo..

114b
Papicr %\'dgrl*(, i
‘The Letter P.
Qti:terfoxt and Bar.
..x111. N° 1,

*° Some of our Hiftorians fay,, that King Richard was proclaimed on the 20th, andi

others, on the 22d of June 1483 ; the 23d of June, in the fecond year of his rexgu,. .
mutft therefore be in 1484, )

. \ | ,
L CLT T ER FJU -'
To o trufly. and welbeloved Jobn. Pafton. * Sheriff of Suff”® and Norff"..

The Duc of Sﬁ”.

IGH'T welbeloved we grete you well And for afmuche as-

the King o Sov'eigne Lord hath late addrefled his Let-

ters of Comiffion. undre his feale unto us, reciting by the fame

that his highnefle undreftondith certayn his rebells aflociate to

This being an original Proclamation figned by the Duke of Suffolk, in obedicnce to the
King’s Commands, I have inferted it.

And the Paper Mark being fimilar to that on the paper which contained the Copy of the

Proclamation, dated the 23d of June, 1484, 2 R. III. thows that that Copy was taken at.
the time from the Originak.
: his
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proclamation, or otherwife fhall be commanded fo to do, for
refiftance of the King’s faid Rebels, Traitors, and Enemies.
And this under peril, &c. -
Witnefs myfelf at Weftminfter, the 23d day of ® June in
the fecond year of our Reign.
| Weftminfter,

Wednefday, 21d of
1483, 2 R:’mf Juses

Autographs, PL viz. N 1 and 3, are taken from Originals, in the pofieffion of
Thomas Aftle, Efquire.

LETTETR IV

To our trufly and well beloved Yobn Pafton, * Sheriff of Sufole
and Norfolt.

The Dake of Suffolk.

IGHT well beloved, we greet you well ; and forafmuch
as the King our Sovereign Lord hath late addrefled his
Letters of Commiffion under his Seal unto us, reciting by the
fame that his Highnefs underftanding ctertain of his Rebels,

T John Pafton, Efquire, was Sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk an the acceflion of Menry
VII. he moft probably therefore entered upon that office at Michaelmas, 1484, 3 R. IIL
this Letter being dated on the 20th of O&ober.

4 aflociate
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his old Enmys of Scotlond, entending not only to trowble his
peax, the nobles and fubje@s of this Realme to deftroy their
goods and pofleflions to {poill and reward at thair lib’ties.
But alfo the lawes of this lond and holy chirche to fubvert.

Our faid mooft drad Soverayn Lord, as a Criften Prince
*¢v+¢ ... his faid Enmys and Rebels to refift hath
affigned and comaunded us to do all manr. . . . .and others
defenfible able to labo" as well Archers as * Hobbyllers, to come
before us and charge them . . . . armed and arayed evy
man aftre his degre and power to attend uppon his p’fon and
uppon us to do him {'vice in defence as well of the Chirche,
as of the faid Nobles and fubje@s of this Realm againft his
faid Enmys and Rebels. We therfore wull and in our faid
Sov'eigne Lords name ftraitly charge and comaunde you that
in all poffible haft ye do this to be p’clamed. And that all
manr men able to do the King {*vice as well Knights Efquiers
and Gentlemen, as Townfhips and Hundreds, as well w'in
francheffe and lib’tes as wout w'in the Counties of Suff’ and
Norff* And that they be charged to be redy at all tymes uppon
an howre warnyng and ordered according to the laft Comiffion
afore this, to attend uppon his Grace and uppon us to do him
frvice whatfoever they fhalbe comaunded, not failing herof as ye

wull anfwer at yor. p’ile Goven at 3Long Stratton the xx
day of O&ober.

* The Letter is defe@ive in thofe places where dots are ufed.
3 Yo Norfalk,

And
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aflociate to his old Enemies of Scotland; intending not only t©
trouble his peace ; the Nobles and Subje&s of this Realm to
deftroy, their Goods and Poffeffions to fpoil, and reward at their
liberties ; but alfo the Laws of this Land, and Holy Church to
fubvert. | -

Our faid moft dread Sovereign Lord, as a Chriftian Prince
*« e e, his faid Enemies and Rebels to refift, hath
affigned and commanded us to do all manner . . . . . and
others defenfible able to labour, as well Archers as * Hobbellers to
come before us and charge them . . . . armed and arrayed every
man after his degree and power, to attend upon his Perfon, and
upon us, to do him fervice, in defence as well of the Church,
as of the faid Nobles and Subjetts of this Realm, againft his
faid Enemies and Rebels. We therefore will, and, in our faid
Sovereign Lord’s name, ftraitly charge and command you, that
in all poffible hafte yedo [caufe] this to be proclaimed: And that all
manner (of) men, able to do the King fervice, as well Knights,
Efquires, and Gentlemen; as Townthips and Hundreds, as
well within Franchifes and Liberties as without, within the
Crunties of Suffolk and Norfolk ; and that they be charged to
be ready at all times, upon an hour’s warning, and ordered
according to the laft Commiffion afore this, to attend upon his
Grace and upon us to do him fervice, whenfoever™ they fhall be
commanded ; not failing hereof, as ye will.an{wer at your peril,

Given at 3 Long Stratton, the 2oth day of O&ober.

* Hoblers, or Hobilers, fo called from the Hobbies, or diminutive horfes on which they
rode ; or more probably from Hobilles, the fhort jackets they wore. They were light
horfemen, and proved of confiderable fervice to Edward IlI. in his Freach expeditions,
By the tenure of their lands they were obliged to maintain their nags, and were expetted
to be in readinefs, when fudden invafions happened, to fpread immediate intelligence of
them throughout the Country. '

Vor. I Uu And



Digitized by GOOSIQ



RICHARD IL 351

And furthermore that ye give credence unto our Servant this
Bringer, as this fame day we received the King’s Commiffion
at four in the Afternoon.

¢+ SUFFOLK, your F riend.

Stratton,
vgednefday, 20th of O&oher;
1484, 3 R. III,

LETTER V.
To my right worfbipful bufband  Fohn Paflon.

{GH'T worfhipful hufband, I recommend me unto you;

Pleafe it you to weet, that I fent your eldeft Son to my

Lady ' Morley, to have knowledge what Sports were ufed in

her houfe in Chriftmas next following, after the deceafe of my

Lord her hufband; and fhe faid, that there were none Dif-

guifings, nor Harping, nor Luting, nor Singing, nor none

loud Difports ; but playing at the Tables, and Chefs, and Cards ;
{uch difports the gave her Folks leave to play and none other.

Your Son did his errand right well as ye fhall hear after this.

1 fent your younger Son to the Lady * Stapleton, and the faid

* Widow of William Lovel, Lord Morley, who died the 23d of July, 1473.

3 Sir Miles Stapleton died in 1466, ,
Uu 2 ' according
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according to my Lady Morley’s faying in that; and as fhe had
feen ufed in places of worthip thereas [where] the hath been.

I pray you that ye will aflure to you fome man at Caifter,
to keep your Buttery, for the man that ye left with me will
not take upon him to 3 breve daily as ye commanded; he faith,
he hath not ufed to give a reckoning neither of Bread nor Ale,
till at the week’s end, and he faith, he wot [Anows] well that
‘he fhould not condeneth [give content], and therefore I fuppofe he
fhall not abide, and I trow ye fhall be fain [glad] to purvey
another man for Symond, for ye are never the nearer a wife
man for him.

I am forry that ye fhall not at home he for Chriftmas.

I pray you that ye will come as foon as ye may; I thall think
myfelf half a Widow, becaufe ye fhall not be at home, &c.
God have you in his keeping. Written on Chriftmas Even.

By your s MARGERY PASTON.

Friday, 24th of December,
1484, 2 R.IIL

w

If I could have placed it earlier, I fhould have fixed upon the Death of Sir John Pafton,
in November 1479, as the time of its being written ; but the prefent J. Pafton was not
married till 1477, and his eldeft Son being born in 1478, was now only in his feventh,
year, which might be the cafe, as the expreffion that he ¢ dede hefe heyrne ryght wele,”
implies his being very young.

s Autograph. Pl, viir. N° 7,

LET-
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LEZTLCR U3
To my welbelovyd frend Fobn Pafion be'thys byll debyveryd in baft.

ELBELOVYD frend I ctimaunde me to yow letyng yow

to undyrftond that y* Kyngs Enmyfle be a land and y*

the Kyng wold hafe fet forthe as uppon Monday but only far

howre * Lady day but for ferten he gothe forward as uppon
tewf{day for a frvant of mjne browt to me the fertente.

Wherfor I pray yow that ye met w* me at * Bery for be the

grace of God I purpofle to lye at Bery as uppon tew{day nyght

and that ye brynge w* yow feche copany of tall mé as ye may

goodly make at my coft and charge be feyd that ye have p’myfyd

the Kyng and I pray yow ordeyne them ° Jakets of my Levery

and I fhall cotente yow at yo* metyng w* me.

Bower lover,

1. Rotolk.
8 by s

Henry, Earl of Richmond, landed upon Saturday the 6th of Auguft, 1485, at Milford
Haven, in South Wales ; this Letter therefore could not be written before the Friday or
Saturday following (12 or 13th of Augutt).

Richard appears not to have regarded the landing of the Earl as a matter of that great
importance which it foon became ; for as a valiant Prince he certainly would have fet for-
wards to meet his Compctitor as foon as poflible ; and however great his veneration might
have been for the day of *¢ the Afflumption of our Lady,” yet his fears of lofing a Crown,
for the pofleffion of which he had ventured every thing, would have been ftill greater ; and
would have prompted him to break in upon the fervices due to our Lady,

The Duke of Norfolk furvived the writing of this Letter only a few days, for he joined
his Royal Mafter, and commanded the Vanguard of his Army in the Field of Bofworth,
where he fell on Monday the 22d of Auguft, valiantly fighting for his Soverelgn Lord and
Benefaétor. Pl. vir. N° 4.

1CT-
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L ETTER VI

To my well beloved Friend Jobn Pafton, be this bill delivered in bafte.

ELL beloved Friend, I commend me to you, letting
you to underftand that the King’s Enemies be a-land,
and that the King would have fet forth as upon Monday, but
only for our *Lady day; but for certain he goeth forward as
upon T'uefday, for a Servant of mine brought to me the certainty.
Wherefore I pray you, that ye meet with me at * Bury, for,
by the Grace of God, I purpofe to lie at Bury as upon Tuefday
night ; and that ye bring with you fuch Company of tall men as
ye may goodly make at my coft and charge, befides that which
ye have promifed the King; and, I pray you, ordain them
3 Jackets of my Livery, and I fhall content you at your meet-
ing with me. ‘
Your Lover,

J. NORFOLK.

Between the 8th and 1gth of Auguft,
1485, 3 R. I

* The Afflumption of our Lady, 1gthof Auguft,

2 Bury St. Edmund’s in Suffolk.

? From this it appears that the royal army, when embodled was clothed in Jackets of the
Livery of the refpeive great Lords and Commanders.

The Editor cannot help remarking, that he fecls a pleafing fatn{a&ron at the thought,
that the Original Letter now lying before him, and which he has juft now tranfcribed, &c.
has this day, Friday the 1ith of Auguft, 1785, been written (moft probably) exatly three
hundred years. During this Period ten generations of the Howards have paffed away ;.
the prefent Duke of Norfolk, now in his 65th year, being the tenth i lincal Defcent from
the noble Writer of this Letter, ]

4 . LET.-
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LELLTER UII

To my Right trufly and welbeloved Son Sir obn Pafton
be yu. delywed.

ON Pafton I Recommaunde me to you in my mofte hertely
maner and wher I underftande be my Doghter Lovell ye
defyre to know whedir I woll have y¢ bargane ye made for me
in Norwich or nay, and if I wol I mofte content therfor now in -
mercs, Son in good faith it is fo I fhal Receyve no money
of the Revenowfe of my lyvelod afor’ mydfome and alfo I
have payd accordyng to my p’mife to Sir William Cabell a great
_payment y* which ye‘knowe wel was due to be payde fo that I
can not be of power to content therfor’, for the which I am
right fory for I know well I fhall never have fuch a bargane,
Alfo my Doghtyr Lovell makith great {ute and labo® for my fone
hir hufbande $°. Edwarde ffranke hath be’n in the north to
inquire for hy he is comyn agayne and cane nogth underftonde
wher he is. Wherfor’ her Benevolers willith hir to continue hir
fute

This is in fome degree a private Letter of Bufinefs, and fhews the Lady tobea
Purchafer (I fuppofe) of Eftates. She was the Widow of Henry, Lord Fitzhugh, Baron

of Ravenfworth, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salifbury, and Sifter to Richard,
the great Earl of Warwick. Pl vii.N° g, '
Francis, Vifcount Lovell, the Hufband of her Daughter, was at this time concealed, in
confequence of the part he had taken in favour of his royal Mafter Richard III, to whom

he had been Lord Chamberlain, and in whofe confidence he held the firft place. He
afterwards



RICHARD IL 337

LETTER VI

To my Right trufly and well beloved Son, Sir Fobn Pafton,
be this delivered. :

ON Pafton, I recommend me to you, in my moft heartily
manner ; and where(as) 1 underftand by my Daughter
Lovell, ye defire to know whether I will have the bargain ye
made for me in Norwich, or nay ; and if I will, I muft content
therefore now in marks. Son, in good faith it is fo, I fhall
reccive no money of the Revenue of my livelihood afore Mid=-
fummer; and alfo I have paid according to my promife to Sir
William Cabell a great payment, the which ye know well was
due to be paid, fo that I cannot be of power to content there-
fore; for the which I am right forry, for I know well I fhall.
never have fuch a bargain. Alfo my Daughter. Lovell maketh.
great fuit and labour for my Son her. * Hufband. S-..Edward.
Franke hath been in the North to inquire for him ; he is come
again, and can nought underftand where he is. Wherefore her
Benevolers [wel-wifbers] willeth her to continue her- fuit and-

afterwards joined in the plot of Lambert Simnel, and was killed at the batile of Stoke, in

1487.
The hand-writing of this Letter is the fame throughout, and appears to be the hand of
a Secretary, rather than that of a Lady, but whether it be fo or not muft remain a doubt.

It was written afier the Acceffion of Hensy VII. but as it contains an Anccdate of Lord - -

Lovel, the Favourite of Richard IEL I have inferted it here, .
Yor. 1. Xx labour ;:
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. fute andlabo’ And fo I can not dep’te nor leve hir as ye know
" well, andif I might be ther’ I wold be full glad as knowith o".
Lorde God whoo have you in his bliffid kepynge ffrom London
the xxiiij® day of ffebruary. :
Pr lobing Pober,
Qlife Ladp Fitshugh.

9by4 i

Under the Direction in a hand more modern is written, % Lri Dn’ flitzhugh fed
% ob qua caufam vocat p’d’tum Jobém fili fuii adhuc ignoro. )

Paper Mark,
A Star of eight points, fur-
mounted by a Coronet.
PL x111. N@ 5.

LELTLTER UITII
To my Right trufii and welbiloved Sobn Paffon Shrieve of
Norff” and Suf”.

IGHT trufti and welbiloved I Récomaund me unto you

And for as moche as I ame credebly enfourmed that
Fraunceis late Lorde Lovell is now of late reforted into the yle
of Ely to the entente by alle lykelyhod to finde the waies and
' meanes

As this and the preceding Letter relate to a Nobleman, who was the Lord Cham-
berlain, and Favourite of Richard II. I have given them a place here, though
they were not written till after the Death of this King, and the Acceffion of Henry VIL

. 4 . : In
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labour; and fo I cannot depart nor leave her as ye know
well ; and if I might be there, I would be full glad, as knoweth
our Lord God, who have you in his- blefled keeping. From
London, the 24th day of February. |

" Your loving Mother,.
ALISE Lady FITZHUGH.
London,
24th of February,
1485

LETTZE R VIIL

To my right trufly and well beloved Yobn Pafion, Sheriff of Norfolk
and Suffolk.

IGHT trufty and well beloved, I recommend me unto
you; and ferafmuch as I am credibly informed, . that
Francis, late Lord Lovell, is now of late reforted into the
Ifle of Ely, to the intent by all likelihood, to find the ways and

In this Letter we fee the anxiety of the new King and his Friends, for the apprehenfion
of the late Lord Lovell, who had been attainted after the Battle of Bofworth.

He however efcaped all purfuit, and got fafe to the Duchefs of Burgundy, by whofe
perfuafion he afterwards joined in the plot of Lambert Simnel, and attending him to Eng-
land, was killed at the battle of Stoke, in 1487.

Xxz2 means

N
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meanes to gete him fhipping and paffage in yo* coftes or ellis to
Reforte ageyn to Seintuary if he can or maie.

I therfor hertily defire and praie you And nev'thelefle in the
King’s name fireitly chargie you that ye in all goodly hafte
endevore yo' felf that fuche wetche or other meanes be ufed and
thadde inthe Poorts and Creks and othre places wher ye thinke
neceflary by your Difcrecion to the letting of his feid purpofe
And that ye alfo ufe all the waies ye can or maie by your
wifdom to the taking of the fame late Lorde Lovell And
what pleafur ye maie do to the Kings g'ce in this matier I am
{ure is not to you unknowen. And God kepe you.

Woretyn at Lavenh’m the xix day of May.

, 1 Pargaa o
12y 83, fargaret Dypnford

* Margaret, Daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salifbury, and Sifter of Richard,
the great Earl of Warwick, was the firft wife of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford. During
the imprifonment of her Hufband, in the reign of Edward IV. fhe fupported herfelf by
working with her needle, &c. Pl. vir. N° 6. The Earl himfelf, in the reign of Henry
VII. became a man of great confequence in the ftate, and died in 1512, 4 Hen. VIIL

The male branch of this noble family of the de Veres, Earls of Oxford, has been
extinét from the beginning of this century; but there are ftill feveral noble families
defcended from the female branches, particularly that of Townfhend, of Rainham, in
Norfolk, the prefent Lord Vifcount Townthend being a lineal defcendant from Mary, -
the daughter and coheir of the famous Horatio, Lerd Vere of Tilbury.
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means to get him fhipping and paffage in your coafts, or elfe
to refort again to San&uary, if he can or may.

I therefore heartily defire and pray you, and neverthelefs, in
the King’s name, ftraitly charge you, that ye in all goodly hafte
endeavour yourfelf, that fuch watch, or other means be ufed
and had in the Ports, and Creeks, and other places, where ye
think neceflary by your difcretion, to the letting of his faid
purpofe ; and that ye alfo ufe all the ways ye can or may by
your wifdom, to the taking of the fame late Lord Lovell;
and what pleafure ye may do to the King’s Grace in this
matter, I am fure is not to you unknown ; and God keep you.

Written at Lavenham, the 19th day of May. '

* MARGARET OXYNFORD.

Lavenham, in Suffolk,

Friday, 19th of May,
1486,

The Seal of this Letter has the Impreflion of a Head, Pl x1v. N9 27,






CONCLUSION

READER,

W‘ E have now finithed our progrefs through the diftant
period of Englith Hiftory defcribed in thefe Letters.

If you have received any pleafure from the Rarity of the
Scenes, from the Manners of the Times, or from the curious
Information, which you may have acquired, I fhall be happy ;
and fhall confider the care, trouble, and attention, which
I have beftowed, in fmoothing the Road, in improving the
Landfcape, and in ere&ing a few Guide-Pofts for your eafe and
" dire@ion, as having been employed for an ufeful purpofe.
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